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A 

DE S CRIPTIO N 

OP t HE 

CANARY ISLANDS. 

CHAP. I. 



A Defcription of Laneerota and the adjacent un^ 
. inhabited IJIands. 

THIS ifland is very high^ and may 
be difcerned at a great diftance. On 
approaching it feems v^ry black, 
rocky, and barren. It is about fif- 
teen miles long and ten broad. The latitude 
of the centre of the ifland is twenty-nine de« 
grees eight minutes north. 

The principal port, is on the fouth-eaft (ide, 
and is called Porto de Naos, where any veflel, 
not drawing above eighteen feet, may enter 
at high-water and fpring tides, and lay fecure 
from all winds and weather; although in fail- 
ing along the coaft, the fliipping appear as if 
at anchor in an open road, the harbour being 
formed by a ridge of rocks, which cannot be 
perceived at any difiance, moft of them lying 
under water : ihefc break off' the* fwell of the 
fea, fo that the infide is as fmooth as a mill- 
pond. As there is no other convenient place 
in this^ or any of the reft of the Canary 
A 2 Iflands, 
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Iflands, for cleaning or repairing large veffels, 
it is much frequented for that purpofe by the 
fhipping which trade to thefe iflands. At the 
wed end of the harbour (lands a fquare caftle, 
built of (lone, and mounted with fome can- 
non, but of no very great ftrength, for fliips 
of war may approach within mufijuet-fliot of 
it. 

At this port there is no town or village, 
but there are fome magazines, where corn is 
Jepofited in orderto be ready for exportation. 

On the weft fide of the caftle is another 
port, (Called Porto Cavallos, and by fome El 
Recife, This is a|fo an excellent harbour, 
formed, like Porto de Naos, by a ridge of 
rocks ; but the entrance to it is (hallow, there 
being no moce than twelve feet water at fpring- 
tides. IJrpon a Crnall ifland, or large rock, be- 
tween the two harbours, ftands the aforefaid 
caftle, which defends them both. This rock 
is joined to the land by a bridge, under which 
rboats go from Porto dc Naos to Porto Caval- , 
^os. 

At the north end of Lancerota is a large 
tfpacious harbour, called El Rio, which is a 
ftreight or channel, dividing the ifland of Lan- 
cerota from the uninhabited ifland of Graci- 
ofa. A ftiip of any burthen may enter this 
harbour at one end, and go out at the other: 
if fhe keeps in the mid- way between the two 
iflands, (he will always have fix or feven fa- 
thoms water. 

But if a fl^ip want a fmooth place to lie in 
while the trade-wind blows, flie muft, in com- 
ing into this harbour from the eaftward, run , 
a good way in, and double a (hallow point 

which 
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which lies on the right hand, taking care to 
give it a good birth^ which may eaiUy be done 
by coming no nearer it than four Fathoms ; 
when pad it,, fhe may edge near to Graciofa^ 
and anchor in any convenient depth of water; 
for it (hoals gradually towards the fliore,, clofe 
to which there are two fathoms. 

This is a convenient place in the fummer- 
feafon for careening large (hips ; for a man of 
war of any nation that may happen to be at- 
war with Spain, may come in here and un- 
load^ her (lores, Sec. on the ifland of Gra* 
ciofa^ and heel and fcrub-. Or if two chance 
to come in together, the one may heave down 
by the other; in doing which they, need not 
fear anj opposition from, the inhabitants, for 
there iSl neither canie or habitation near thia 
port» 

But the water here is not fo fmooth as in 
Porto de Naos, eTpecialfy- if the trade-wind 
happens to blow hard fjrom the eaft, which^ 
fends in a. fwell that makes it very trouble- 
fome, if not impoffible to careen a fhip pro- 
perly. But the wind does not often blaw from 
that quarter in this part of the world* That 
which prevails mofl is the northor north-north- 
eaft trade-wind. In mooring here, great care 
muft be taken to have a gpod anchor and large 
icope of caUe towards Lancerota ; for in eaft 
or fouth-eaft winds,, heavy gufts or fqualls 
come from the high land of that ifland. In 
the winter the wind here fometimes fliifts to 
the fouth-weft, when it is neceflary to weigh 
and run back to the eaftward round the afore- 
iaid fliallow point, until the ftiip be land lock- 
ed from that wind, and there anchor. 

A3 That 
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That part oF Lancerota facing the har- 
bour of El Rio 18 an exceedinjg high and fleep 
cliff, from the bottom of which to the har- 
bour or fea-lhore, is about two mufquet-fiiot 
diftance. The ground in this fpace is low, 
and here is a falina or fah-work, being a fquare 
piece of land, levelled, and divided by (hallow 
trenches about two inches deepf into thefe 
they let the fea-water, which, by the heat of 
the fun and the nature of the foil, foon turns 
into fait. 

Fkom the ibore of this harbour tfaerejs.no 
other way of accefs into Lancerota than by 
climbing a narrow, fleep, and intricate path- 
way that leads to the top of the high cliiff he- 
fore- mentioned. It is fcarce poffible for a 
flranger to afcend it without a guide; for if he 
fhould chance to wander from the path^ he 
could not eafily find it agj»n, and would be in 
imminent dat^ger of breaking bis neck. 

There are no other pons in Lancerota be- 
fides thofe already mentioned. All the fouth 
fide of the ifland may be rec^oned one con- 
tinued harbour when the trade-wind blows^ 
for then the fea there is fmooth, and a boat 
may land at many places withojut any danger 
from the furf. 

About two leagues inland from Porto de 
Naos, towards the north -weft, is the town of 
Cayas, or Rubicon, the chief habitation in 
the ifland, and which was formerly a Biihop's 
fee. It contains about two hundred )ibufes» a 
church, and a convent of Friars : it has an 
old calUe) mounted with fome guns for it^ de* 
fence. Mod of the d wellii^g-houfes here h^ve 
but a mean appearance. 

About 
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JIesoM' iw0 kAgHfii tflbfui, Aftd IP th^ 
JM&wani £B»fn:ljhe top of A» utarrow path* 
•«ri;y of ;lfaA«liff .aiiEl Rio, Aaiuls the town of 
Jbrta, tlie next ifi fisee to CayaiB. I ifn^ginie 
Jtm^y:coiiiain about thfeehttiWIccdi^bjibitants. 
.All the buiUtngS'iierje) eHcc|»i jjbe cte^rch i^nd 
ftfaiiee jv four iprifaic hoMfes, >ifc ;v«ry moan 
v9iid;p6or. Wicp I was thierp, it W9a ihfi r^- 
iidence of the Governor^ b^t the Alcalde Ma* 
4or aitd th» officers jof tbe InquifiitioA lived at 
.RsibicoB. 

TucEjilaod .GraooCft^Ues.on the north Mis^ 
M tfaechasoel £1 Rio, and is an uoinbabiited. 
^aadib^ren ittand^ ;vrhiob is deftiiij^e of waier. 
ltii5:about three miles in kngth, and two in 
.bceadth. In tbe wimer-feafon tbe nativtes of 
jLaficerota tesd goataaod flieep there tograze^ 
•hat in ihe dimmer, when there ia no rain,, 
OBidethe fra^s i» djry and withered, they ajpe 0* 
'Mged to bring them back to Lancerota»^ 

Four or five mtles^ north of Graciofa, lies 
Alegrjanza, a, high and rocky tfland, barren, 
i»id ^deflititte pi water, confequently unin* 
habited. It is not Co Jarge as Graciofa. On 
jviewingit fcom tbetop of a mountain in Gra- 
jciofa> .it appeaGed^to me .that a ihip might .ride 
M anchor i& OsKwih waler to leeward dP k»^ 
^whece the fea feems jto becoloured white, m- 
if ihere was £boal-waier and a ifandy bottom. 
Ilhe natives of Lancerota go at certain limcis 
I^AIegranza, to gather orchiUa-we.edj 

^BOJ&T ei^ miles to' the eaftward of Ale- 

cnuK&a and .-Graciofa is a large high rock in the 

^a, called Roca del £fte^ i. e. due Eaft Rock. 

43o.the weft lide of thofe iibnds is another of 

^e fame lize, Roca deLOufte, i. e, the Weft 

A 4 Rock* 
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Rock. South- weft, about three leagues from 
Graciofa, lies a rocky uninhabited ifland, nam- 
ed Santa Clara. Many {hips are wrecked upon 
thefe uninhabited, iflahds in the night* time^ 
being miiled by errors in their reckoning, and 
alfo by thofe iflands being improperly laid down 
in oui* charts^ which generally place them 
thirty miles further fouth than they ought to 
be. 

I remember, that, a few years ago an Eng- 
lifti ihip ran, in the night, upon Alegranza^ 
and was fodn after beat to pieces. The crew 
with fome difficulty got fafe aftiore upon the 
ifland, where they made feveral fignals to ac- 
quaint the natives of Lancerota with their dif- 
irefs and bring them to their relief, but in vain. 

Mean time they had the good fortune to 
find fome rain-water in the holes of the rocks; 
this, with what proviiions they had faved 
from the wreck, enabled them to fubfift for 
fome days; but feeing famine ftaring them 
in the face, and obferving that the wind blew 
almoft continually from Alegranza toward 
Graciofa, they made a raft of fpars, which 
they had faved from the wreck, and fecured it 
well together with ropes; upon this raft the 
matter of the veffel embarking, having a maft 
and fail, and an oar to ferve inftead of a rud- 
der, boldly put to fea, and foon after fafely 
landed in Graciofaj where, as it was then 
winier-feafon, he found fome (hepherds and 
fifliermen, to whom he related his adventure 
and the diftrefs of his crew : upon which the 
fijhermen immediately went off in a boat to 
their relief^ and brought them all fafe to Lan- 
cerotst. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11 



Defcription of the Ifland of Fuertaventura. 

TM E north end of this ifland lies fouth- 
and-by-weft from the fouth-weft point 
of Lancerota, about feven miles diftance. 

In the channel b<ptween them, but neareft 
to Fucrtavcntura, lies the little ifland of Lo- 
bos (i. e. Seals)^ which is about a league in cir- 
cumference^, uninhabited and deftitute of wa- 
ter. 

Near it there is a good road for fliipptng: 
the mark to find it, is to bring the cafl point 
of Lobos to bear north-eaft- by-north or north- 
eaft, and' anchor halfway between it and Fuer- 
taventura, or rather nearer to Fuertaventura. 
Although this road feems to be open and cx- 
pofed, yet it is very fafe with the trade^wind^^ 
for the water is fmooth^ and the ground every 
where clean, being a fine fandy bottom. Right' 
afliore from the road, on the Ihore of Fuer- 
taventura, is a well of good water, eafy tO' 
come at 

Fuertaventura is about eighty mile* in- 
length, and in general fifteen in breadth ; in 
the middle it is narrow and low, for it is there- 
almoft cut in two by the fea. That part of 
the ifland which is on the fouth fide of the 
iflhmus is mountainous, fandy, barren, and 
ftlmofl entirely uninhabited. The northern 
A 5 part 
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part is alfo mountainous, yet the inland part 
IS fertile and well inhabited. 

In failing along this ifland, there are no 
houfes to be difccrncd pn the fea-coaft, except 
it two or three places, where barks go to load 
corn. 

About fixteen miles to the fouthward of 
the road, near Lpbbs, is a bay, in wbich there 
is a road where barks lie and lade corn; it is 
yaUcdTorip de Cobras: a ftr-^nger cannot^nd 
It >vitbout a pilot, for the grou^ ^U round it 
i;s rocHy aiid fp^I. On the H^pre, war \hc 
road, is a patch of yellow fand» which ap- 
^pears off at fca like a few acres pf ripe corn, 
or field of wheat juft reaped: this is the b^ 
mark I ^now for finding Pprto de Cabr^s. 

Two leagues further along the fliore, to the 
*3uthward, is the port of C^la de Fi^ftes, 
where corn is alfo ftipped off. This harbpur 
is only fit for fmall barks: here they lie f(?cure 
from all winds, except the foutb-eaft, whi^h 
rarely blows in that part pf the work). Wh^n 
tl^at happens, they imnjediately unload, ^pd 
hawl up their b^?kson the beach at. b^h-w:aler 
and then fill theip with ftpqe?; fo that notwitli- 
ftanding tlie fwell which the wiod f^x^ds in, 
ihey renriain injpaoyeable ^d unhurt. There 
is a good rpad before the harbpur, wh^re ^ps 
may ride,, which is defcribed in the nMp of the 
iflands. 

This pprt may be known by a ^qund (^Jai^k 
tower, .apd fame hpufes n^^r it. This tower 
is bt^ilt of grjiat fipoes with lime,. after the 
fame form as the qadle of Rubicon in L^n- 
cerpta, aiid, like it, has the door about twelve 
feet higher than ihc^round, fo thai to enter 

out 
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fmt muft pUce a ladder againft the wall^ afid 
fo climb up. The top pf the toiver is flat, 
jxrith liattlements round it, on which are 
^mounted two or three cannon for the defence 
.«f tthe port and dipping from corfairs. A 
iSfifjeant of the miiltia, with his family, re- 
fides in a. houfe clofe by, whofe office it is to 
iake an account of what, corn is (hipped off 
cfroin.the poFt. He is alfo Governor of the 
^ort and Jiaribour, Aod gives an account to the 
dCrovecnof' of the iflandi and the Alcaide Ma- 
.jor,. of all .fliips.that arrive in the road or ha« 
\ent In xa(e of an enemy's Aip appearing,. 
he is .to aiarmithe ifland, and retire with his 
;family and' the crews of the barks, into the 
tow€r> and draw in the ladder after him, and 
flittt the door: in which cafe I imagine it 
would be fiaeafy matter to get at them. 

FouJi leagues to the fouthwafd of Cala de 
Fuftes is a high,, deep, rocky point, called ^ 
Punta de Negro;, between ihefe are fome 
.bays, where &ips may anchor, and where 
frefli water may be had ; but a ilranger cannot 
difcover the proper anchoringrground nor the 
watering«p1aces, without a pilots A^ I cannot 
pretend to give direSions foexa&ly as that a. 
.flranger may not miftake them, I think it bet- 
ter not to give any. On the other fide of 
Gape Negro is a fpacious bay, called Laa^ 
Piayas: the beft anchoring-place in it, is oOf 
the north fide, within a Jarge white fandy fpot 
on the cliffs on the right hand going in : there- 
it is clean landy ground, at a convenient di& 
tance. from r the (hore, in fourteen fathoms wa» 
ter. But becaufe of the fudden gufts from the . 
cliffs^ and eddies of wind that blow from naany. 

points 
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points of the compafs in this bay, it will be 
neceffary to moor your veflfel. 

In the north comer of the bay there is a 
well, cafy of accefs, being clofe to the fea, 
which, if I remember right,, flows into it at 
high-water. The water of this well is fome- 
what brackiih, and foon ftinks. 

The weft ward or leeward point of this bay 
is a high rocky cliflF, the top of which projeds 
and hangs over the fea : juft beyond it is a fan- 
dy bay, called Gran Tarrahala, where a (hip 
may anchor in fix or feven fathoms water* 
On the fhore of this bay is a wood of a fort 
of buihes like wild pine, fome of which are 
big enough for fuel for ihipping ; an article of 
great value in Lancerota and Fuertaventura. 

From Tarrahala bay, weft-fouth-weft half 
fouth, feven leagues diftant, is a point called 
Morro Gable : sdl the land between is fandy, 
barren, and uninhabited. 

From Morro Gable, weft, twelve miles 
diftance, is the point of Handia. There are 
many anchonng-places in this trad, with a 
trade-wind : the fea here is fmooth, and there 
is plenty of good frefli water to be had. If 
you have not an experienced pilot, you muft 
find out the beft ground for anchoring in by 
the lead. The wells aftiore cannot be found 
without a guide. But the bay of Handia, ly- 
ing to the eaft ward of the point of that name, 
is a fpacious bay, with clean fandy ground, 
where the fea is generally very fmooth. A- 
bout half a mile right off lo fea from the point 
lies a funken rock, which may fomeiimes be 
feen at low-water: the fea commonly breaks 
upon it. Beyond Point Handia, the fliocc 

turns 
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tarns to the northward, along by the other 
fide oF the ifland, unto the ifle of Lobos* All 
this fide of the ifland, except the middle, is 
much expofed to a northerly wind, which 
throws a heavy fwelling fea on the many reefs 
ef rocks that abound there, on which it breaks 
with great violence ; but the middle part is a 
llirge bight, having a Tandy fliore, at a conve- 
nient didance from which there is good anchor- 
ing, and clear Tandy ground. On the ihore 
there is a port and village, called ^ Tofton^ 
"where barks lade com: here is a tower, like 
that at Cala de FuAes. What is here Taid 
concerning this fide of the ifland, I have from 
the relations of the Canary Teamen ; I have 
never been there myTelf. I (hall now. proceed: 
to deTcribe the inland places. 

Not quite two leagues inland from the 
road of Lobos before-mentioned, is a town 
called Oliva, fituated in the middle of a plain 
abounding with corn-fields. . Here is a church, 
and fome good houTes, the number of them, if 
^i remember richt, may be about fifty. The 
next tovi^n to this, in the Tame diredion from 
Lobos, is La Villa, the chief town in the ifland : 
this place is the centre of that part of the ifland 
iytng north of the iflhmus. Here is a church 
and a convent of FrandTcan Friars ; the num- 
ber of houTes are nearly an hundred; 

A fliort league inland from Las Playas, is a 
town called Tunehe ; this alfo contains about 
an hundred houTes, but they are very mean, 
in compariTon with ihoTe of La Villa and O- 
liva. 

Besides thefe there are many fmall villages 
fcattered up and down in the northern and in- 
land 
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knd part of th$ iflgnd, in jTucb a maopcr liiat 
«a foon as we lofe fight of one^ we cpoie 
in viewef aooiher; hut tbe fta^pQuft, as I 
:faidl>e£9i«» is rooky, bArr^n, and uniohabitf^. 
The oUner half of tbe idaod, called Handiv 
is totally defoUtei only heie and th(p«« one 
jaeets withaihepberd's c^mgfi, for l^erie^afe 
Qo villages m fan^ in ib^l part of th» ift^nd* 

fi£TW£|&N the fouthri^eft end of il^matr^ 
In and the little ilhnd of Lphfi9». tbfi^ 19 M 
broad channel, through ii^ch ihips ;fai|^ bf ^ 
ing deep in ibe mtddle* and flxMling gi^^u- 
jiHy towards Lancerota, near Jp which gre fore 
^thorns water, hut very nesr or elofe lo JU9- 
bos the ground is foul and roeky. There js 
loom enough in this paiTnge for ibips of any 
burden to ply to windward, and there is no 
neceffity for approaching too near to l^ohps. 

When a ihip comes fjrom the eai^w^rd 
with the trade-wind, and is paifing through 
this channel^ hound to the wi^ftward, as foon 
as (he brings a bill on Lancerota to bear right 
to windward of her, ibe will be hecato^, 
and Soon after have the wind at routh-weft. 
When this happens, (be muft make (hort lacks 
until ibe gets into the trade again, or a con- 
fiant northerly wiod, tbe firft pulF of w-hich 
will cojne to her at weft or weft^north-weft, 
which when ihe receives flie muft not ftand to 
the northward, otberwtfe ihe will immediate- 
lyloTe it again, but muft (land towards Lobos^ 
the nearer ihe approaches to which ihe will 
have the wind more brge ; and before ibe is 
two-thirds channel-over, ihe will have a ileady 
wind at north or north-north-^eaiL 

Thb&e 
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There is a channel between the north end 
of Fuertaventura and Lobos, but not fo deep 
or broad as the other ; yet to tbofe who are 
acquainted with it, it is a goodpaflagej for 
there is not lefs than five fathoms water in the 
foir way. 

When there is a^reat wefierty fwelthere^ 
abouts, the fea breaks on the rocks at the norths 
weft end of X*obosj with fucb violence^ that 
it is horrible to beholfi ; and I may^ without 
^Eggeration t^rm,* that Ihave fe^n breakers 
jtiere near fizty feet high ; was one of thefe 
to ftrike the ftrongeft fliip, fte would be ftar* 
cd to pieces in a moment. When I faw thoie 
mighty -breakers^ our (hip had joft pafied 
through the qha^nel between F|]ertavei|tttra 
and L^bos : we had a fine briik trade-wind at 
north-'iiorth-eaft ; and although we had no lefa 
than ten fathoms depth of water when we came 
into t'he wefterly fwell, yet we trembled for 
fear the waves would have broken, and thought 
ourfelves happy when we got out of foundings. 
We heard the noife of thefe breakers, like dif- 
tant thunder, after we were pad them fix or 
fcven leagues. 
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0/ the Climate, fFeatber, Soil, andProJuceof 
tie IJlands of Lancer at a and Puertaventura. 

TH E climate o£ ihofe iflands is exceed- 
ing wholefome^ which may be owing 
to the drinefs of the foil and the ftrong north- 
. eriy winds that almoft continually blow upon 
them, fo that the inhabitants in general live to 
a great age. 

From the middle or end of April, unto the 
beginning or middle of OSober, the wind 
blows vehement ly^ and almoH: without inter- 
miiTion from the north and north-fiorth-eaft : 
fometimes it veers a little to the caftward. 
From the middle of Odober. to the end of 
April, it blows generally in the fame direSi^ 
on, but now and. then intermits and gives 
place to other winds. The fouth-weft wind 
alvtrays brings rain, and therefore is a. mpft 
welcome gueft to thefe iflands. Other winds 
bring fliowers, particularly the north-weft ; 
but thofe (howers are partial, and of no du- 
ration, confequently are of little fervice to the 
ground : but the rain that comes from the 
fouth-weft often lafts two or three days. It 
falls very thick, in fmall drops, and foaks in- 
to the earth, moiftening it thoroughly. When 
thefe rains begin to fall, the natives fow their 
grain ; and about fourteen or twenty days after 

the 
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the latter rains, viz. towards the end of Aprii^ 
it is ready for reaping. Of the natures and 
properties of the winds that blow among thofe 
iflands, I fliall have occafion to treat at length 
in the defcription of the oppofite continent. 
I (hall only obferve here^ that the north and 
north-north-eaft winds blow fo hard and con- 
ftantly upon thefe iflands, as to prevent the 
growth of all forts of trees, efpecially in Lan- 
cerota, which is mod expofed to their vio- 
lence: yet we find a few fhrubs or boflict 
there, called Tubaybas, which never grow to 
a great height any where ; but here, becaufe 
of the ftrong winds, they fpread along the 
ground, except when Iheltered from it by 
rocks or walls. In the gardens there are fig- 
trees and fome low trees or flirubs, which feU 
dom flioot up higher than the garden-walls. 

FuEKT A VENTURA is not quite to mnch 
expofed to the wind as Lancerota ; therefore 
it is not quite fo bare of trees and (hrubs. 
Thofe that grow there are the palm, the wild 
olive, and a fort of wild pine, which the na- 
tives call Tarrahala. The cotton and euphor- 
bium flirubs, fig-trees, and the flirub bearing 
the prickly pear, grow in gardens, although 
this lad grows without cultivation in the fields 
in Canaria, and the iflands to the wed ward 
thereof. 

Although thefe iflands are fodeflitute of 
trees, yet they abound with excellent herbage, 
among which grow feveral kinds of odoriferous 
flowers ; the great plenty and variety of thefe 
induced the inhabitants to bring bees from the 
other iflands, in order to propagate here; 
but they were difappointed in their expeSa* 

tiouH, 
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:9Athil»m: in all probM>ili^ tibty <mM.n»t 
fbear tbe violent wiads wbiicb Uow^hfH^ iCpffn 
jof various kiods grow iii.L^U2Cier(3l»iaf)4 '^m»' 
.UvcjDtuf9, mtnely, jMtheal, fc»4e]f, mm^ jqt 
ilAduiii <pr0,;uMi in Aicfa albiioctftOGie us iK>t(iHi|)r 
4Qfenv€ ttieifih9)i>iibaiiu» but alfo tfoofepJF TiB- 
Jierife.afid Pdma, wlio^pend:frciitly on j^jfe 
.ilUDds for tbetr ftUlefiftnct. 

TiLjL wtihifi tlMfelaft.^rtyjm.i^t'mfiAraH 
9l(ft p«:o4i|€«d :ng vio€sr;at ihiat tiiiiea yotoioo 
(farok^our^ Md.covM-^d.maii^^lda wtthvAMH 
;^fiA «d f ufiuce-iftpofis^ .whicih :ha^ kof^w^ 
-the foil to fttch ^ itgrt^py itfaat vioca ase jnaw 
flamed jthene, wliidi ithrtye well and yield 
grapes^ hui the wine madefroai tbtm isibifiB 
^poor, «iid,fo iharp, that ji Oranger .casiDQt dif- 
tingvUh it rbv the tafte from vioegar ; yetUjs 
xTcrjr whoidotne* Euauafemuca^ ^^trti^^s c 
greater quantity of wine, which is of a <qua^ 
.Uty fomething iuperjor ,to that of Lancerota. 

/Up o^ the rookdiin the fea-tcoaft grow^ a^ 
great quantity of orchilla-weed, an ingredient 
•iifed in dyiog». well iknawai to >our dyer« in 
4:4ondon. It gro3v>a^ ou,t of the pores of the 
iftones or rock$j to about th^ jeqgth of .thrc^ 
inohes:. I have feen/ome eight tor ten inqh^;, 
fbut that ;i< not oomaion. It is pf a xound 
form, and of the thicknefs of common fe>»^ 
ing twine. Its colour is grey, inoliniog to 
.iir£ite : hece jand Ithere .on tbe Aalk we find 
Wkhite fpotfi, or fcftbs. Many ftalks proceed 
£rom one foot, at fome diftance irom which 
^ey divide into branches. There is no earth 
fir naottld M> be perceiv^ed .upon the rock or 
4ton« wher/e it grosKs, Tbo& who do not 

know 
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dnow this wefdy or are not accuftomed to 
ipilber tt^ wwAdht^Mf be aUe tojfiod it ; for 
it is of /ftich « oalour^ #fid ^ronrs. in fiich M di- 
nsBtion, thatit appears at firft fight to be the 
fliade of the rock oo which it grows. This 
weed dg^esa beaatifal pwrple ; and is alfo mnidi 
vfed fmr j»rif^teniiig aod enbyeniog other 
colours. The heft Sort is that of the darj^eft 
colour, and of a form exaAly round; the more 
it jabomids with white fpou or fcahs, the more 
^alaable. This weed grows in the Canary, 
,l4adeifa» and iCape de Vecd Iflaods, and on 
the^ioaft of tBarbaxy.; but ibt beft fort and 
the grealeft.quaAtity is found in the Ca<¥ii7 
Uands. Tbat found on the adjacent coaft.of 
Africa is .equal io quality, b.ut» for want of 
jffeafianable raias, it does not^rpw nciar fo faft. 
There is iooie feafoo >to imagine t^hat the or* 
jobiUa i^ias the Gertuluin parpla<of the ancienis. 
Ifiifuppoft of ibis Qpiiiion» we may obfecve 
ihat the coaft jof Africa adjacent to the Ca- 
jiary riflands, was by the ancients called ,Getu- 
^ia».and abounds with orcbilla. I cannot cofi- 
ciei^e how .the (Europeans xame to the know- 
ledge of the ,ufe of .this weed ; )for immediate^ 
ly on the difcov^iy af the Canary Iflwd^, 
they fought after it as eagerly as the Spaniards 
afterwaids, on the difcovery of America, did 
lor gold : fiar4he natives jof the Canary Iflands, 
and of that part of Aftica formerly called Ge^ 
tnlia^ at this :time know not the ufe of cff^ 
cUlla ; neither doth it aftpear to any.oaa |o 
be a dye^uflF; for Dhe colour isextraSed from 
it by art and much prepas!atioj:u Nome of it 
grows in any .part of Europe that I know ctf,^ 
'in fuch a quantity that one could gather a 

handful 
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handful in the fpace of a day, except in the 
iflands of the Archipelago, or on the rocks of 
Sicily, whereof late they began to gather it^ 
if I am not miftaken, only about eight or ten 
years ago. One would be apt to imagine, that 
in the days of the difcovery of the Canaries, 
fome book was extant that gave an account of 
the orchilla, the place of its growth, its ufe, 
and method of extrading its dye. 

In Lancerota are very few fprings or wells 
of water. What the inhabitants ufc for them- 
felves and cattle is rain-water, which tb^ 
preferve in pits and cifierns. This method is 
alfo pradifed in Fuertaventura, though there 
they have more fprings and wells, but the 
water is generally brackifti. At El Rio, on 
the Lancerota fi^ of the port, and to the 
- northward of the falina before-mentioned, is a 
well of medictflal water, reckoned afevereign 
cure for the itch. Ft is alfo good for common 
drinking, and will keep> fweet at fea. It is 
cafy of accefs, lying clofe ta the water-fide : it 
yields enough to fill two hogfheads in twenty- 
four hours. When E was there, it purged 
fome of our crew for the firft two days they 
drank of it; but afterwards it had no fuch 
cfiea. i' 

Thx cattle of thofe ifliands are camels, 
horfes, afles, bullocks, flieep, goats, and hogs, 
all of which, excepting the iheep and goats, 
were brought to them fince the conqueft, from 
Barbary and Spaia The horfes here are of 
the Barbary breed, and are much efteemed: in 
Canaria and Tenerife for their fpirit and fwift- 
. nefs; but as they are of little or no ufe in thefe 
liQands, the natives having no diftance to travel, 

and 
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and the difBculty of tranrporting them by Tea 
being fo great, little or no care is taken to pre- 
ferve or increafe the breed; fo that at prefent 
their number is very fmaii. For travelling, 
the natives ufe afles of a larger (ize than thofe 
of the other iflands, which are maintained at 
little or no ezpence, and ferve well enough 
for their fhort journies. 

In the fpring, their cattle are fat and 
good : they appear at that time quite plump, 
Ileek, and gliften as if they were rubbed with 
oil ; but in the beginning of autumn, when 
the grafs is all withered or eaten up, they have 
ii very'di£Ferent appearance, and are not fit for 
food. 

They generally plow here with a camel or 
a couple of atTes; for the foil is light, and they 
do not plow deep. 

The fea-coafts of Lancerota and Fuerta- 
ventura aiford the inhabitants fifh of various 
kinds in great plenty, particularly a fort of 
cod which they call Cherney, much better 
tafted than the cod of Newfoundland, or thofe 
of the North Sea. Another fifli, of a yet 
more excellent tafte, is catched here, called 
Mero : it is as long as a cod, but much thicker 
and has long ftraps or whifkers hanging at his 
mouth. 

It would be a tedious talk for me to de- 
fer) be the various forts of them, to which I 
could not give Engliih names, though there is 
one fort I mufl: not pafs over ; I mean the 
Picudo, or fea-pike, the bite of which is as 
poifonous as that of a viper; yet this fiih, 
when killed and drefled, is good and innocent 
food. On the rocks, by the fea-fhore, are 

many 
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many (hell-fifli» ptrticularly itmpetSt wfaidi 
the natives mate a proper ufe cf. 

Thb wast of wood or buflies occafions a 
fctfcity of birAi and wiU^bwl ; yet there are 
fome Canary-birds, and a bird called Tubay* 
ba, about the fize cf a ftarlin|^^ fpecUted 
black and white; here are alib partridges and 
ravens, with plenty of dnng^tiU^fowls; but no 
tnrkevs, geefe, or docks: the want of the 
two laft-mentioned fpccies ma;jr probably be 
owing to the fcarcity of water in the iflands. 
Here are no venomous animals but the black 
fjMder, the bite of which, the natives fay, is ' 
poifonous^ andoccafions a fwelling attended 
with a burning pain : their cure for it is to eat 
a . fmall quantity of human excrement. Pro* 
bably the great natural antipathy to this me- 
dicine has fuch an effied on the human frame> 
as to kill or expel the venom received by the 
bite. 

0» the north^fide of the uninhabited iiland 
of Gradofa, is a fmatl fandy bay, called by 
the natives Playa dd Ambar. Here is feme- 
times found a very good kind of ambcrgreafe^ 
inform fomething like a pear, having com* 
monly a Ihort ftalk : by this it fliould feem 
that it grows on the rocks under-water, which 
are near to this place, and is waflied afliore by 
the waves, for it is generally found after 
fiormy weather. 

In Lancerota and Fuertaventura are many 
hills that have formerly been yolcanos, the 
tops of which are of a fmall circumference, 
mi are hollow for a little way downwards, 
the edges of the tops being generally very 
narrow and (harp. Upon the outfide is 

com- 
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commonly feen a great deal of black daft and 
burnt ftone like pumice-ftone, only darker 
and more ponderous. This fubftance feems 
to have been thrown out of the bowels of 
the earth by the eroptfons, none of which 
have been known to happen in thefe two iflanda 
of late ages, except at Lancerota ; where, a- 
boirtthlrry^y^Ar^ ago, a volcano broke out ofr 
th^ f6tith-weflr piitt of theifland, which drrew 
out fuch an immenfe quantity of aftes' and 
huge ftones, and with fo dreadful a noife, that 
miny of thr ntttii^es deferted theii^ houfi» atid 
ifed" to Puertav«tlt!iya, for the p^eferration of 
their lives : fomt time after^ finding that thofe 
ithb rMRUued in Lancerota hsd received no 
hurt^' they took courage and retOrned. This 
voteano wa$ near the fta, in a retoot^ place 
frotvy My habitaeioA. In the fea, at a fmall 
dtftante^ fibm the voicano^ iffiied a piliar of 
fmoke, and afterward!) a fmatt pyramfdal rock' 
arofe# w4iich remains to this' day^ Thh rock 
was'johitd to the ifbnd by the n^atfef tbroWh 
cot of the volcano j the noife of this* eruption 
was fo loiid and' gtai^^ that' it ^tLB-htM at 
Ten^rife, ahhodgh aH the diflkhce of forty 
leagues. The nt^ife being cohveyed fo fa^^ 
might probably be oecafitMed by the' wtndi 
genrmlly btowingfrom Lanccfota towahlaTe^ 
nerife. 
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Of the Inhahiianis «/ Lancerota and Fuertcnett'^ 
Sura, their Method of Living, Manners^ 
0ndCuftoms, 6fr, 

AL T H O U G H the natives of ihefe 
iflands pafs for Spaniards, yet they are 
fprung from a mixture of the ancient inhabi- 
tants, the Normans, and other Europeans who 
fubdued them, and from fome Moorifh cap- 
tives, ivhoni Diego de Herrera and others 
brought to the iflands from the coaft of Bar- 
bary, as has been obferved in the Hifiory of 
the Difcovery and Conqueft. 

They are, in general, of a large fize, ro- 
buft, ftrong, and of a very dark complexion. 
By the natives of the refl of the Canary Iflands 
they are accounted rude and unpoliflied in 
their manners : this charader I believe to be 
true ; for, by what I have had occafion to ob- 
ferve of them, they feem to be avaricious, 
ruflic, and ignorant, efpecially thofe of Lan- 
cerota. 

They neither fpeak nor underftand any o- 
ther language than the Cafiiiiian, and this 
they pronounce moft barbaroufly. They drefs 
coarfely, and after the Spanifli modern fafliion; 
for the fliort-cioak and golilla, formerly ufed 
by the Spaniards, are not known here. Their 
houfes are built of done and lime ; thofe of 

the 
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the gentry arc covered with pan-tiles ; but the 
moaner fort are thaiche^ with ftraw: very 
few, even of the better kind, are ceiled or 
lofted,^ but are built in fc^rm of large barns, 
and divided into apartments by boarded parti- 
tions that run no higher ^han the top of the 
walls ; fo that the rooms are alt open above, 
having nothing to cover ihern except the pan- 
tiled roof. The floors are commonly paved 
vrirh flag-ftones. 

The food of the peafants is generally what 
they call GofEo, which is flour of wheat, or 
barley, toafled: this they mix with a little 
v/ater, and bring to the condftence of dough, 
and thus eat it. This fimple diet requires 
neither fpoons, knives, nor forks. Sometimes 
indeed, they refine on this fare, by dipping 
every handful of their Goffio in honey or me- 
lafl'es. In the winter-feafon, when thegrafs is 
ip perfeQion, they have plenty of rich and 
excellent milk, in v/hich they put the Goffio^ 
and fo eat it, ufing fea- (hells inftead of fpoons : 
to a hungry man (his is no mean food. Another 
way of preparing GofEo, is by putting it into 
boiling milk, and then ftirring it about uniil ic 
IS fufliciently boiled and thickened. AUhougli 
the poor people, on particular occafions, fuch 
as great feftivals, Widvlings, &c. eat flefliand 
fi(h, yet, as I fald before, GofEo is their com- 
mon food. As to bread, it b rarely ufed by 
any but the gentry ; there are fome people, in 
thefe iflands who know- not the taHe of it. 
One reafon for this may fee, that fuel is very 
fcarce, efpecially in Lancerota^ infomuch that 
I am at a lofs to conceive how the gentry there 
get a fufficient quantity to diefs their viQual§. 

Vol. II. B Twe 
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The peafants value themfelv^s moch on ac- 
count of iheir Goffio diet, md defpift the 
br^ad- enters of the oAtr iflahds. Wine tliey 
;.feldom d fink, or indeed any thing elfe iliah 
water. Their employment is plowing the 
ground, fowing and reaping corn, and othtr 
labour in hulhandry. There are few rteti ar- 
tificers in Lancerota and FuertaVenitira; for 
their cloaths are almoft all made by the wbmen; 
khoufliold furniture, &c. are brought fO thfeAi 
from the other iflands. There are bat few 
monks, and no nuns in ihefe iflands : how- 
ever, ihey are in no want of priefts, for there 
are ftveral parilh churches, ftnd an inferior 
Court of Inquifition in each of thefe iiland^, 
to preTtnt'herefy ; fo that the religion of the 
>thurch of Rome is the only one profeffed a- 
-mong ihem. 

The geTitry are very avetfe to leaving therr 
country, having not the leall curiofity to tra- 
vel and fee the world. Very few of them vifit 
Spain, or even Canaria, unlefs when they are 
obliged 10 attend their law-fuits in that ifland. 
A gentleman here, pofiefling a few acres of 
land, a dozen of iheep, a couple of afles, and 
a camel, would chufe rather to live all his 
days on Goffio,' than Venture to the Spanifli 
Weft Indies to mend his fortune by tradt or 
any other employment : he would even ima- 
gine that by engaging in fuch an undertaking, 
•he fhould difgrace himfelf and family for ever. 
Yet he would not be alhamed to opprefs the 
podr peafants, and meanJy deceive or take ad- 
vantage of ftrangers, in order to fuppoft what 
is called rank in thofe iflands, which, among 
:'i-he cUfs of gentry I -am defcribing, confifts 

wholly 
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*«rlioH7 in not working, or in riding a fliort 
diftance on an afs, attended by a ragged fer- 
V0fft|'inftcad ^ travelling on foot : ihefe are 
the poktt in tviticb they i^ilingttiih rhemfelvfts 
from ifae vulgar. 

. To 'give a more diftimiftidea of the manner 
md ciAoms of tixk people, I (hall here in- 
-fert the pariicalars of fome joumiea I made in 
litntetiDta and Fuertavcntora. In tny pafiiige 
-fiwinjcbe coffftdf Africa to T'enerife, I hap- 
pened to touch at -^ia de FuAea^ i« ^Puerta- 
ivvmura, nrhene,. imnediately on odr arrival, 
-the 0fficer.of'4he port feot^an eapTefi to the 
Oovernor at Oitva, to acquaint bim there- 
with^ By the return df thetxprefsl receiv- 
ed an order tQcon^ on ihore to him with all 
con^Whi^t fpted; the otlictr 6f the port hav- 
ing procioredinea! Udkd aft (for a.horfe v^as 
inot to 4)ttihad)tw.ftb>a gufdsc We fet dot from 
the ^dftiiiaboutf three o'clock in the <afternoon ; 
«iu) ^fter :baving' -travelled aboufc. two hours 
fhvoogh'dry, barren, and flony places, where 
ive iJEVw fome goats amd cameb grazing, we 
•cafiHe to: a £ac<Uvei 'coimitry, . wjieiie were 
-many oam^xiikK nwinb houfes and imall vil- 
ftige6:foatt«red:omon^{b'them.* Atfuo^^eUing 
'we^abie nttrsia paa'rfh.chm-cfa and parr(^itge]; 
I mtreaacd'/the igoide to eoodud me to the 
parfofr^^hou&^toitodge that night, as there 
lire ooinm orpublin houses in Fwertisventura ; 
t)ut ht '^xoiffed himlblf^Mnklenivarioiis fre- 
t^oes, aodijperfoadedrjme tdl^proceedabou^t 41 
mile fiTFtbcv, :tO)ra vidi.fatrmer^t'houfe, where 
he Aid weiihoMd-be mpc^e hofpitaUy enter- 
tained^ Wihen w« arrived there obr hod re- 
ceived usir^nkiy, and ordered a couple of 
B 2 fowls 
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fowls to be killed and dreflfed for fupper, which 
vere prefenily made ready by his wife. In 
the mean time the news, of the arrival of a 
"ftranger having fpread through the villaget aU 
the inhabitants came to fee me; they.aj(ked 
tne-a number of curious queftions concerning 
England and Spain, wiih the latter of which 
they are as little acquainted as with iht for- 
iTier. They were fo inquiiliive, that I -was 
quite fpent with talking, and they fctrcely at* 
lowed me time to eat« jand did.not leave me 
till ten o*doclc» which is a very rlate.hot^r for 
going to bed in ihiit country. At;f«ipper» tich 
body fat at table but the farmer and myfelf ; 
his wife, as the cuAom is there, waited on 
us ; and when we had foppcd, removed, the 
fragments, und then.»went|o Aip by berfelf. 
My guide Tupped with ihe Cbrvants tfpem Gof- 
fio and mteUfles or honey, in the ianotC; room 
with us :i' this they are notufcd to, but being 
curious, and not willing to lofe the pleafure 
of converfing with a iVranger, they thought tc 
a fufBcieni excufe for difpenfing with decorum. 
The farmer, after (upper,. treated the whole 
-company with a tumlbler of wineeacb». which 
.made- them talk more than they v^eretaccuf- 
aomed to^ifor ihe fervants there are. feldom 
indulged with a giafs of wine. At nrght, my 
guide, who 'flept in the fame htdydiftur bed 
4tie much with bis fcratching, having the 
itcb, or fort of feab« to which the peo4>lQ: in 
^11 the Canary Ifl«nds are Very much, fubjed ; 
Jthe caufex>f which 1 know noti: bat.it is cer- 
tain; that the people who dwell in countries 
remarkabie for the- purity of th&air., are more 
4ubje£t to <hi$ disorder, th^a thofe who hve 

in 
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m plflcies vfhtre the fiir is moift' and' damp. 
We fofe before day- break, and purfued our 
journey) leaving our hoft and his family fad 
afleep. We now paffitd through a good cQun- 
try, well peopled. Upon the road we met a^ 
cl>npl«' going to church to^ be married, with^ 
thciff tetiflue all riding' on aflcs : they faluied 
us. \n ihis manner, *■* Ave Maria," i. c. Kail 
Mary; to which my guide aniwered, *' Sin 
peccado concehida ;*' that is; Conceived free 
from original fiti^ He reproved me fevcral- 
tim^ fop Tiftl answering the people we met^. in. 
the fjitQe manner a^ he did : as Idid nor chufe. 
to enter intaa difpure wkh him, L told him,. 
it would be quite rrdiciUous in me to confornv 
to one Spanifb cuftom^ unlefs 1 .could do fo in^ 
all. tn the coui:fe of our con ver fat ion on the 
road, he told me thai the farmer, who. had^ 
entertained us, was^ exceeding rich ; and con- 
fefled that Hs reafon for not putting up at the 
prieft'a hoq(e, as F deiired him^ was becaufe. 
he could not life the freedom there to beg 
provender for his afs ; but that if he had known 
what was- ta happen, he would have complied 
with iny requeft, ** For, faid be, the rich 
roifer made me pay for my barley ;. and did. 
you mark how fparing. he was of. his wine ;. 
and when, his^ wife wanted aught, (he came 
to the churl for the keys." I would advife 
all flrangecs, who may chance to be travell- 
ing in Lancerota or Fuertaventura, to put up 
at a prieft\ for the clergy there are more c^^ 
pable to furni(h lodging, provifion,. and con^ 
verfation, than either' the peafaiits or gentry. 
The rich farmer before-mentioned, had often 
been, at Tenciife, to. fell his corn,, and knew 
B 3 all: 
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rfl the Irifli merchants there : tftofe peoffc !«• 
all zealous memhefs of the Romtfli cburdi^; 
and there are no proteftant merchants in any 
of the iflands, except the EngUfh Confu^ and 
another. Being curious to know what epioj-^ 
on the natives had of the If ifti merellanbs^ I* 
enquired of my hoft, if he knew ai perfe»ol'^ 
two^ whom I named, and* what he thought <rf 
the'm ? He fcemed to have a juft notion of 
each ; but at htt, after, I had allied after »- 
bout ten of them, he faidi '^ Sir, thefeaM 
alt catholics, and yery good people;, by\ thtj 
are only Chriftians of Sf. ftitridte.**^ 'Idiftr- 
ed-to know wha^ hemeant by tM&v he^givt- 
me no dir eA aflfwer, but fhboft Ms Mead and 
faid, " Thefe men are very wefJ in their way, 
but mufl not be compared ttf the Chriftians 
of tbefe i(landl7. Ay, ay, added he, Aniyng,' 
it is not for nothing rhey c^mc to- o«f coan*' 
try.'* Ab6ut noon we afrJved af Otiva, the 
rcfidence, of the Govemof, who, with' hi« 
fon, was fitting in a large^ hell, paved-' with 
flags, the fides of which were adorned wfth 
mufquets, fwords, and pikes. On my entry 
they received me in a diftant hot polite, man- 
ner, anxl defired me to fit down. After afting' 
me feveral queftions relating to the oeeafion 
of my coming to theifland, and' whither I 
was bound, they began to converfe nrjore free- ' 
ly, and 'enquired if I was a catholic ? When 
they found 1 was not, they faid, " Is it pof- 
fible, Signior, that a perfoifrof your prudence 
ami good underflanding can have any jtift rea- 
fon for not embracing ournifoft h64y retfegkm?'* 
As 1 was greatly fatigued with my journey, 
and iaint' with hunger and thirft, I wanted 

much 
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muA to eyade the axguoi^nt, which I few 
approaching; fq I told them, every country 
had its peculiar cuftoms and religion, to which 
each, native wa^ fo flrongly attached, that it 
wa$ almpft as inipoiClblQ to. pi^rfuad^ hirn to 
change bi» opi«ion, as tp alter hi^ fpriji* Upon 
tbi$,to my great can}fort,dinner appeared* which 
for the prtJ^nt, gave a truce to the convQrfati- 
on. Thedinnerconfiftedof acertain foup made 
of oil, vinegar, water, pepper, and onions, with 
afew tbinflkes of bread; after thiscagrfe came 
three boiled ^ggs, with tolerable good wine and 
hre^d* While we were eating, I perceived 
fgipe ladies peeping at us from the adjacent a- 
paxt;n9ents, who, a5 foqn as they thought they 
lyiere difcQverGd,^ withdrew* After dinner, the 
religious cn«9verfatiQi;i was revived* when, find- 
iug nnY. fpi«:i*5 prelty well recruited, and that 
]LcQul4 not welVev^de tbe argument as before, 
Idtfptited with i^jem a conflderable time, and 
fl^ lift told tbcm.it was in vain for us to talk 
apy more.qn the fpbjefit; for as I held the 
Cbriilian religion pnly by the facred writings 
qf the Old and New Teftamenr, all their ar- 
guments drawn from the authority of the 
qbvrch^ tba writings of the faxhejia, ^nd the 
Qpiniqt^ of bifH^ ^nd wife mjen, went' with 
me for nothipg: and added, that if (be reli- 
gion of the N«w Teftament was the fame with 
that now profeffed by the Romish and Protcft* 
s^nt chnrche«j, Unmade tha^ book lob^ falfeand 
iocpherent; becanfe the New Teftament plainly 
4ecl!af«s, tbat np man itiany place can embrace, 
or profefs^Chriftianity, without fuffering wprld- 
ly lofs in (pme way or othc;r, folely on account 
of h^ religion* But, on the contrary, in 
B 4 ' Spain, 
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Spain, and many other countries, a man can- 
not be a member of fociety, unlefs he profefs 
What they call Chriftianity; which is fo far 
from being a lofs to ihofe who profefs it, that 
it is the firft flep to honour and riches. As 
the Governor's fon had heard juft fo much a- 
bout the facred writings, as to know that the 
church pretends to hold ihem in efteem, he 
did not coniradiit what I faid of ihem, but 
ref>Iied, that he was furc I muft be wrong; 
and that if I would (lay fome time in the 
ifland, he would brin^g a learned and pious 
priefl, who ftioufd foun convince me of my 
crrror, and (hew rtie, that out of the church 
of Rome thtrc tduld be no falvation. l^ben 
rifing, he defired- me to look at the arms with 
vvhich the hall was adorned, moft of uhidi 
were grown rufty : he alked me if we bad any 
fo good in England* Upori this a fervant en- 
tered, and informed them that their horfes 
were faddled and ready. The Governor then 
faid he was^ forry he wa^ obliged toleave me 
fo foon» gave me a Bill of Health, and an or- 
iier to bfe fupplied with what I wanted, and 
then took his leave, wifhing me a happy re- 
turn to my own country. Before he departed 
he ordered a fervant to give us ftfme bread and 
wine, to rcfrefh us by the way on our return 
to Cala de Fuftes. Having this provifion, we 
di3 not flop by the way, as oefore, but went 
through defer t places, a nearer road to Cala 
de Fufles, where we arrived at two oVlock 
next morning, and went on board. When 
we arofe next day, the Mate informed me, 
that the Alcalde Major had been on board very 
early in the morning, and had waited for nie 

until 
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until the bvening. He found the firft volume 
of Don Quixote, in Spanifh, lying in the ca- 
*bin, with whi<5h he was much pleafed, and 
employed himfclf all that day in reading it, 
except when he left off tobreakfaft and dine: 
it feems he had never feen that book before. 
He left orders with the officer of the tower', 
to deiire rac to wait on him at the Villa ; but 
the Mate, in my abfencc, having got on board* 
all the frefh water and provifions which were 
wanted, and for which and a Bill of Health 
wecan^e to the iiland, we thought proper to 
difpenfe with the order of the Alcalde Major, 
and failed the* next day. It is cuftomary in 
Englifti (hips lying at anchor in a roadV to have 
a candle burning all night, to be ready in cafe 
of accidents, and- a man or two on the deck to 
keep.watcfa :: my guide obferving all this, ima- 
gined ihefe things were done by way of re- 
IpeS to me*; fon when I difmifled him, he 
faid> that if the GTovernon andi gentry of the 
ifland had the lead* notion of the grand man* 
ner of living in our fhip,, they wouldriot de- 
fpife'feafaring people fo much^a&they did ;'for^ 
added he, hone of thera< eat fo well, ordrinh. 
fo good; wine, as your feamen.. 

The fe£ond'timeI:w.a:satFuertaventura^ we 
tvere forced? in there from ilhe coaft of Bar* 
bary. by a gale of wind<; for Cape Negro in, 
this ifland: is not more than about feventeen 
leagues diflant from, that coaft. We anchor- 
ed at that time in the bay of Las Playas, and 
determined to remain there a fewdays till the 
weather (hottld change. 

On our arrival, I fent- a meflenger to the 
Alcalde Major, to inform him of our being in: 
B. 5 the: 
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the bay ; but receiving no anfwcr, I went a* 
fhore the next day, with one of our crew, 
and walked up to the village called £1 Tunehe^ 
about three miles diftant. On our arrival 
there, we went into a cottage for (heher from 
the fun, and defired fhe good woman of the 
houfe to give us fometbingto eat and diink.. 
She immediately boiled feme milk withGoffio 
of barley, and prepared it for pnr refre(hnient» 
which we found to be a moft excellent 3ifli. 
It being then about the end of May, the 
weather ^xceilive hot, atid our feces fcoidicrf 
with the ftrong warm breezes that blow fierce"* 
ly there at that feafon, we, immediately alter 
our meal, fell fad afleep. About an hoar nf-* 
ter, we were awaked by fome of the principal 
inhabitants, who demanded of us from whence 
we came, and what w^ wanted in: tbe iiland? 
After anfwering the!m, we walked out of th^ 
houfe lo view the town, which 1 -think is. the 
pooreil in all the Canary Jflands.i ^ As* the wind 
blew Arong, and was therefore very difagree- 
able, they conduced us ifntp a garden, where 
we fat down behind a wall, for (heiter from 
the wind, and were agreeably (haded frbm tbe 
rays of the fun, by the widefprcajdioig.brawicbes 
of a large fig-tre& Here we had<a great deal 
of converfation ;. . and among other things,. I 
alked tKem how ihefe iflands were fitft peo^ 
pled ? One of them anfwered, that the Ro- 
man general Sertorius was the firft who dif- 
coverod and fent inhabitants to thera. He faid^ 
the reafon why Lanceroita and Fuertaveatdra 
were more barren than the reft of the Canary 
Iflands, was on account of their vicinity to^he 
coaft of Africa, ** Which, faid he, you vjery 

well 
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wdl know isi dry m4 ffwidy," At firft fight of 
thi? io^n» Wf iQld bm we had di fetched a 
m^ffe^g^r tfli infprfp ib^ Ak^ide Major o( 
Wr arrival, ^nd |p, ^r<?vij5l^ ^ffes tQ qarry us to 
hm; but aft[^' WJWtijBg long, %nd Ce^ipft no 
app^^^Fa^BC^ Qf Qjur mf feng^r'^ ri^mn^, or of. 
a9y prep^f^li^ii^^ for oyr jpqro^y^ xye »old him 
^q cpuld fiay HP longer, but wopld jn^n^^diate- 
ly rffupn IQ qm vfilfcl, if h^ did npt fend us 
fpf thyfilb tp the Aktldc 'Major^ Upon which, , 
^fli^r fqme b^tauon^ and looking aa one a^* 
fl«i5wnipd, histoid usi, that finc^ th^ truth. muft 
QQWA Wit, it fignig^ i^pthing tpdifguife it any 
Ipf^jT, «Qd th^rteforo ht bad to acquaint ps, 
tli?t as np pfjrfpn wa^ allowed tp enter the 
iiUnd lyilhoiMt th^ licence pf the Alcalde Ma- 
jpri wbofej^fiice it w£|« to tt^k^ c^re that np. 
infeSious dift^mp^s^? ftj^MJd be brought imp it» 
th«yr b^ing bis ferv^nts, had J#kfn thelib^ty 
to ^Qtmi). ¥js .prifon^rsi tnitM his pl^afur^ (houid 
be knpwjn, W^ iiy<er« a^Utite-glafmcdfiM:, tjhi?^ 
d^BCJAratipn; h\it lw:kily .the Alpald^. M^or 
with bi3 retinue arrived a^ that itiA^nt, aud 
freed us frpni.p*ir,vBil£afiii«fe. : Abojat an hpur 
4fter,.b9i<ie pirpvidjrd M«itb.iaflfes,-$^|ottf oJcIqc^ 
in tb^ gfucruppn, nwiBfet PMi, beitig $bp«* ei^h$ 
in c9mfmf^9 %Bd ufaYeUed. ^ 11 that eyeiiing 
thrpijgb co6ft-field^ unril fiinrfet^ ^jep -we 
paffed tbrdugb narrow defile? betwipct the 
moiiiintikm; and arrived at <hc Alc^d^ M^jpr'^ . 
b^yftp about: niae at mghx. A&e« hiivipg.cpn? 
dufted m i0t9 aruoonsi,, be left m tbejeifpr a-* 
b^ut h^tf rftn h^uir, and mm^ irtH> si^ojber ^-? 
par^miEini Hyhere. waefbi^fartiily. Whw iUwfii? 
was fieadj, be rettirned. t^ iis.> We w^rpfflf 
tunajte enough tP find breM at the tdbl^ ifi7 
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(lead of GoiBo-doDghy and wine that was 
drinkable, with a couple of broiled chickens ; 
which was a repad far better than I expeded 
in fuch a place, and at fiich a lafte hour. On 
the door of our bed-room was pafted a printed 
paper, called an Ave Maria, which ran as fol- 
lows : ** Hail, Mary ! conceived without orr- 
•* ginal fm. Whenever any one fervently, 
" and with fincere devotion repeats thefe 
** words, hecaufeth great joy in heaven, and 
" infinite terror in hell.'^ When I aflced the 
Alcalde about this paper, he informed us that 
feme miffionaries from Spain came lately tO' 
the iflands, in their way lo the Indies, where 
obferving a want of devotion to the Virgin, 
I hey, in order lo enliven it, caufed the natives 
to buy ihofe papers, and pafte them on the 
doors of their houfes ahd aparimenis. 

Next mortiing we walked otit to fee the 
town, which is pleafanily fitvated in a narrow 
bottom,x farroonded' with kills. It has a lar^ 
beautiful church and convent, built of hewn 
ilone: moft of the houfes of the town are 
neat, but withouf either btilconies or any outer 
coiLTts, as is the niiannerof building the houfes 
of people of fafhion in Spain «nd m the other 
iflands. In the gairdens of the town we faw 
1 o fruit or other trees, except a feMh palms or 
fig-trees, and fome of the flirub bearing the 
prickly pear. After our walk wc returned td 
the houfc, where wc breakfafted on bread, 
broiled- chicken*, cheefc, wine, and fw^at- 
m'eii^^i^ for the gentry here do not makelifeof 
4hifc6h(er fifcethofe in the reft of the iflands. 
/cn'thetime ve were in the ♦Alcalde's houfc 
wc faw no women, except the fcrvants, it not 

being 
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berngthe cuftom there for women of- fa{hion< 
to appear before (Irangersl About ten in the* 
morning we todk our lieave of him^ and re* 
turned to Las Playas. On our way thither we- 
ftb^ped at ft gentleman's houfe^ who was a 
native of Tenerife, and-farmed the King's re* 
venue upon- fhuff and tobaeco in this ifland* 
His houie was two (Vories high, with balconies* 
He ordered' us each a difh of chocolate, and 
entertained us after a free, open, and hofpi- 
table manner; and: when we took our leavo^fi 
him,' he made one of his fervants fill our 
guide's fack fuU of bread, cheefe, and bottles 
of wine. 

Next day the Altalde Major and the Go^^ 
vernor'i fon came to- vifit me on board the (hip 
at Las Playas. The'^Jatter immediately re- 
coHeQed his having feen me when I was at 
Oliva, and reprimanded me becaufe I* had not 
waited on his father, t^excufed myfelf in tho , 
beft manner I could, A^d when the Alcalde 
Major under flood I was the fame perfon, on- 
l>oard whofe vcfl'el he had been fome years be* 
fore, at Cala de Fuftes, he alked me in a very 
(crious manner^ why I went away that time 
without feeing him^ and- paying his fees:: he 
added, that the duty of a m^fter of aiveflel^ 
is, whenever he arrives in the ifland, to wait 
upon him immediately. In anfwer to all this, 
I pleaded ignorance of the Spanilh cuftoms ; 
which is a good apology for Argngers to make 
at all times when they fall into any miilakes, 
and are thereby embarraflfed in that country. 
After entertaining them in the ^eft manner I 
could, they went afhore, being fea-fick^ and 
lodged in a cave near the Tea. We flruck a 

bargain 
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bftrgaiii wUh thorn for a ^^f go of whmt^ (or 
one of tht.v^lbls, for «l ib«| time I hsid (wa 
in the baj» one ^f whi^h t iateo4e4 OxQuH 
carry tfaU corn to tb^ ifland of IV^^irfi. 

Iv order tp tiike 9n bo^d Ibe cbrn, it W94 
abfelulely MCtflEw'y t© p^caiy^ a vifn of tbiR 
loquifitioDi, ^c. befc^e wbi^b «^o Y^flel (;aQ 
trade in theft iOaDdl* 9ut wbep %h^(^ cr^^y 
gcntleroeo Mwd I wef^ 19 earneft about buying 
corn, aod thet 1 hsKl recffiyed tb$ vU^tSi of (b^i 
bupiifitcrs^ they, expeAiBg io ny^ka me pay 
tfaem' nope iRPiiay for vt^ pfeieoded thay coul(| 
not btty the corn ib ebe^p 44 ibey if^agiped : 
** Befidesy fakl they, we run a great rifqi^o 
of beii% called to account for exporting com 
cootrary to law." Wben I perceived tbem 
fliuffling, I altered my defign of buying corn, 
but attenoptftd to tr#^e with the reft of thq 
inhabitants for caQ) ^nd what Utile proviiioi^ 
I wanted for the veffels ; but thU did not fuc-r 
ceed, for the Alcalde Major aqd his alTociatesi 
by their power and authority in the ifland^ fo . 
intimidated the natives, and Uid fp many 
fiambling blocks in iheir way, that they coqld 
not buy anything fro^n n^p. TU^ Alcalde, 
findiBg bis^ (cheme had tak^n cSqQ, and that 
I wa8 difapipointed, prppoW ag^in tp fell tl^e 
cargo of corn, and to abate foniething of the^ 
price which 1 had rejcQqd. When he. made 
this propofal I was aibgre and in hi^ power^ 
therefore did noit .teJl him all I tbovgbt, bu^ 
feemed to agree to his pfifipr ^ but as jft^on as 
I got on board, prepafi?d ev^ry thing fgr laU^ 
k)g. As fooo AS they perceived tbis frpna th^ 
(hore, they inia^ediAtely fent a boat abpardi 
with a raeflage beifjgching me to fiay, and 

that 
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that if I woak) c^mcf afliore, they would mtke 
me offers ta fliy (atisfEiAioii. I told the mef- 
&Dger there was no truftii^ to what they faid ;.. 
vpon wbiehy wh^h hefeund me in*earneft, he 
pi^fented ipe with a hM i>f the dueai atid' fete 
of the Inquifition, and of tho Alcalde Major 
for tbf two'difiel'^nttin^ I had been fa the 
Hland, in aH amoumiHg^to aboutfix pounds, fi 
told the meflenger. to give my complimeiits to* 
the Alcalde and the officers of the Inquifition^. 
and tett them I 'would^ pay them when ever It 
ftould'have the pleifure of feeing them again r: 
and fo w« departed. During the time the 
Alcalde^ Major and Me companions lodged in 
the cave by the fea-(hore, they fubiHled on 
what provifions wc fent afhore to them^ and 
on fifli, for they could not remain in the (hips 
by i»eafon of Tea (icknefs. 'At that time fome 
dl the * fiihef men catched in the bay a huge 
tortoife^ or iogger-head turtle^ weighing a- 
bOtttfive hutidred pounds, which they brought 
aihope, and placed on its back upon a great 
ftone, theft cut its throat, from which the 
bh>od ifTued forth in a large fmoaktng ftream. 
Having no ieffelat hand to receive ir,. the Al^ 
calde and the reft of the gentry catched as 
much of i\ as they could in their hands, and 
drank U off. When diey obferved our difguft 
at the fight of fuch a barbarous and beaftly 
repaft, they (hook their heads, and told us it 
was an excellent remedy for the itch, and iiv 
viled OS to partake Hkewife ; to the iticreafe of 
otir loathing, we obferved their bands blotch- 
ed with fcabsand^u leers. 

Ik this Voyage we had on board, as an In- 
terpreter on the coaft of Africa, a Barbary 

Jew. 



4a THE HISTORY OF 
Jew, When we came to Fuertaventuniy I- 
gave flri6t orders to our crew not to tell the 
iflaoders who he waSf foi! fear of an accident 
in cafe he i^ould venture aihore ; and before, 
{.went ttiyklf, I,advifed:|ii0i to keep on boardj. 
for fear the Inquifirion ihouid get notice of^ 
and detain him. 6ut,.iiotwiihftandtng my^ 
caution, he went afliore^ and travelled to the 
vHlagc of Tunehe, where he paflVd for a ca- 
tholic* As he fpoke very good Spani(h| the 
natives were very fond of converfing with 
hipi ; and one of them happening to aik htm 
what counttfyman he was, he. replied«an Italic 
:^n; the other a(ked him. if he had ever been 
in Rome, to which he, readily anfweredin the 
affirmative: ** And have you everfecn God's 
«> Vicar upon earth ?" ** Yes, faid he, an<t 
" received his blefTing alfo.** Upon this they 
GonduSed him to their houfesy where they^ 
treated him. with the bed they had, and made 
him feme prcfents of Goffio^meal, kids, and 
fowls;, but when fome of our poor heretical 
failor<s went to that village, theynever fi^much 
as defired them to come into their houfes, or 
aikedthem to eat or drink, u^til they ihewed 
them money. 

WhenI firft came to the iflandof Lan- 
ccrota, we anchored in thp port of. £1 Rio bcr 
fore-mentioned, from whence I immediately 
difpatched.a (hepherd, whom 1 found there^ 
to th^ Governor to give him notice of our arr 
rival.' He returned the fame day, and brought 
vviih him one of the Governor's fervants,.with 
a faddled afs, and an order for me wait on?him 
at the village of Haria. Accordingly I went 
afliore, and. took a Tencrife boy. along with 

me. 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 41 

me. After wc had afcended the ftcep ch'ff by 
the narrow parh-way« we found the fiddled 
afs waiting for us, upon which I mounted, aiid 
foon came to the village, where I fc^nd the 
Governor fitting on a bench before the door 
of his houfe ; who, on my approaching him, 
embraced and faluted the after the Spanifh fa- 
ihion. He was drefled in a black taffety waift* 
coat, and breeches of the fame ftufF, white 
fslk ftockings, a linen night*cap laced, with a 
broad- brimmed hai flouched. This drefsmade 
him appear extremely tall, and he was in re- 
ality about fix feet high, and feemed to be a- 
bout fifty-five years of age. After fitting fome 
time with him at the door, he brought me into 
the houfe, and introduced me to fome ladies, 
whom I took to be his wife and daughters. 
This was a favour of no fmall account in this 
QT any other of the Canary Iflands. Although 
I left the ihip before dinner-time, nobody 
saiked me if I had dined, fo that I fafted that 
day from mornrng to night. There is a firange 
fort of delicacy among the gentry here, which 
is, that one muft not afk for any thing to eat, 
though ever fo hungry or faint, in a firange 
houfe; as a freedom of that kind woul#be 
looked on as the higheft degree of vulgarity 
and ill-breeding : therefore, when I found an 
opportunity, I made a pretence of going out 
to fpeak toNny fervant, but in reality to try 
to get fome vid:ua1s privately. The Tcne- 
rtfe boy I found ha^^flFered as much as my* 
felf : however, I gave him fome money and 
fent him to bring whatever he could find that 
was eatable ; and in cafe he could procure no* 
thing better, to brmg me a tump of Goffio* 
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dough) cf^ hifidAll cf mtal: but bir fearch 
proved i^ vab^ theFft being ne (ucb thing 43 
br«ad qc t^ny eatables fold tberQ. At laft bip«. 
pcr-tio)9 qafne^ and (h^ repaft was» for tkzti 
part o{ ihe^ world, mK only a gpod oxie, but 
very el^gfot,, .<:onfifting of roapy diflRer^nt 
difiie^, AH tl>& ume we w^re at tsihkf, the. 
ladies wer«[ very particular in their enquiries 
concecniog t^e EngHfti women, their appear^ 
aBce, drefs^ behaviour^ a^d amufem^nta^ £ 
.rapliiid) 1^ all their ^Maftioo^ a^^ wall 9a I couldi 
but they wer^ greatly fhocked at the acco\uit 
I gave of ibc^r free behsivlours but when I m^ 
hfmwi theiiif of th^ o^aflners. of the Freuch 
ladi^jL (hey t^ldi 9>^ pla^y that ii; wi^ nQt> 
pofiiblf tlHFe €oul4 be any viirtuous viotmv a*. 
iK^bqag tl^etn. After the ladies retjredj the oki: 
geiikiJefnao m^giiifi^ U>e povi^er, wea)th| and 
graiwbwf Qf the Kin{( of Sp9A^t, abo?^ a^ll tJh« 
Kv9fgf ^f it^ woifldv A^ ^ ifift^nc^ oC the^ 
cwrage of tl^e: Sfximd) fi^ameci,. he faidf it waa 
a: f ttli9> if a Spfinjiflt mm of war (hould/ ha^ 
pen t<in:Ket two of the (anae force of aay o-* 
ther naitioiiii, (Htr wa& not tp run away, but was^. 
obli^ to^ongage th^m ; and if fhe niet three,^ 
the Captain nwgh^ if h^ pleafed, e^d^avQur 
to avoid UiQm» ^ if ha fled, it.wa^ alwa^ys- 
looked on a» a dat^a^rdiy a^ion. He added» 
tl^ the SpaniaJ7d«, ia courage, temperance, 
honour^ awl z^eal for th^ true religion, fur- 
^{&d all the reft of the world* With this 
and th^ like diicourfe hie pntertainqd n^ for the 
ffnae of an ho^ } 9^91% (>ther queftiorks, he 
aiked mi^ if England aod Frawe were in the 
fame iflapd,, m if t|v^y wefci different iilanda. 
lentr^ed tb^ honwr oi his coo^^any on 

hoardi 
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hmrd my fliif^tt ElRio^; hi (M^ be wGuh| 
como with 4JI his bMrt» if ny (hip were at 
BoftOide N90S, but that it would te indecent 
for a mAQof bi$. qualitx to defcctad thediflFon 
all fours. Next niorfiiDg I fet out for £1 Rio, 
]» company with the Staokire, or faraier of 
the King's diHy on fnuff and tobacco* We 
\rere mQuntedooaflcs, vrhUh fetofF witb ua 
oa a fulll gallop^ but did wt long coniinue 
that pace* Tbe Stankero hisdercd m mucb 
Qft the cciad^ aa he carried a fowHpg-pifea with 
him^ and (bot at every bird he could kt^ wUh'<; 
cwt alig^txng^ and we were obliged; to wait 
for Un. im lold met t^he only pleafi^rehf 
ImA m Ufa wuia tp^ take hia giin in the mormngt, 
mouni his a&, and s» a-(£^i«. Wben we 
came to* tbe fleep cliff, one of the geettenaee 
would not alighti but ordered hia fervant. toj 
laid his afs d^wn the paib:;. but tbe fervaat) 
being wifer than himrelf^ wilb gfeat diikuUy 
diffittded bim from this piece of ftait^ by rer; 
peefeniifig to hinn tbe impofiibiUty of doi^ it< 
without Waking hi^eeck : fo fearfni are thefe 
people of demeaning- ihemfelves by ufuig tbj»r 
legs. 

Thb Stankeeo and hii fm^ canpie on 
board, and bought fonsegoods of us, whicbi 
they were to pay for in orcbyia^wecd. Af- 
ter tbe concli^on of the bs^gaio^ we en^er* 
tained tbetn m tbe befl mangief we <»ubl». 
for three days that thry remaieed on board*, 
waiting for the orchilla-weed, which tbeyt 
had fent; for from the other end of th« 
ifland. Tbeiir/ fet vanis toU us^ that dieir ma(^ 
ters had never liYod fo well ta tbeir tites^ aad 
that one of the gentlemeo la particular never 

taftcd 
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faded flcfh meat If home :• however, we were 
perfefily fenfible that this did not proceed 
from any natural antifathy^ or temperance^ 
for whh us he eat, or rather devoured, fix 
pounds of meat at every meaK 

W»1LB we remained at El Rid, our Car^ 
penter and Boatrwain fet out together, after 
breakfaft, to virit the village of Haria^ and 
being firangers to the cuftoms of the place, 
negleSed to rake provifions with them. When' 
they got on fl\orc> the firft thi»g they did; 
feamcn-like, was to look ou^ for a public 
houfe ; but their labour proved in vain, and • 
therefore they went into feveral houies, in 
hopes that fomebody uould be courteous 
enough to oiFer them fomething to eat ; bur, 
though they found the people ready enough te 
talk wi^h and aft quellions of them, yet no 
one offered to Tupply their wants. A^ laft^ 
feeing fome -ladies and people ai the door of. 
the wvepiK)r*"s hoafe, they- fauntered tbwardls 
them, in expefiation that their curiofity might 
induce them to eaU to them ; fo far they were 
right, for they afted them a multitude of quef- 
tions, but never enquired if they were either 
hungfy or thirfty ; however, one of the fea- 
roen, thinking to givt them a' hint of their 
neceflity, begged the favour of a^^ draught of 
water, which wa)s readily brought them, but 
neither visuals or wine; fo they found they 
had nothing left, but to make the bed of their 
way back totheOiip. In their road they met 
with a maU' riding on a camel, and being quite- 
faint with fading, they agreed with him, for 
a real, to alight, and let them ride on the ca- 
Qiel to the brow of the cliff. When they 

were 



THE CANARY ISLANDS. 45 
were got about half way thither, the camel 
chanced to fliake himfelf, and the Tailors, 
wholly unufed to, and not expeSing fuch a 
fudden motion^ fame tt^mjbliogheadfong to the 
ground. The driver; ih a'Turprize, alked 
them what was ^h^ matter, and endeavoured 
to perfuade them- to remount, but in vain; 
and when he demanded the hire of the beaft, 
they told him it was welt they did not break 
his bones, and To walked ofF: the driver having 
nofone near tb aflift him, *ilid fidt' ofler to |hir- 
foe them, v 

THiSEifloricS'rtiay appear very triflmg and 
impertinent^ tO' the reiader; but I relate them 
.to ^ve^fome idea of the manhers of thofe 
people. Whiea Mt enquired of ihemithe price 
of any thing, fuch as flieep, fowls, or hogs^ 
this was ^hfeir, ccvnmoQ ieply,::V:Tothena- 
." tivHof the country^ /Wci (kl them :at(ueh 
.^^ a. price;. but to ftraHgeniwe canp6t All 
** them under fo much.m6^e.f * This is alone 
TufBcient to (hew their inhofpitable and hrxitil 
dirpoficion* ' . , .. / ' ' ;- 
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. Of 4b€G(iH>mHMnt imd TraJt of LamiMa mid 
FuertniventurA, fffc. 

AL Til OUGH M the C^wy ifluids 
are Aibjed to the crown of Sparts J^t 
! die natives, of tlK lUM) iftaiids wbich wt are 
mow deferibing^ and tbofe t>f Oomeni ffnd 
Jiitrrb^ koM not their landi of tile <?R>vm, 
.i>at of the deftcMlanis irf the hocife of iitr- 
.nrtLi ■:■■■■ ■■• r '/• . j • /' • ' • . 
' Cttitr ptfrt ^:^vhe<power amd JurifdiaiM 
/originally fdttttSkd^Vfy the praprt€ltfors' of thefe 
Ufladdi^ voasitftkeii: front th^imntid UMiexed to 
:tfadcn»w(fi; pr6baUf on ftfocolmt of their U- 
ibuftr'olf iiich ati isititfnftfr' iitrthorify ; himI 4hie 
government is now invefted in an Alcalde Mih 
jor, and a Sargento Major, otherwife called 
Governador de las Armas. The firft of thofe 
officers is the head of the civil, and the other 
of the military government. From the deci- 
(ion of the Alcalde Major there is an appeal 
to the Royal Audience in the ifland of Cana- 
rla : and the Sargento Major receives his or- 
ders from the Governor-general of the Ca-^ 
*^^W lV9^^» ^^^ commonly refides in Te* 
nerife. There are no (landing forces kept 
here; but there is a militia, properly regu- 
lated, and divided into companies, to each of 
which there is a Captain, Lieutenant, and 

Enfign. 
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Ertfigfi. ThiB Sargento Major i$ Colmel^ ^r 
dhiirf of tfi^ whdt, and iikts care to fee that 
thfelfafim, Src, are kept in proper order, that 
tht eompanitss may fie raiftd at a (hof t i^^rning; 
for feme titne afttjr tHfe cotiqiieft of thefc 
ffltrnds, the natives were frequewriy difttit^d 
by Algerhie corrairs, wid cfpecially thofe of 
Lanctrora, ndiere a fleet of thofe people 
1dnde|^y and tarried oIF no lefs than one Ihott- 
■fend fir liattdted and forty-eight perfons ♦, 
1>eih^Trtioft all tfce irfhabitants of the ifland. 
^e^ovemor|ttve me the following accontit 
of this>itfeif. when the natives found that 
the A^gerittes were too fttcmg for therti, they 
fled itito the caves in the tdand. The mam 
5)ody ttf rfcrem took refogc in a very fpacions 
t)n'e fhat nuris above a mHe in length under- 

froutid. The Atgerines pur fded fhem ctofely, 
ut >^ew ifraia to enter the eave, and there- 
fore cdntented thcmfelves %)^kh dofely block- 
ing up Its mouthy thinkifig to oblige the ifland- 
ers to furrendtr for wiant trf^ food. But in this 
th^ wet e deceived ; for there vra^ a privaffe 
p^f&ge at the other end, by which the natives 
oftd tb. gb forth in ftarch of provifions. Un- 
fortonattly one of them, who was upon this 
bufinefs. Was taken by the Moors, who pnti- 
mifed him his life ^nd liberty If he wotild dif- 
cover to fhetn by what me*ns the people ftut 
up in the cave, procured fuftehafice. Tlife 
prifoYier, dreading immediate death if he did 
trot comply, informed them of the 'truth; 
whereupon they 'ftnpped up the other etftry, 
artd thus com^pelled thofe wtthin lo futrender : 

* Gramaye fays thiar happened ia (be jrear 1618. 

and 
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and notwithftanding a fleet of Spanilh men of 
war was then cruifing in the Streights of 
Gibraltar, to intercept them, they arrivedTafe 
at Algiers, with their prifoners and booty* 
Ti)e King of Spain was pleafed afterwards to 
ranfom thefe poor people, and fend them back 
to their native country. In thofe days Lan* 
cerota was but thinly inhabited, but it is now 
quite otherwife. Some time about the year 
1748, the Algerines made another defcent 
upon this ifland. The natives, who were now 
better acquainted with the manner of defend- 
ing themselves, did not offer to oppofe their, 
landing, but fuffered them to advance into the 
country, when, getting between the corfairs 
and their boats, they furrounded and cut every 
one of them in pieces, except only thofe who 
were left to guard the boats. Since that time 
the Algerines have never attempted to land in 
anvof the Canary Iflands. In the year 1596, 
a fmail fquadron of £ngli(h /hips, command- 
ed by the Earl of Cumberland, came to anchor 
near Port de Naos. Thb fquadron was going 
to attack the Spaniih fettlements in the Weft 
Indies; but the Earl having intelligence from 
fome of his feamen (who haid been prifoners in 
. the iffand) of a Marquis reckoned to be worth 
an hundred thoufaiid pounds, who lived in thr 
town of Cayas, and who was Lord of Lan- 
cerota and Fuertavcntura; he detlrmined to 
touch there, and feize him, in order to pro- 
cure a good fum for his ranfom. Thefe men 
aifured him, that they knew the place fo well, 
that they could condud him by night to the 
Marquis's houfe. But when the fleet came ofl 
th« ifland, they could not, even in broad day- 
light. 
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light, (hew him the proper place for landing ; 
however, he anchored with his flHps near Port 
de Naos, fent five or fix hundred foldiers a* 
fhore, under the command of Sir John Berk^ 
ley, who purfued the natives for fome time* 
but without being able to overtake them, (hey 
were fo fwift- footed ; and when he caine to 
the town, he found nothing left but a fm^l 
quantity of cheefe and wine, and whole reams 
of popifii bulls and pardons. The cafile or 
fort was abandoned, though it was fo flrong 
that twenty men could have defended it a^ainft 
five hundred. And now as the Marquis, who 
IV as the chief objed of their defcent, was lio 
v^here to be found, the troops reimbarked, 
after having fufiained fome lofs by ficknefs, 
from drinking too plentifully of the wine which 
they found in the town. • 

During the war between England and 
Spain which began in the year 1739, an Eng* 
lifli privateer came into the bay of Las Playas^ 
in Fuertaventura, and landed a confiderable 
body of men, who marched into the ifland. 
But they had not proceeded far, when a mul- 
titude of the natives, chiefly armed with clubs 
and {tones, attacked them with great fury, 
killed the greatefi part of them, and made the 
reft prifoners, who were foon after fent to 
Tenerife. Six weeks after this, fome other 
Engllib privateers landed two or three hundred 
men at the fame place, and marched inland 
with colours flying and drums beating. The 
natives, enraged to find the ifland diflurbed 
again in fo (hort a time, determined to give 
thefe fecond invaders no quarter ; and fo af- 
fembling. together, fell upon them. The 
Vol. II. C Engliflj 
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Englif^ however received their atta<*k with 
great bravery, and killed many of them ; but 
finding it utterly impoffibk to dcfciKi them- 
/elves any longer againft ftich numbers (tte 
natives being twenty to one) threw down their 
arms and begged for quainter, but in vain, for 
•the cxafperated iflanders inhumanly butcher^ 
ed every one of them. 

In all probability, the Englifti muft have 
been deceived in their noti6ns of the number 
of inhabitants on the ifland ; for it appears, 
when viewed from the fea, to be 4imBhabit« 
ed and de folate. 

Jn the late war with Spaifl, two privateers, 
called the Lord Anfon and Hawke, -failed on 
n cruife among the Azores and Canary llflands. 
The Hawke being near Porto de Ndos, in 
Lanceroia, and feeing fome vefftis lying in 
the port, (he attempted to -get at ^hem, but 
could not, for nobody on board kn^w the paf- 
ffigfcs through the rocks to the harbour. Some 
time after Ihe was joined by her confort, the 
Lord Anfon, when they jointly attacked the 
caftle, and filenoed its guns. But not finding 
the entrance of the harbour, they went about 
n league to the leeward, where they landed 
an hundred men. The natives aflembled to 
the number of abotit five hundred, and came 
down to the fea-fide to attack them, placing a 
number of camels in the front, to ferve a* a 
breaft-work againft the enemy's fire; but this 
did them no fervice, for the feamen foon broke 
the camels, and turned them upon their maf* 
ters; who, feeing the refolution of the in- 
vaders^ began to fly in great diforder, and 
left many of their cloaks behind, and about 

five 
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five or fix men dead on the fpot. The Tea- 
men, on this occafion, behaved with great 
prudence, for they would not purfue the fugi- 
tives inland, but marched along-ihore to 
Pprto de Naos, their boats keeping clofe by 
them, to which tbey might retreat at plea- 
lure. In, their march they were frequently 
fired upon by the natives, who (kulked behind 
ttie rocks ; but by fending out fmail parties of 
five or fix men each, they were foon diflodg- 
f d, and obliged to fly. When the privateer's 
people came to Porto de Naos, they found the 
place, deferied, and every thing of value car* 
ried off. And as the vefTels which the Hawke 
wanted to cut out, had made their efcape be* 
fore fhe was joined by the Lord Anfon, the 
men embarked, without attempting any thing 
againft the cadle. This latter i}red feveral 
ihot at the fhips, but was quickly filenced by 
their great guns. In this expedition the Eng« 
lifli loft only one man, which was the Cap- 
tain of the Lord Anfon, who was killed on 
board his own (hip by a fhot from the caftle. 

Although thefe iflands zre little efteem- 
ed by the Spanifli government, yet in fa(5t they 
are of the utmoft value ; for if they were 
once fubdued by any other nation, Pal ma and 
Tenerife would fall ot courfe, becaufe they 
are fupplied with corn from Lancerota and 
Fuertaventura. Befides, the ports in Lancer- 
ota would always be convenient retreats for 
the cruifing (hips of an enemy, where they 
might careen, and be fupplied with provi- 
fions. 

The exports from hence are confined whoU 

lyto the other iflands: thefe are wheat, bar- 

C 2 ley. 
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-ley, maize, cattle, fowls, cheefe, orchilla- 
*weed, and goats (kins, fait and feme faft-fi(h{ 
the two laft are only exported from Lancer- 
ofa. The wheat here is fmall-grained, but 
very hard, clear, and good : it fells always in 
Tenerife at a higher price than either Eng- 
lifh or other European wheat, by one fifth. 
The firft wheat fown in this ifland was brought 
thither by Diego dc Herrera, from Barbarj. 
About eight years ago, they exported a num- 
ber of camels from Fuertaventura to Jamaica 
and other parts of the Engliifa Weft Indies, 
But fo foon as it was known at Canaria and 
Tenerife, that Englifh (hips came to Fuerta- 
ventura and carried away camels, the General 
and Royal Audience prohibited that trade, for 
iear of lofmg the breed, and raifing the price 
of thofe animals. 

The affes brought to Fuertaventura increaf- 
-cd fo fail, that they ran wild among the 
mountains, and did fo much damage to the 
natives, by eating their corn and other grain, 
fhat, in the year 1591, they were obliged to 
aiTemble all the inhabitants and dogs in the 
ifland, to endeavour to deftroy them ; accord- 
ingly they killed no lefs than fifteen hundred. 
Since that time there has not been any more 
in the ifland, than JufBcient to fupply the in- 
habitants. 

The exportation of corn is moft impolitic- 
ly prohibited from this ifland to any place, ex- 
cept the reft of the iflands; by which means 
in a year of gre^t plenty, it becomes of fo 
little value, as fcarcely to pay for the ex pence 
of cutting it down. This confequently makes 
them indifferent -about raifing more than what 

they 
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they can confume themfelyes, or fell in the 
other iflands ; fo that in a bad year, the ifland^ 
ers Aarve for want, efpecialiy the inhabitants of 
Tenerife, if they have not the good Ibrtune la 
be fupplied from Europe. 

The imports here are almoft ail from the 
other iflands, efpecialiy from Tenerife, whicb 
is the centre of trade tor all the Canary Iflnnds. 
They confift in Englifh woollen goods and- 
German linens, both of the coarfell. fabrics ^ 
brandy, wine, oil, fruit, planks^ and' other 
forts of timber, baiksand filhing; boats, bees 
wax, houfliold furniture,, tobacco and fnuffi 
foap, candles, and a confiderabie quantity of 
cafh, which they receive in the ballance of 
trade; part of which goes in payment of rent 
to the proprietors of the lands; and the reffi 
to Gran Canaria, to fupport the charge of their 
law-fuits;. for the natives of all the Canary 
Iflands are generally extremely litigious. 

Nq fliip goes immediately from Europe tot 
thofe ifliands^ becaufe the confumption of Eu- 
ropean conbmodities in them is fo flow andi 
inconfiderable^ that it would not be worth, 
while. With proper management, a fliip of 
any nation in Europe, at war with Spain, 
ipight touch at Lancerota and Fuertaventura» 
pafs for a neutral veflel, and be fupplied with, 
provifions ; for the natives have no intercourfe 
with foreigners, therefore they cannot dif- 
tinguifli an Englifliman from a Hollander, 
Dane, or Swede ; but whoever would pafs for 
a Frenchman, muft go to mafs, otherwifehe 
will be difcovered. 

C 3 CHAR 
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CHAP. VI. 



0/ tbeljlandof Gran Canatia. 

HI T H E R T O I have been dcfcribing 
the iflands that are almoft deferts wheh 
compared with the fertile and pleafaiit Ct\€ 6f 
Canaria, which, for the excellent tempera- 
ture of its air, and the plenty of g6od Wa'ter, 
trees, herbs, and delicious fruits tliat ar6 
found thereon, well deferves the naitiie of tli6 
Fortunate Iflandl 

The north-eaft point of Canaria lies wett 
from the fouth-weft end of Fuertav^ntura, 
eighteen leagues diflance: in clear weather^ 
any of thofe iflands may be eaflly feen from 
the other. Canaria is about fourteen leagues 
in length, nine in breadth, and thirfy-five in 
circumf^nce, reckoning the length from fh^ 
north-eaft point fouthward unto the point Ar- 
ganeguin, and ihe breadth from the port of 
Agaetc, on the we(l(ideof the iflahd, to thdt 
of Gando, on the eart. The inland part, or- 
centre, is' exceeding high, and full of lofty 
mountains, which tower fo far above the 
clouds, as to flop the current of the riorth- 
eaft wind that generally blows here; fo that 
when this wind blows hard oh the north fide 
of the mountains, it is either quite calm oil 
the other fide, or a gentle breeze blows upon 
it from the fouth- weft. Thefe calms and eddy- 

windsj 
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winds, occafioned by the height of the moun- 
tains above the atmofphere, extend twenty or 
twenty-five leagues beyond them, to the fouth- 
we(V. There arc calms beyond or to the lee- 
ward of fome of the reft of the iflands as well 
as Canaria ; for thofe of Tenerife extend fif- 
teen leagues into the ocean ; the calms oflF 
Gomera, ten; and thofe off Palma, thirty. 
r have been frequently in all ihe calms of the- 
iflands, excepting thofe ©f Palma ; and from: 
my experience of them, 1 may veniure to fay,. 
that it is extremely dangerous for fmall veflfels,., 
or open boats to venture vvlrhin ihem, when 
the wind blows haid wiihout. It is true, in- 
cteed, the wind raifes the waves of the fca to 
a mountainous height j yet thofe waves fol- 
low each other in a tegular fucceflion ; for 
were they to fall confufedly one againft ano- 
ther, no fhip would be able to fail on the 
ocean. But in a {^orm, the wind driving the fea- 
before it, each wave givejs place to the one 
which follows; whereas in the calms of the 
Canary Iflands, the fea not moving forward in- 
the fame diredion with the fea without, but 
being as it were flagnate, or at reft, refifts the 
waves that fall in upon it from without ;. and 
this refiftance caufes them to break juft in the 
fame manner as the billows break upon the 
fea-fhore, but with lefs violence on account of 
the diflFerent nature of the refiftance. This 
breaking of the waves is only on the verge of, 
©r jufl: entering into the calms, for within them 
the water is fnnooth and pleafant. 

Upon firft coming into the calms, the waves 

may be feen foaming and boiling like a pot, 

and breaking in all direSions. When a veflfel 

C 4 comes 



56 THE HISTORY OF 
comes amongft them, fhe is (haken and beaten 
by the waves on all fides, in fuch a manner 
that one would imagine fhe could not with- 
ftand it ; however, this confufion does not laft 
long. Th^ beft way to manage a fljip enter- 
ing the calms, is immediately to haul up the 
courfes, and diligently attend the braces, to 
catch every puff of wind that offers, in order 
to pu(h (he (hip into them as foon as poilible. 
The crew muft not think it ftrange, to be 
obliged to brace about the yards every two or 
three minutes, according as the wind veers 
and hauls; but after a (hip is once fairly enter- 
trd the calms, (he will either find a dead calm 
and fmooth water, or a pleafant and conHant 
breeze at fouih or fouth-weft, according as 
the wind blows without, to which this eddy- 
wind, as I may call it, always blows in an op- 
pofite direflion. 

On the north-eafl end of Canaria is a pe- 
ninfula, about two leagues in circumference. 
The iflhmus by which it is conneSed with 
the main ifland, is about two miles in length, 
and a quarter of a mile rn breadth at the nar- 
roweft part. On each fide of this ifthmus is 
« bay, which is expofed on the north-weft fide 
to the fwell of the fea, and therefore an unfit 
road for (hipping ; but fmall barks get in be- 
tween a ledge of rocks and the (liore, and lie 
there fmooth and fecure from all winds and 
weather. Here the natives of the ifland re- 
pair their fmall vefTels. 

On the other fide of the ifthmus is a fpa- 
cious fandy bay, called by fome Porto de Luz, 
and by others Porto de Ifletes, from fome 
fteep rocks, or iflands, at the entrance of the 
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hay towards the north-eaft. This is a good 
road for (hipping of any burthen, with all. 
winds except the fouth-eaft, to whieh it is ez- 
pofed ; but that wind (which is not common 
here), feldom. blows fo hard as to endanger (hip« 

Th£ landing-place is in the very bight or 
bottom of the bay, where the water is gene* 
rally fo fmooth, that a boat may lie broad- 
fide to the ihore, without danger. At this- 
landing-place ftands a hermitage, or chapel^ ^ 
dedicated to St. Catherine, and a caftle, mount- 
ed with a few guns, but of no ftrengih. From 
thence along (hore to the eaftward, at the 
dtftance. of a league, is the city of'Palmas,, 
the capital of the ifland: between which, and. 
the above-mtniioned caftle are two other forls» 
mounted with guns ; thefe have no garrifons,, 
except a few invalids. At the other end of the 
city is another caftle called St. Pedro. None. 
of all thefe are of any ftrength. 

Ship RING that difcharge their cargoes at 
Palhias,. generally in good weather anchor 
within half a mile of the town, for the quick- 
er difpatch ; but that place is not a good road. 
The city of Pajmas is of no ftrength to op- 
pofe an attack; but it is large, and contains, 
ftveral-^fie buildings, particularly the cathe- 
dral of St. Anne, with many churches, con- 
vents of Friars of all orders, and nunneries* 
The private houfes here are in general good,, 
being all built of ftone. . The city is divided- 
into two parts, which have a communicatioa. 
with each other by a bridge, thrown over a 
fmall. ftream of. water. The number of in- 
C 5- habitaats . 
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habitants in Palnoas I gu^fs to be ibont fix 
thoufand. 

The next port of afiy confequcnce U Gan- 
do, fituate on the rooth-eaft part of the iflHiid. 
I never was there, but am informed it is a got)d 
port for (hipping, with all winds except the 
iboth. There you may be fupplied with good 
water and other refrefliments. 

Gaete, or Agaete, on the north-weft fiart 
of the ifland, is a port with a ca(lle f6r it^ de- 
fence. It is frequented only by boats that 
carry provifions, &c. from thence to Santa 
Cruz in Tencrife. The country hear it is 
well watered, and abounds with fruit-tree$. 
From Gaete tljere is a high road to the city 
of Palmas. 

The whole coaft of Canaria, excepting at 
thcfe ports, is generally inacceffible to boats 
or veffcls, by reafon of the breaking of the 
feauponit: even the leeward, or fouth-weft 
part of the ifland is expofed to this inconve- 
niency, although it is flieltered by the land 
from the fwell of the trade-wind.. 

It is the fame on the fhores of all the Ca- 
nary Iflands, efpecially at the full and change 
of the moon, excepting thofe of Lancerota 
and Fuertaventura. Yet even to leeward of 
the latter of thefe, the ihore is feldom free 
from furf. I imagine it will be no eafy rtiattct' 
to account properly for this phaenomenon. 

The RE "are no inland cities, or large towni, 
in Caharia; but many villages, the chief of 
iJi^hich are Gaidar and Tclde. 

Although this ifland is high ahd hiOun- 
tainous, yet between the mountains, and nedr 
the fea-coafl, there are many plains, and more 

level 
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level ground than in any of the Canary Ifland? 
to the weflward of it. 



CHAP. Vlt 



Of tbt Climate of Canarm, its JVeatber^ Pro^ 

TH E tempcratqrc of the air is no where 
more delightful than in the ifland of 
Canaria. The heat in fummer £ddom ex- 
ceeds that which- generally prevails in England 
in the months of July and Auguft, and the 
coldeft part of the winter is not (harper than 
with us about nhe end of May in a backward 
feafon. The fame fort of winds blow here,, 
at the fame periods, as^ at Lancerota and Fuer- 
taventura; but the northerly wind is not fo» 
ftrongy being only a gentle breeze that cools 
rhe air fo as to render it agreeably temperate. 
The heavens here are fcTdom overcaft, the 
(ky being almoft continually ferene and free 
from ftorms and thunder. The only difagree- 
able weaAier is when the fouih-eaft winds- 
come upon the ifland, from the great defert of 
Africa ; but thefe rarely happen,, and do not 
laft long. They are very hot, dry, and 
ftifling, and do.much damage to the fruits of 
the earth by their pernicious quality, and alfo* 
by bringing clouds of locufts, that devour c- 
very green thing where they alight. In the 
mountain?,, the weather iadifferent from what 

I. have 
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I have been defcribing ; for there it is very 
cold in winter, and the tops of them are unin- 
habitable, by rcafon of the fnow that falls there 
in that feafon, in great abundance. 

To add to the excellent qualities of this 
climate, the air is exceeding wholefome, and 
the natives enjoy health and longevity beyond 
any people in the vtrorld. I have had oppor- 
tunities of obferving that when they go with 
Europeans to hot unhealthy climates, they are 
the firft that fall fick and die. 

This ifland is well watered, and abounds 
with wood of various kinds: almoft every 
thing that is planted here, will thrive ; and 
the pine, palm, wild-olive, laurel, poplar» 
elder, breffos (a fort of brulh-wood), dragon- 
tree (that yields gum), lena nuefla, or lignum 
Rhodium, the aloes-fhrub, Indian fig, or 
prickly pear, and tubayba, grow fpontaneoufly 
and without cultivation. The latter is a 
fhrub, whofe branches have no leaves except 
at the extremities. When this flirub js flit 
with a knife, or beaten with a (lick, it yields 
a glutinous fubftance, of a white colour. The 
euphorbium fhrub grows here to a large fize, 
and in great plenty : I cannot imagine the rea- 
fon why the natives do not extrad the juice, 
and ufe it for the bottoms of their boats and 
veflels, inftead of pitch ; I am perfuaded it 
would anfwer better, and be an effedual pre- 
fervative againft the worms. The tarrahala 
is a fort of yew, or wild-pine; the retama, a 
withered fhrub without leaves, not unlike the 
branch of a vine, and fome of it grows to the 
thicknefs of a man's wrifl. There are many 
others befides thefe, which I cannot defcribe. 

All 
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All the large trees, except the palm, that are 
natural to.t||p iflandy grow on the mountains 
near thecJouas, which defcending^ upon them- 
towards the evening, furnifh them with moif- 
ture. 

As to fruity here are the aFmohd, walnut, 
chefnut, apple, pear^ peach, apricot, cherry, 
pFum, mulberry, fig, banana, date, orange, 
lemon, citron,^ lime, pomegranate, and in Ihort 
all the American and European fruits, except 
the anana, or pine-apple, of which I think 
there are none in thefe iflands. Of grain they 
have wheat, barley, and maize or Itidian* 
corn ; but peas, beans, and garravanfas * are 
fcarce and dear : melons of different forts, po- 
tatoes, batatas, yams, pompions, the beft 
onions in the world, and many other kinds of* 
roots are found in plenty here, and all good in 
their kind : cabbages and fallads are not want- 
ing. In ihort, in all the Canary Iflands wefl^ 
ward of Fuertaventura, nature amply re- 
wards the labourer for his toil in cultivating' 
the ground. 

Although there is more level- and arable 
land in Canaria than in any of the iflands ta 
the weflward of it, yet it bears no manner of 
proportion to the ftjony, rocky, and barren 
ground, for I imagine the firft is to the lafl as 
one to feven. Yet if the peafants had fuchi 
liberty and fecurity for their property as thofe 
of England have, they could, by a little in- 
duflry and expence, turn the courfe of many 
rivulets of water upon their barren grounds^ 
and thereby render them very fruitful. 

♦ A kind of horfc-bcans, written generally C»- 
ravancas. 

Buf 
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But the great check to induftry in cultivat- 
ing the lands here| is the imprudent condu& 
of their government, which prohibits the ex- 
portation of provifions in a plentiful feafon,, 
and fixes a price upon them in the ifland. This 
laft, though done with a good defign, is a mod 
pernicious^ praAice, and tends dire&ly to make 
a fcarcity ♦• 

The moft fertile part of Canaria is the 
mountain of tX>ranias^ fimated about two 
kagues from the city of Palraas ; it is fliaded 
by groves of diflFererit kinds of fragrant trees, 
whofe lofty boughs are fo thickly interwoven^ 
as to exclude the ravs of the fun. The rills 
that water thefe fhady groves, the whifpering 
of the breeze among the trees, and the melo- 
dy of the Canarv-birds, form a moft delight- 
ful coacert.. ^ben a perfon is in one of thefe 
incbanting folitudes, he cannot fail of calling 
to remembrance the fine things the ancients 
have written of the Fortunate Iflands. 

* When a farmine liftppena in anjr country, and 
the Ijoor ftarve for want of food^ vfhy ftouid the 
proprifltors of corn be robbed, by being compelled 
to fell their ^rain below itf real value 7 For every 
commodity isjuft worth what it will fetch. Why 
do not the rich, in fuch a cafe (rf^they would be 
humane at their own coft) give money tofhe poor, 
to enable them to purchafc k at nhc current price ? 
Does the government m any country compel people, 
in a plentiful year, to buy more corn diaa they can 
confume, in order chat the merGhaBrs, vv^o have a 
great quamtity on hand, may be no lofers? Yet 
this is juft as reaibnable, as obliging the merchants 
01 farmers to lower the price of their grain. 

In 
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In c6ntriit to this ehaf hiing ktnt, the up- 
f^t part of th^ ifland !s totally barren and de- 
Ibtate,. l^fodticlHg rieithef graft 6r fhrub^ ex- 
cept ^ few bf the ibove-ifleritioned retaftias j 
fbi- it projects ht ^bbve the clouds, and there- 
foT^ received heithef dew of rain, but is cx^ 
pbfiA to a thin, dry, parching wind, that gene- 
mil^ bto^^S fforh the weftefn quarter, indire£b 
o^^fitibh to the trade- wind belOw, or under 
ihe clouds : in the night this weAerly wbd 
blo'^s hj&rd, btit fulls in the day-time. In the 
wiAt^r-feafon the top of this illand i^ inaccef- 
iible, being covered with fAow. 

Tti£ prodigious quantity of calcined {lones^ 
i^es, artd lava that cover the greateft part 
of ail the Canary Idands, disfigure them much, 
arid fender the ground unpleafant. The vol- 
canos from whence this matter ^^roceeded, and 
which forfrterly burned, may be difcerned in 
all quarters of this and the reft of the iilands ; 
as alio the channels made by the fiery Areams 
that flowed from them. Thofe are full of 
athes, cindefs, and putnice-ftone of a heavier 
kind thai! that which we bring from Naples. 
1 have not heard Of any volcano burning in 
CaAaria fince the conqueft. Certainly if ever 
the fird inhabitants of thofe iflands abandoned 
them, and went in queft of new habitations 
(as fome niaintain) it muft be owing to the 
dread they had of thofe mod terrible erup- 
tions. 

The wine of Canaria is good, but has not 
fuch a body as that of Tenerife, and there- 
fore not fo fit for exportation ; yet many pipes 
of it are annually fent to the Spaniih Weft 
Indies, 

TH£RS 
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There is no oil made in this dr the other 
iflands, notwith (landing olives have been plant-* 
ed in Canaria. They grow indeed^ and bear 
fruit, but not to fo great perfe&ion as in Spain, 
Barbary, and other coufitries. Much fugar 
was formerly made here, but the great de- 
mand for the wines and brandies of this iQand 
in the Spariilh Weft Indies, flopped the cul- 
ture of canes, the natives finding it more ad- 
vantageous to veft the produce of their wines 
at the Havannah in fugar, than to raife it in 
their own country. Honey abounds in Cana- 
ria, which is good, but of a black colour. 

The animals here are camels, borfes, afTes, 
a few mules, bullocks, flieep, goats, hogs,, 
rabbits, fowls, turkeys, gtefe, ducks, par- 
tridges, crows, and Canary-birds, with fome 
others of the fame iize. 

Cakaria is fometimes peftered with lo- 
eufts, which are brought thither by fouth- 
eaft winds from the defert, and devour every 
green thing wherever they alight; but feldom 
vifit any of the Canary Iflands, except this 
and Hierro, which are fituated more fouther- 
ly than the reft. A few years ago, fuch an 
immenfe quantity came to the fouth-eaft part 
of Canaria, that they covered the fourth part 
of the ifland, and did infinite damage. 

Lizards abound in this and all the other 
iflands; but we find no fhakes, ferpents,.fcor- 
pions, or other venomous creatures, except- 
ing the fore-mentioned fpider of Lancerota, 
and a kind of viper peculiar to the ifland of 
Gomera; which, however, I cannot find.^ 
upon the ftriQeft enquiry, to be at all hurtful. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. viir. 



Defcriptlon of the IJland of Tenenfe. 

POINT Anaga, or Nago, the north- 
eaft end of Tenerlfe, bears nonh-weft, 
about (ixteen leagues diftant from the north* 
weft part of Canaria; but from the faid part 
of Canaria to the neareft part of Tenerife, 
the diftance is not above twelve leagues. This 
ifland is almoft triangular^ the three fides be- 
ing nearly equals and each about twelve leaguea 
in length. In the centre is the famous Pike 
of Tenerife, called by the ancient inhabitants 
Teyde, which name it dill retains with the 
prcfent natives, who call it EI Pico de Teyde, 
i. c. the Pike of Teyde. 

Coming in with the ifland, in clear weather, 
this Pike may be eafily difcerned at the dlftance 
of one hundred and twenty miles, and in fail- 
ing from it, at one hundred and fifty miles 
diftance ; it then appears like a thin blue va- 
fk)ur or fmoke, very little darker than the 
iky. At a further didance the (hade difap- 
pears, and is not difiinguifliable from the a* 
zure of the firmament. Before lofing fight 
of this towering mountain, it feems a conr- 
fiderable height above the horizon, although 
by its dlftance, and the fpherical figure of the 
earth, all the reft of the ifland (the upper 
part of which is exceeding high) is funk be^ 

neatb, 
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neath the horizon ; but in general in failing 
towards Tenerife, whea the trade- wind blows, 
the iiland appears as an hazinefs of the iky, 
or a cloud, till within the diftance of five or 
fix leagues, and then the points of the land 
are firft confpicuous, and (hew like land. 

At a fmall didance from the north-eafl 
point of the ifland, called Pu^jto de Nago, are 
ibme high perpendicular rocb, and five or fix 
feagues front thence, on the fouth-eaft fide of 
the ifland, is the bay or harbour of Santa 
Chiz, the moft frequented port of any in the 
Canary Ill*and?: the beftroadfor fliippinghere, 
16 betwtca the middle of the town and a fort 
or caflle, afaoura mile to the northward of it. 
In ali that fpace, filips anchor from a cable's 
fengtfr diffance from the fltore^ in fir, fevcn, 
and: eighf fathoms water, to half a railfe^ in 
twc»ty-five or thirty fathoms. When a (hip 
Mes any time in the road, it is neceflar];^ to 
buoy her cables, as the ground is in fome 
places foul, and confequently they will he apt 
to rub and fpoil. Here fliips, if ;iioored with, 
good cables and anchors, may lie fecure in all 
winds, abhough the bay is expofed and opea 
m thofe which blow from the north-eaft, eaft, 
and fouth-eaft :, however, it is not above once 
ki the fpace of four or five years that they 
blow fo hard as to caufe any confiderabie dam- 
age. 

Some years ago, almoft all the (hipping irt 
the road were driven on (hore by one of thefe 
gales : fome Englifh fhips were at that time in 
ihe bay, the crews of which prudently cut 
away their mafts, and fo rode out the florm 
fafely.. On that occafioa fome Spanifli fea- 

men 
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men there, publicly declared they faw thtf 
devil in the height of the ttotttk^ Very biify in 
aflifling the heretics. 

In the midtile of the town is a mble, built 
at ar vaft ^xpence, for the cdnvetiiencef of land- 
ing: It runs to the northward, and the outer- 
moft part of it turris toWard the fliore; Irt 
mild weather goods are landed at a creek a« 
fhong the rocks, near the cUflbm-houfe, at th^ 
diftance of a flone*8 caft to the fouthWard of 
the mole. 

I>r going froift the niole ihto the tbwn, there 
is a fquare fort on the left hand, named Su 
Philip^s^ which is the pf'incipal one irt the bay: 
to the northward of it along (hore^ arefoine 
fort^ or batteries, itioiinted with- guns ; the 
mkyft conlidcrable 6f which i^ called Paflb At 
to. Ntedr it \i a fteep rocky den, or valley, 
begin'nVng at thefea-fliore, and running a long 
\tray inland, which would render 'any attack 
of an enemy on that quarter extren^ely dift- 
cult. There is another fort along fliore, to 
the northward of this. 

At the fouth end of the town arc fome 
batteries ; and beyond them, clofe to the fliore 
there is a fbrlf calted St. Jn^. M\ the kt^ 
ihore. From thence to the fouthward, is ge«^ 
rterilly inacceflible, being naturally fenced 
with rocks, on which the furf breaks almoft 
continually. All thefe forts arc mounted with 
cannon, and joined to each other by a thick 
ftone wall, which begins near the rocky den, 
and continues, with little mterruption, to fort 
St. Joan. This wall is only breafl-high with* 
in, but higher without, facing the fea. The 
entry to the town from the fea is at the mole,, 

where: 
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where there is an open paflage between the 
wall and St. Philip's caftle, which commands 
and guards this entry. - 

Santa Cruz is a large town, containing 
feveral churches^ three convents of Friars, an 
hofpital, and the beft conftruQed private build- 
ings of any of the Canary lilands : it is in fad 
the capital of them all, though the epifcopal 
fee and courts of judicature arc in the city of 
Palmas in the ifland of Canaria ; but the Go- 
vernor-general of the iflands refides always in 
Santa Cruz, where there is continually a great 
concourfe of foreigners, as being ihe centre 
of the Canary trade with Europe and Amerl* 
ca. 

Thb number of inhabitants I imagine to 
be about fix or feven thouiand. The water 
they drink is conveyed in open wooden troughs, 
or fpouts, into the town, from a fpring fituat- 
ed beyond the above-mentioned den orvalley^ 
Befides thefe there are, in many houfes of the 
town, pits of water,^ which ferve very well 
for the purpofes of cookery, &g. The town 
is not fortified on the land fide, as no danger 
is apprehended from that quarter. All the 
country near Santa Cruz is dry, ilony, and 
barren. 

Aboijt four leagues to the fouthward of 
Santa Cruz, clofe to the fea, is a cave, with 
a church or chapel, called Our Lady of Can^ 
delaria, in which is an image of the Virgin 
Mary, held in as much reverence here, as the 
image of the. great goddefs Diana was at £- 
pheius \ and this chapel is endowed with fo 
many ornaments, that it is the richejft place in 
aJl the Ceven iflands.. 

Ax 
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At a certain feafon of the year^ almod all 
the inhabitants of the ifland go thither in pil- 
grimage. I have met troops of young girls 
on their way, finging as they went, in a very 
agreeable manner, the praifes of the Virgin, 
and the miraculous deeds of the image. It 
would be in vain to endeavour to undeceive 
the natives here, with refpefl: to the many in- 
credible ftories related concerning this image; 
for, from the pried to the meaneft peafant, 
every one appears to be convinced of its effi- 
cacious mediation and interceflion with heaven. 
I have heard fomc Canary feamen declare, 
that when they were returning from the Spa- 
nilh Weft Indies, and in imminent danger of 
perifliing in a bard gale of wind, they faw 
Our Lady of Candelaria, in the night-time, 
in the height of the ftorm, aflifting them to 
reef and furl the fails, &c. And moreover 
they aflured me, that when they came home 
id Tenerife, they were told that in the morn- 
ing after the very night in which they were 
fo miraculoufly affifted by the Virgin, (he was 
feen in the church of Candelaria with her 
cloaihs and hair wet with the fpray of the fea 
that came upon her while employed in that 
friendly office. 

The account given of the firft appearance 
of this image in the ifland, as related by the 
author of the Difcovery and Conqueft, and 
which perfeSly agrees with what we are now 
told by the moft intelligent of the natives, is 
as follows: ** The exaS time when this 
" image firft came 10 the ifland is not known ; 
** however, there is a confufed rumour that it 
** was near an hundred years before the con- 

«« queft: 
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<^ queft: according to thje^ci9unt;s of the pUeft 
<' inhabitants* it w^ al>Qut,the year 1390. 
<* Clofe to the iea^jho^e^ n^r thfe mouth . pf 
** ^ barranco or 4^n, in ^ defer t psirt of t^ 
*' ifland^ four Ifeagues diftant from the city of 
^^ St..Chriftohaldeta Lf^gun^y two fhepherds 
<^ driviiig fheir flpcks towards ^a pive 911 t^ 
<* otbter £iide of the den, in order to milli' 
'< th^m as ufual^ they obfervjcd the goats to 
'^ ftop,a9d turn back affrighted. The (hep- 
<' herds imtmiht^ly hollowed and whiftled^ 
<< jn order |o ipake tb^mgo forw;ard, btft in 
«< vain, for the gpats ^rned out of the way 
<< land ran .haf:k ; wtiereupon one of the (hep- 
«< herds, (ufpediog that fpme one w^s lying 
<' in wait, in prder to deal fonae of the Qock^ 
<<:ft^pfed forwiard to fee what was the n^atter, 
<f where he was (urj^rifed to behold the holy 
*^ imag^ (landing upon a grieat (lone at the 
«* niouth of the den. Drawing nearer^ he 
*< viewed it, with fqar and admiration, not be- 
<^ ing accudom.^ d to fee .any one in fuch a 
<< (traiige and uncommon drefs. However, 
<< at laft be difmi(red his fears, and conclud- 
es ing it was a wpn^an, be maide Ggns to her 
e< to get out of the way, that the flocks might 
'^ pafs : and this he did becaufe it was not 
** cuftomary in Tenerife for a man when he 
*' met a woman alone on the road, or Jn a 
.** folitary place, to fpeak to her, but on the 
** contrary to turn afide. As the flocks cquld 
** not go to the cave without firft pafTing the 
*• mouth of the den, therefore he made (igns 
•* to her; but finding (he never movcd^ 
•* though he waited fome time, he was pro- 
*< voked at her indecent and obflinate behavi- 

** our. 
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^^ our, -^and took up a done to throw. at her^ 
^^ but could not caft it out of his .band^ 4ind 
** his arm, which w^as lifted up to throw the 
^^'ftone^ contiiiued immoveable in that .poT- 
** tar^s^aod with great. pain to him. ' 

*< The other fhepherd, fcciog what pa0ed, 
^^ went botdly up to the: image,. examined it^ 
*^ and with a tavona, or ifaarp JUnt, cndea- 
<< soured 10 x:ut ofF its.haod ; but ioAead of 
'< efFe&lng this, in theattempt he cut his own 
<< hand in iuch la manner, -, that a ftream of 
^< blood .guihed out. .Blinded with wrath a- 
'< ^gaiaft-^the image^ for what had befallen him, 
<< be .made lanother, attempt to cut off iis 
^* . hand, . but in Tai^, for ioftead of executing 
<< hispurpoTe, he.cutbisown handa fecond 
*' time; fo that the (hepherds remained, the 
^* one with his arm ftretched out, ;and the o- 
** ther forely wounded. They ooocluded at 
<' <laft, that the image. came from Heaven; 
^' and going to the King of .Guimar, inform* 
<< ed him of what had happened : who, vwhen 
^^ he faw them flandiog before him in that 
** condition, hcUeved what they had related^ 
** and ordered the council to aflemble at the 
«* Tagoror, or Place, of Judgment. The re- 
** fult of that council was, that the King and 
«* all the members went, with the whole peo- 
** pie of the diftrifl: of Guimar, to the place 
« wherethe (hepherds fa ^ the image. There 
** they found it ftill lemaining in the fame 
** pofture : the Guanches were greatly ftilick 
*' with admiration and reverence, when they 
** beheld the gravity and majefty of its ap- 
«* pearance J but no one dared to touch it, for 

" fear 
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" fear of being puniflied after jhe fame man- 

*• ner as the two (hepherds were. 

^' The King at laft ordered thefe two men 
*^ to approach the image with reverence^ and 
*« carry it to his houfe. They took hold of 
** it accordingly, and immediately upon touch- 
'< ing it, were intirely healed, to the no fmall 
•« aftonifliment of the fpeSators. 

** The King being now convinced that the 
'' image was fent from Heaven, declared it 
<< was too facred to be carried by peafants^ and 
<< therefore went himfelf, with fome of his 
<' nobles, and taking it up with fear and re- 
•* verence, they carried it in this manner a- 
<< bout the diflance of a mufquet (hot, when 
•• it became fo exceeding heavy, that they 
** could proceed with it no further. When 
<< the King and his attendants perceived ihis, 
<' they fell on their knees before the image, 
<' humbly befeeching it to let them place it 
•* where they intended; upon which it made 
*^ a fign, and they lifted it up again, finding 
<< it quite light, and proceeded to a cave, which 
•' was the King's (lore-room or pantry, and 
** is about half a league didant from the bar- 
^* rahco where the image (irft appeared. Hav* 
'* ing brought it thither, they placed it on 
'< fome goats fkins, where it remained, and 
** performed many wonderful miracles, as it 
" ftill continues to do. On the fpot where 
** the image made a fign for the natives to go 
•* on, the Chriftians have built an hermitage, 
*^ called Nueflra Senora del Soccoro, i. e. Our 
** Lady of Succour. 

" The 
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«« The Guanchcs ♦ relate^ that by mean* 
** of this holy image, many miracles were 
" wrought in the time pf paganifm, before 
^^ the conqueft : and the Kings of the ifland 
<< fet apart a roan atid a woman to look after 
«« the image, and keep it clean. The natives- 
<< never approached it without a prefentof 
•* fome flieep, the number of which increaf- 
** ed prodigioufly : they were called the facred 
<< iheep ; and no one was allowed to approach 
^* them, but the above-mentioned man and 
** woman. 

** EviRY year, on the Eve of the Purifi- 
*' t:ation of Our Lady^ a great , number of 
<* lights are feen going in procefBon round 
<* the cave where this image is; and in the 
** morning, drops of wax are found fcattcred 
** about on the fca-fliore. 

** The Chriftians, from this miraculous 
** appearance, intitled the image Our Lady^ 
** of Candelaria ; and alfo becaufe fhe holds a 
** green candle in one hand ; in the other (he 
** has an infant Jefus, holding a gilded bird in 
** each hand, which can be no other than the 
*' doves of the purification of our bltfled Lady 
** the Virgin. 

•* This image of the Virgin Mary In Can- 
*^ delaria w but fmalt, being about two cubits, 
** or three feel in height; the colour of the 

« In my author*s time, many of the Goaoches 
were known in diftin^n from the Spaniards ; but 
they are now confouhded together, excepting a few 
families about Capdelaria, Gaimar, and Chazna. 
On great feftivals, fome of thofe families claim the t 
fole privilege of dreOin^ and adorning the image of 
the Virgin of Candelaiia. 

Vol. II. D "face 
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^ face 18 fwarrhy^ the garments blue an4 
<« gold *• On them are certain Roman dia- 
^ raders, which no onexouM explain, until 
*< Gon«alo Argote de Molina^ Provincial of 
^ the Holy Brocberhood of Andkhifia^ gate us 
•» the following interpretatioB: 

'* On the veftment Dear the neck« are At 
** following twdVe letters ; T, I, E, P, F^ 
« Sj E, P, Mi E, R, I, with a rofc of fow 
^ Iteves betwixt each. He makes them to he 
^ tfirtials of the JbHbwing wocds, Tji lUuilra 
<< Es Patri Filio SpU*itui fando EtPia Mater 
^ Ejus Redemptorisjefa f. 

** On the ginUe; N, A, R» M, P, R, L, 
^« M, O, T, A, R, E. Which feem to be 
^* initials of Noftrum Attiffimum RegemMa- 
« ria Peperit Redidit Libertatem Miaria Om- 
« nibus Tcliis A Regi Erebi f. 

«' And on the border of the fleense^ near 
*' the green candle, are thefe four letters, 
** L, P, V^ R; which he interprets after 
^ this manner^ Lucem Perpetuam/ Yobis 
<' Reddidi 1. 

*« On the tail of the garmentarc thcfc feur- 
w teen krtcrs, I, N, N, i, P, E, P, N, E, I, 
** F, A, N, T: wtuch, according to bisez- 

*- I fiippofe the garment is of the fame fubftanoe 
with the inagcj bat my author is filent ia this «iat- 
ter^ 

f Ttion art fHuftnons (orgJorioD^) in the Fa- 
ther, Sod, an^ Holy Ghoft, aad Mother of the 
RHecKBer, Jefas. 

X Marry brooght forth our moft high King, fte 
gaveKberty to aif- thofe imptifoncd by the kiagot 

I I hare gtren to you the etenni fife. 

^* planacion, 
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<< plimtftfoii,' urd initials of tbefe wotds, Ula 
*^ N^iiarquftm'NivaHsr bl^PtfipettraS'Effogifft 
'^ PIoNoffitneEvocftto IntfblaerFbmiiiaiarAd** 

ThC' rcfAfbb'of my bektf fi» partirahH-; in' 
(Mfetfbinjip this iHMgf, is te>flibDi light to fome 
c5tii^i6us aiid r«tei<nlld perftinv bjf whkb heonj? 
feral fl^i! JQc%m^nt'of it«>afitifaity. 

Sot^-FrtwARb n-oni eamMaiia* is Point 
Prieta^ the fou«fl-iKr^{t> p^c^ of thb iflasd ; 
(mm th«noe tMf-coaO taid»> wdbrant to la 
Montimii Roxo (i. cf. the R«rf' MouiMin) ; imrf' 
from therfc^^nerth-ndnh-vrcft' to Point Teatf^j 
the noftbi-wcfft' point of' fbe ifknd. All' this 
coaA' h hiaitcn; arid atmoft- uninhabited, er* 
cept aboiit half way betmrten Montana Rox^« 
and Point Teno, or rather' nearer to Teno^ ir 
the baf of' Adete^or^ as- tr is pronounced, 
Adebe; where- larg€^- fliipti may anchor. I 
never was' in' tty but^ am informed that ir is* 
open to the fouth-weft, aodbut litale frequent-* 
ed^ except by boats from ihe'ifland of Gome* 
ra, which lies o?er-agatnft it. Near Adehe* 
the Coont of Gomern haft at howfe and fome 
lahds^ otfi which he ke^' a tbrafandnegvd* 
llai^s^ f&r planttt^ of fugap-CiMies • aad/ pce< - 
paring fttgar. It i^ bard to kn4>w his motivt 
fbr matntaining '^tofe'negrMs'inla country that ' 
abomids with pbor lat^uring' white peofri^/ 
whoy with all their tfidoftry, can hardly earn 
enough to buy food fufficieftf to keep foul and 
body together. Was he tafell allthofeflaver 

*' This wilt neter l^are NiVariti : its pious^iiubtf^ 
ifffoked, tbeFbrttmaltlflaa^ flMttftMH^adrer^ 

Da in 
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in the Spaniih Weft Indies, I am certain tiie 
annual intereft of the nett produce of the fale 
would bring him in more ihan the prefent 
clear income of all his fugar-works and eftates 
in Tenerife^ Gomera, smd Hierro; for, as I 
am credibly informed, it amounts to no h^ore 
than fifteen hundred pounds per annum. The 
only reafon I can affign for fuch ftrange mif- 
management, is a certain low pride he has in 
being lord of a thoufand (laves. 

In the neighbourhood of this port there are 
fome mountains that are covered with (lately 
pines, and are very eafy of accefs; for this 
xeafon the inhabitants of Gomera generally 
come hither for the wood which they ufe in 
building, the woods of their i)wn idand being 
more difficult of accefs. 

Between Adehe and Point Teno the (hare 
is about half a mile in height, and perpendi- 
cular as a wall. Several ftreams fall down 
from the fummit into the fea. 

Point Teno runs a con(iderable way into 
the fea, in the form of a crefcent: behind it,, 
to the fouthward, the fea is very fmooth^ when 
the trade-wind prevails, which, in blowing 
weather, makes a great fea to the northward 
of the point. I never was at an anchor tbere^ 
but have pa(red near it feveral times, and by 
what then I had an opportunity to obferve, I 
judge it to be a convenient port. 

From Tenid the land ftretches away eaft- ^ 
north-eail and north>eaft-by-eaft, to Point 
Nago, the north-eaft end of the ifland, from 
whence he iet out. This fide of Tenerife has 
quite a different afped from the 6ther two al- 
ready defcribed i for in viewing it from the 

fea. 
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fea» we perceive a number of villages, woodsy 
vineyards, and corn-fields, that make a moft 
agreeable appearance. % 

Alowg fhore, to the irorth-eaft of Teno, 
is the village of St. lago; and three leagues,. 
in the fame diredion, from that point, is the 
village of Buenavifta, iituated among the vine^- 
yards, near the fea; but we meet with na 
port until we advance above tVro leagues fur- 
ther, where there is a haven called Garrachr- 
ca, formerly the bed port in theifland, being, 
then a bay i it the form of »horfe-flioe, but 
was deftroyed in the year of. the earthquakes 
(for fo the natives termed the year 1704), and 
filled up by the rivers of burning lava that 
flowed into it from a volcano; infomuch that 
houfes are now built where ihips formerly lay 
at anchor 5 yet vcffels come 10 Garrachica in 
the fummier, and lie feeure with the trade- 
wifid, which at that feafon commonly blows 
Ihei^ at eaft-north^eaft. Some time after the 
year of earthquakes the following account of 
rhem was written, and which is recorded in 
feveral defcriptions of the Canary lilands. * 

•* In the year 1704, there happened the 
** moft alarming infiance of this kind tha( had 
*• ever been known. The earthquake began 
^ the 24th oi^ December, and,, in the fpaoe of 
** three hours^ twenty-nine (hocks were felt. 
** After this they became fo violent a««to-voefc — 
** all the houfes on their foundations, and o- 
" blige the inhabitants to abandon theth. The 
^ conAernation became univerfah, and the 
<< people, headed by the Bi(hop, made pro*- 
^ ceflions and public prayers in the open fields. 
^ On the 3ifty a great light was obferved on 
D 3. Manja,, 



7« THEHJSTORypjF 
'^ Manja, towatids the Wbite Jl^ovuitainji. 
^' id«re the oirth ripened, and t^wofioIpAfi^ 
" were formed^ which threw up TtKsh heap9 
•^* of (lones, as toraife two confiderahlemQun- 
'^* tains; and the combuftrble m^iiter whiqh 
^ fti) I continued to he thrown up» jkindkdta- 
*^ bove fifty fires in <the oeighfooufhood. \f\ 
•^ this fituation things remained till the .5th of 
-^ January, when the fun was totally obfoured 
*' by the clouds of fmoke. and flame^ wjiich 
^ continually increafed, and augmented the 
^' con(lerfianon.and terror «if the inhabitants. 
** Before nighty the whole country, for three 
. ** leagues round, was laid inffiaroes by the 
*< flowing of liquid fine, wiUithe rapidity of 
'< a torrent, into all qtiarteni^ and cauied faf 
'^ another volcano, which jbad «ipefied by at 
^ leaft thirty dflSerent/i^entftarith^i theekcauia- 
^ ference of hs^ a mile, taw^rdb OcHta^p. 
^< What greatly increa&d the ifafirror^.^ 
^' fcene, wastheviolenoe'of thefliockaiVbich 
•• never once reoMtted, but by their fc»ce 40^ 
^ tally overthrew federal houfes, aod ihoofc 
'< others to their very fouodaiions, .while ^ 
** miferable in habitants iwene drsMren defence- 
*^ \th aiKl difmayed tnto tbe open fields, nrhere 
«* they e«peQed every momenit to be .furallowu 
••* ed up by fonae new gulph. The noife^f 
♦* the volcano was hearf twenty ieagmes off 
'' at fea ; and it h& credibly atteiled i^at the 
*' fea fiiook-at tbatdiftancewit>b fucb viiolence 
■^ as alarmed ♦he snoriners/'wJM) 4 manned tht 
** (hip had ftruck upona»rock, till the/con- 
^' tinuanceeof ttfae ixM»tioii gave itihc^mtheifirft 
** imimationcf the real jcaufe. A^ftorcent <tf 
*< (ulphur, and m0lted4)f:es oi dafferent jdnds, 

" ruflicd 
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** ro(hed forth from thU l^ft volcano, towar^U 
^ Guimar ; the houfes and public buildings 
" of which place were thrown ddwn by the 
^ violence of the accompanying earthquake. 
** On the 2d of February another volcano 
*< broke out in the town of Guimar, which 
'* fwallovtKed up and entinely $innihilated a 
** large church. Thus, from the a4th of 
•• December :to thp 23d ^f February., the to- 
** habttauts wc/e kept in (C09ftant alarms bf 
*^ continjn^ .ibocks pf lea/thf ualu^s, and by 
*^ A^r:it(he «vpika|)ps br^akii|g out in differeivt 
•* qu^fi^cs io^f theifland.*' 

G/^HAAcmcA is ftiU ^ Aown ,of note, and 
prfetty iac^^« containing fev^ral cjiurobes and 
^Qnv^Ait gi both fe^9. U Ms « An^l) tjade 
for jwipas imd br^dy^ w<hic;h %wt generally 
i!w>t &am Iv^ncc in barj^^t .<:^r ..large open boats, 
to §a9ta<Crji^^4)r.Port Qro^nia. Several vef- 
fels nee built jhef^ fome of ilbree hundred tor^ 
ht^fhen aod upwards^ W:l\ich are drpng an4 / 
diwadbfe. 

Two leagues to the eaftwardof Gar<rachi^ 
C«a ftands a town called tbe Port of Orotava, 
the fltu^tAonrof which is emoneouily ^id down 
i«i nil our fea-eharts, which pla/ce ijt thr^e^ iiiT 
/bur leagues nearer to PoiiH N^o than it real- 
Ay is^ 

Ti^E mark« by which ^/ftranger may iiivl 
Port Orotaji^n ane thefe : it lies ^bout half w^y 
between Teno and Point Nftgo^ but xather 
Bearer to the latter, and olpf« m to the f<}a 
ftiore. Above it, about ^ Uagu^ inland, is 
luiother town, fomewhat larger, called Villa 
4eOrotiiva; between thefe aire two fmallJiilU, 
fiiaped .lik¥ f)igar-lpave9. Np boat wiU gp 
D 4 from 
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from hence to a £hip in the offing unttl fbt 
approaches whhin a. mile of the (here, when 
the pratique-boar puts a pilot on board, who 
brings her into the road, which is about a mile 
to the weft ward of the town, where (hipping 
lie moored in forty or fifty fathom water* 
This is a good port in the fummer-feafon, or 
from the beginning of May to the end of Oc- 
tober; but in the winter, fliips ate often o- 
bliged to flip their cables and put to fea, for 
fear of being fiirpriied by a nortk-weft wind,, 
vhich throws in a heavy fea upon this coaft. 
But thefe winds rarely happen, and commonly 
give warning before-hand, fo that (hips have 
time to get away. The pilot that boards & 
ihip on Jier arrival, remains there until Ac 
departs. Thefe pilots are very careful to flip 
and put to fea, when they apprehend any dan- 
ger. It is commonly calm in this road ; but 
there is almoft always a long northerly fw«l1^ 
that caufes (hips to roil, very much, fo that one 
would be apt to imagine it almoft impoffibie ta 
load a cargo there. 

The landing-place is near to the middle of 
the town, where is a fmall creek or haven 9- 
mong the rocks. There large boats load 
wines, &c. and carry them off to the fliips in^ 
the road. Each of thefe boats generally car- 
ries fifteen or twenty hands, which hoift the 
wines aboard, aad ftow them, away with a- 
fliazing quicknefs and dexterity, even when a 
fliip rolls from gunwale to gunwale, which is 
often the cafe in this road. 

^PoRT Orotava is a place ©f confiderable 
trade, and has flouri(hed greatly fince the de- 
Arudion of the harbour of Garrachica : it 

con- 
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contains Tome, good private buildings, two 
churches^ two convents of Friars, and two of 
Kuns. At each' end of the town is a bl^ck 
fandy bay; along the nonhermoft is a low 
(lone wall, bailt to prcfvent an enemy from 
landing: at the other bay is a fmall fort or 
caftle, for the fame purpofe; and between 
them, at the landing-place, a battery of a few 
cannon. But the ftirf that continually breaks 
upon the (hore, is a better defence than if it 
were garrifoned by ten thoufand of the beft 
troops. 

Port Orotava is plentifully fupplied with 
good water, which is conveyed to it, from a 
rivulet at a great diilance, in open wooden 
(bouts pr troughs. About half way from Port 
©rotava to Point Nago, is a point of land,, 
and behind, or to leeward of it, a fmall bay ^ 
or anchoring-ptace, called Puerto de Madera. 
Between which and Orotava are fome landing- 
places of lefs note, lying behind points, where 
boats load wine for Port Orotava or Santa Cruz : 
but from Puerta de Madera to Point Nago the 
(here is high, rocky, and fteep, confequently 
inacceffibte. Having now defcribed the fea- 
coaft of tbeifland, I fhail proceed |o give an' 
account of the inland parts. 

Aboitt four miles inland from Santa Cruz, 
(lands the city of St. Chriftobal dela Laguna, 
i,. e. St. Ghriftdpher of the Lake. The road 
to it from Santa Criiz is a pretty deep afcent, 
till you come within a fmall didance of the 
town, which is fltuated in the corner of a 
large plain, about four miles in length, and 
abouta mile in breadth. This city is the ca- 
pital of the ifland, and contains two parifh 
D 5 churches,. 
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,cburche$^ t^if e .901x11^1^$ ,pf Fi^rs, -two </ 

JpuiKfliqgs; ^b AlVUV lMil#3p)e : pnif^p 
,bpiWir)gs : grl^.cpf^|f^^s pf F^ri^iv fV)e4>f rth^oe 

^^i&rent ord^s, v^ the Apg/xAii^ d^^iDor 

^inicAO, fa\d the J^r^^^ifcMi ; 4^ it>qre of tl^ 

JJuos, I)pminicansiif(St.4C7a[tb^^)e s^fs^- 

,cifcaos pf St. CUrs^ T^ Jefyi^ihftve ^ liou^ 

bp];e5 wliere <mly ^ti^ pf th^t ,0fckr s^d^, 

ha.vin^ fopi>d little pr no ren(;our3gqiQeatiE>r 

more m the place. The water which thjC ith 

hubitaiits drink, is qcmife]^ ^ Ir^iighs or 

fpottts to the towD,.frqiD the ,inpuo$ai9^ i*^' 

ed to the fopth:»rai:d .qf th/e £l^. 

In tbi6 cit;jrj|here is^)o ir^fc, rtv^yihw 
of buQnefi), it bj^nj; cb^fly ,iii|^abitqd it^X ii^ 
gentry of the iiUi^ p^r|ic>ilacly 4j^^p«rs 

' ofjtiftice^ &ch ftt %h^ Cp^^idor ,i^q^ bis Ti- 
oiente or i^ieutenapt.; :tbe Rcgidpive^ ,off Qa- 
yildo ; with the J|i4i€ lof thf iMic^ -wbp 
piicfidcs in the lo^^tbo^ii^ ^(^l^f||e.i|Urim(t9ifs 
^iJatiog to :the Wleft ilodJa.iQqii^^Qerqe Mfe im- 
.najged : here is a^To ap piEi€;e of Ii^ifitjpfi» 
with its proper cdSSqe^, «fubjp^ ^o the Ti;iba- 
4xal of ihe Holy Q%e^t Grj^plOwi^ria. iNot- 
withflanding all thofe people r^t^de ibjiTe, ^%]b^ 
city appears ^o a ftranger pa^^ ^(M^ it, 
^s defojate and alxnoft t^inbajutedi f^r beqm 
bai;dly fee apy body in.^he ftfl^cM^ in.lbesnpfl 
frequented of which he ipay iokU^H^ grafs 
growing. A perfoa who bas^een in liolUqdy 
.and cpniparcs St.fChriilpbal de ia,(/^|gMna wkjb 
Santa Cruz, will naturally ^inktof tbediffisr- 
eoce between the appf^r^nce pf P^t jbq4 
Aoifterdaai» 

At 
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At due 'Couth fide of ihe city, or rattfaex bt^ 
iind H» is a kguna (i. «. a lake) nbout hj^U a 
anile in cucumfereace, ftom xdikh tbejcitjr 
Jake^ its same^ iwiddk is dry in the fammac- 
|i»ifon, bi^t in tkt xvimer full of ftagnant wa- 
ter. This eky» £ttiated on a plaia, and £le- 
2^jLted a gfisat ihai^jt a^oye thie fea, is extreme- 
fy cold in winter, and expolfd to .the wind in 
M fefifoos. Wtien the Jtrade-%wiDd htows frefh 
a( noFtbrjiorthreaft and north-eaft in thjc ba|r 
0f Santa Cniz, the ncH'^h'^weft wind tpxevails 
Mwy and blows generally with gr^eat vehe- 
mence. The iohabitaats of iLagjuna ha^i^ 
ftlanted an ayenue ef treea on the brxiw of it he 
jbUI, or extreanty of ibe plain, juft where this 
foadx]efceoda$tO!6a]Ma Cru2; j^t, by the vio- 
lence of tbe wiod> ihey are all benjt to ibff 
/QUth-.eaft^ and .ftr^pped of <tbeir leaves^ thei^ 
were oblige^ ,(o build eicc^v^ar 3«aMs aroutvd 
/eachx>f isbkm when they iKere pli^jted» tofe-^ 
.core ihem Aiom ifae wind, onitil tJaey wene 
ftrong.«0OMgb to £efift its ficijice. 

Fjiosf jthe.weftern ext^mity of ithe pJain of 
Lijagaoa the road defcesds to la Mantan^a de 
rCemeiOy a 1aj;ge village, ciuefty inhabited by 
^eafants : ijt is in ihe^ midway between San6i 
Cruz and Port Orotava^ From viheace to \» 
Villa de.Qrotava, .the country abounds vwith 
Jbabitations ; for x>n<the right hand are the lar^ 
y.illages or rather towm <^ Tacoronte, SaufaJ, 
4und h fiLambla, bc^&des many fjmail yiUages 
and detached houfe^ La yBla de Orotavj, 
about thiiee leagues inland from Port Qrotava, 
is ^ large place, and containsfeyenal churches^ 
^convents of Friars and Nuns, witzh a juiinher 
fsf ftately private buildin^^ oi ijlone. A /ivulc^ 

run» 
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runs through the • midft of the town, uhick 
iupplys the inhabitants with water, and re- 
freflies their gardens and orchards. This 
place appeared to nieto be about as large »- 
gain as Port Orotava. Continuing the fame 
route to the weflward, the nekt town is Reale- 
jo ; being a large place, fituated about a leagqa 
or four miles beyond la Villa de Orotava, and 
furrounded with vineyards. A41 thefe places 
are populous, and fituated a little way from^ 
the fea, from whence moil of them may be 
feen ; and indeed no habitations here are at a 
greater diftance from it than three leagues. 
The whole ifflind continues rifmg on all fides 
from the fea, till it terminates in the Pike». 
which is the centre. The north fide is the 
mod fertile, and afcends more gradually than^ 
the others, particularly a (pace along the (hore 
about three leagues in breadth, bounded on 
the fides by high mountains, or rather cliffis ; 
but inland, or upwards from the fea, it rifes 
like a hanging garden all the way, without any 
confiderable interruption of hills or valleys, 
till you come within a league of the clouds. 
In the wefiern border, of this fpace is fituated 
Realejo ; and on the eaftern, LaRambla. Be- 
tween them are the towns of Orotava and Port 
Orotava, with a number of detached habita- 
tions fcattered about from the fea-(hore up- 
wards to the clouds, in or beyond which are 
no houfes or habitations ; yet the clouds are 
;not higher than the middle diftance between 
the fea and the fummit of the Pike. All the 
fertile ground, within a league of the fea, is 
covered with vines; that of the next league 
produces corn ; and the third, fome corf>, 

woods 
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woods of chefnut^trees, and many other diP- 
ferent forts, particularly brefos, which are 
ufed by ike natives for fuel. Above thtf^- 
woods are the clouds, which, in fine weather,, 
toward' the evening generally defcend grades 
ally and reft upon thofe woods until the morn- 
ing, when they reafcend. about a league, and' 
there remain until the fucceeding evening. 
In that height of the ifland where they reft in 
■ the day-time, there was formerly a great 
quantity of ftately pine-trees ; but being eafy 
to come at,, they were almoft al| cut down by 
the inhabitants of the adjiicent villages, fo 
that few now remain in this part which I am 
defcribing ; but in other places of the iiland in- 
the fame altitude, and which are diftant froin 
any habitations, there are great numbers of 
them. From Orotava, afcending to the fum- 
mit of the ifland, leaving the Pike ♦ on the 
ijght hand, and then defcending tO;the foutb- 
weft, we eome to the town of Chazna, called 
by fome Villa Flor, where there is a convent 
of Friars ;. near it is a well of an acid water, 
which has a medicinal quality, and is reckon- 
ed an efl'^sg^u^ remedy for many diforder$, 
but pernicious and fatal to thofe who drink, it 
when troubled with the venereal difeafe. On 
the fouth-eaft of the ifland, inland from Caii- 
delaria. is the town of Guimar, a confider- 
able p4ace, but, like Chazna,. reipgte from 
other habitations: both thefe towns have fome 
families living in them,, who know themfelves 
to be the genuine ofi^pring of the Guanches. 

*' I do not coniider the Pike as the top of the 
ifland,. but rather a« a hill ormountain upon it. . 

I have 
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{'havefeen.nd converfed ^ith fomeof tfaefr 
f^pk^ 'but they couM not gratify^ my curio- 
jily in ^ny t&t\^ eoncerniag the 4iMnQers and 
tfttftocns of their aneeftors, whofe language 
iliey have entiicety loft. They appeared to 
me to be of a fairer' comple^ctoa than the 
<8paniardB of the province of Afidatufia. Aho^o 
air inkind from Garracbica, is Ico^ a larger and 
populouetown^abounding with wealdiy people^ 
4ere are ibme tnanufadures of filk,- particu* 
lariy ftockings, which are oxportecf to ti;ie 
Spiffiiih Weft Indies. Bafide^ thofe frfacei al- 
ready defcribed^ are many fmall viUages, par- 
ticillarly weftward from kealejo, towards loo 
and Buenavifta ; atfo in the niountains, be* 
tween the city of Laguna and Point Nago, are 
•many pleaifant iomantic Ktile^alleyaand b^l- 
iows, weil watered, and abounding with (hady 
proves : thafe ave tba mod agreeable places io 
the lAand ^ but the gentry of Tenerife have no^ 
tafte for country-^iottfes or fdttary retiFement«» 
alhufing rather to live in towns. The Inhabi- 
ttants of thofe mountains are fairer than she 
other inhabitants of the ifland ; probably they 
aire the ofl&pring of tho(e fair ^people who liv- 
^don the north 4ide of the^ifland^ of whom^ 
^mention is made in the Htftory of the'&ifcovery 
MdConqueft. 

CoNatDERiNG the number of large and 
jK>pulou6 towns fuuated in Tenerife^ w^itbthe 
villages, and detached habitations, it iwtU 4)e 
BO fbrfM'izeto underftand that this rfland, wdtea 
•the laft account was taken, contained no lefs 
than ninety-fix thoufand perfons. Indeed it ia 
4aompu<(ed to contain as many inhtUntants as 
all the jeft of the feven ifiatids together, i 

never 
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never heard the number of any of them cal- 
culated^ but Tenerife, Palma, and Hierro,: 
the fecond of thefe is faid to have thirty thou- ^ 
fand inhabitant$9 ao^ ^e 4aft one thoufand ; 
thefe added, fall ihort <ff (he number in Te- 
nerife byfixty-five thoufand^ which, accord- 
ing to the above-mentioned computation, re- 
mains to be ^ided among the iSands Lance- 
rota, Fuertaventura, Gran Canaria, and Go- 
4Baera. I iuppofe ihen, Igr'What -f haveih^d 
-opportaoity xtf .obferving, ^iiat FueKt^ventura. 
^nay contain .ten thou&nd perfens ; Lanc^ 
.rota, [^ight ithoiifand ; Gonnlera, feven thou- 
laiid;.aml£anaria, forty ehoisfand. 

&EjROJtE I leave 4he^feription of Tenerife, 
if Awill not be .improper to gi¥e^oroe>acoouiit 
^{ the Pike, fo much taken notice of by all wha 
(bave had.occa&}n to pafs^near ii and qblerW: 
k$ prodig]/oti8 iijeigh t. 
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chap; V. 



Of the Pike e/Tenerife. 

IN the beginning of the month of Septem^ 
ber, I j6i , about four o'clock in the after- 
noon, I fet out on horfeback, in company 
with a Mailer of a fhip, from Port Orotava, 
to viiit the Pike. We had with us a fervant, 
a muleteety and a guide : after afcending about 
fix miles, we arrived, towards funfet, at the 
moft diftant habitation from the fea this way>, 
which was in a hollow. Here we found an 
aqueduA of open troughs or fpouts, that con- 
veys water down from the head of the hollow. 
Here our fervants watered the cattle, and fill- 
ed fome fmall barrels with water, to ferve ua 
on our expedition. While they were thus 
employed, we alighted and walked into the 
hollow, which we found to be very pleafant, 
abounding with many trees that fent forth an 
odoriferous fmcll. Near the houfes are fome 
fields of maize or Indian corn : in feveral places 
on this fide of the ifland, the natives have two 
crops of this grain. Mounting again, we 
travelled for fome time on a deep road^ and 
got into the woods and the clouds juft as it 
grew dark ; we could not well mifs our way, 
the road being bounded on both fides with trees 
or bufties, which were chiefly laurel, favinc, 
and brefos or bruftiwood: having travelled a* 

bout 
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bout a mile, we came to the upper edge of 
the wood above the clouds, where we alight- 
edy made a fire, and Tupped ; fome time after 
we lay down to deep under the bulhes. A* 
bout half an hour aft^r ten^ the moon (hining 
bright, we mounted again, and travelled flow- 
]y two hours, through an exceifive bad road, 
refembling ruins of (lone buildings fcattered 
over the fields. After we got out of this 
road, we came upon fmaU light white pumice- 
ftone like peas or (hingle. Here we road at a 
pretty good pace for near an hour. The air 
now began to be very fliarp, cold, and pierce- 
wig, and the wind blew ftrong about fouth- 
weft or wefl-fouth-wcft. Our guide advifed 
us to alight here, as it was a convenient place^ 
and reft till four or five in the morning. We 
followed his counfel, and entered into ^ cave, 
the mouth of which was btiUt up to about a 
man's height, to, prevent the wind and cold 
from getting in; Near this place we were fa 
lucky as to find fome dry withered retamas^ 
which was the only* (hriib or vegetable we 
faw hereabout ; with thefe we made a great 
fire to warm ourfelves^ and then fell afleep^ 
but were foon^ awaked by an itching of the 
Am, which we imagined proceeded from fleas^ 
but was owing to the cold thin, air, want of 
reft, and fleeping in our ctoaths ; a thing I 
have known to happen to people on fuch ex- 
peditions. We pafled away the time here aa 
well as we could ; but while we crept fo near 
the (tre, that one fide was-almoft fcorched, the 
other was benumbed with cold. 

About five in the morning we mounted 
agaiflj. andtravelkd flowly about a. mile, for 

the: 
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Iheroid here was rather uk> deep for traivelt 
ing on horfebacky and our horfes w^re now 
litigtted. At laft we eanae among fome greai 
Joofe rocks, where was a fort of cottage built 
!»f loofe ftones r the name of this place our 
guide told tts was Eftancia de los IngleflTes (i. e. 
the Bbgliih pitching- place), fo called, I im^^ 
gine, from fome £ngli(h people cefting ther^ 
«n their way to vtfir the Pike, for none go- 
•that journey but foreigneFs,. tdkd (omt peer 
people of the tifiind, who earn their bread by 
lathering brimftone-^^ the Spanifli gentry hav-- 
4fig no curiofiiy of this kind. Here we ^a- 
lighted again, the remainder of our way be- 
ing too fteep for riding, and left one of oar 
lervants to look after the cattle, and then pro- 
ceeded on enr journey afoot. Wo t)i^ikic$t' 
Jiard to get ourfelves .a hfitf, hut wex^ (botr 
fatigued br the.fteepnefs of ^h^jQad# whi^b 
waS' alfo loofe and faody. Whfin we ^t tp- 
(the top of UuanQngor ^, wc ca»e to ^ vaft 
.Bumber ot Uofe groat ftooes* wh^e Au-fop^ 
jwere flat : fachof thofe ftwifs pr ^^ks was, 
m « merfitun, «boat ten ^Eeeit t^mf M^y* Tbis 
^oad was not Jo (Wrp as thie f^^b^r, but w^ w/^xp 
ttUiged tto iraivfil a Obiifid^Eabie way iovcr i)» 
^cls, Icsapiog iiKom iwt to anpther, for tftey 
nrese aot dl quinr •oI^(e to.atH^ ^Qth^r. A- 
inong thel)e is a cavefin, whepe is a w^ll, or 
fiat uf ail xefervoir^ inifto whieb w^e defcended by 
« ladder, which the poor people placed there 
for tiiat purpcXe. This cgvern is fpacious 
anitbin, being almoft len yards wlcte ^ 
twenty in height : all the bottom of it, e^L- 
cept juft at the feet of the ladder, is .covered^ 
with water, HLt^ioh is about two fathoms deep,. 

and 
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And was thf^ firo?^ Ukwfir^s the inner edgei 
of ibe c|rre : .we fttteiqpted to (ii:in]c of tbi^ 
•water, but could no^ ,by .reafon of its eicc^f- 
fyfe cQldnefs; however, our guide filled ^ 
faottte, which he had pui;ppfe^ brought froqp^ 
the Ellancifi. After ti^veUUig m^(^ .|t;quartef 
or half a fade upqn 4Jh€ great fton^s or rocks^ 
we came to i^be bottom of ibe real Pike, or 
fvigariloafj which is very ileep, aqd t;0:ad.d (^ 
the difficulty of afcending, the ground is Io0(e 
and.£ives way under the feet, and confequf n^ 
iy extfeniely fatiguiog; for atthoMgh ^hp 
'Ungth of this eminence is not a(K>ve half ^ 
inile.; yqt we .\Kere 4)blig^ to (lop and takp 
<bfeAthI|tieiiev^ tl^trty times; at la(^ ^^ i|^ 
^ot^^pp, wll^tf^ w^ lay about aavaijter.qf 
^ bp^iip,i;^ft^lW(d;ifes,*/?ingguiie<]p^^ ,wit|i' 
tB^em- yi^hep we Jl^ft the ^iwa in th^ 
^piprfUflg^ i(he/ua was JHft enaergins Crom thf^ 
clouds^ wjiji^ ,wcr^ J^t*4 <>ut lUiiqer iis at ,fi 
CKcajb 4^aiuierfiofuiHWc|, ^fippcfmg Jike the o- 
4;e^. Af^ofit t the ,c1qv^, ,ac ^ luft 4i(l|iO(3« 4|> 
^e juorijiit pre 4aw 49mJtt4Qg hVifik; w;^ifl^ 
l»? 4m^ip^ to ,^ thpt^ 9f thp 4Hwd,Qf 
Mwi4r(ii. yf$ mk |be >pptfiqg$pfjit jyy^ 
jpoqlf^er .^qnipifli s^ fovw^ if toJic/wia^y.i|l 
<b^ 4icc^ion ^f Al»at iHm^ fam Tcnwfr.: 
if^u* H^foce «5e gpft |tQ the ipp^ ^ePikeif 
.<iiiaiBPeAred, We faw firpm ^ce the mps ^ 
thp Ula^Palma» Gpn^n^iyl^cifp, aodjQrmi 
.(^t^ari^^ they X^era^d «> i»f qpiie ne^r, jbmt 
.we c^uld /oeither pei;qei9e Lancc^Mi or Fuer^ 
4aye4fttura, b^caufc.^hpy ,arje not bigh CRipigh 
to .j4ei;^e tbfB flours. .ynfort.Mi^^ly we-difl 
xipt find tbe.nair q^^ite c^r anji fr^ if^ 
cloudst otber^wife I know ooit but w^mi^ 

have: 
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have Teen Madeira, Porto Santo*, and even iRr 
neareft part of Mount Atlas, which is about 
an hundred leagues diffant from hence ; for 
although I faid before, that viewing the Pike 
fronri the ocean, it could not be diftinguilhed 
from the (ky forther ofF than an hundred and 
fifty or an hundred and . fixty miles ; yet it 
muft be obferved that the air above the clouds 
is by far thinner, more pure, and freer fror» 
vapours than the air below; for before we 
came to the EOancia^de los Inglefles, we ob*- 
ferved the moon and ftars to fliine with un- 
eommonr brightnefs; beirdes, the fphericaf 
figure of the earth could not prevent our fee- 
' ing Mount Atlas, becaufe its fummit and that 
of Tcnerife, by reafon of their immenfe 
height (although fo far afunder) would yet be 
far exalted above the horizoii» But whether 
er not vifion extends fo far as what I am lio# 
hinting, I leave to others to determine. 

After we had reded fome time, we began 
lo look about and obferve the top of the Pike. 
Its dimenfions feemed to be exadly as defcrib- 
ed bvotte Mr. Eden, whofe journey to the 
Pike we find rebted in fome of our iaccounts 
cf the Canary Iflands. He fays the length is 
about an huodred and forty yards^ th.e breadth 
an hundred and tea ft is hollow, andihaped 
within like a bell fubverted. From the edges 
or upper part of. this bell, or cauldron, as the 
natives caH it, to the bottom is about forty 
yards. In many parts of this hollow, we ob- 
served fmoke and fleams of fulphur ifluing 
forth in puflFs. The heat of the ground in 
fome particular places was fo great, as to pe- 
aatrate through the foles of our (hoes to our 

feet:; 
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feet : feeing fome fpots of earth or (oft clay, 
ve^tried the heat with our fingers, but could, 
not thruft them in farther than half an inch^ 
for the deeper we went, the more intenfe we 
found the heat. We then took our guide's 
QslS, and thruft it to the depth of three inches. 
into a hole or porous place, where the fmoke 
feemed to be thickeft, and held it there about 
^ minute, and then drew it out, wheti we 
found it burned 10 charcoal. We gathered 
here many pieces of moft curious and beauti* 
ful brimdone of allcolours, particularly azure, 
blue, green, violet, yellow, an^ fcarlet. But 
"what chiefly engaged the attention of my com- 
panion, was the extraordinary and uncommon 
appearance of the clouds below u$, at a great 
diftance ^ they feemed like the ocean, only the 
furface of them was not quite fo blue and 
fmooth, but had the appearance of. very white 
wool ; and where this cloudy ocean, as I may 
cbW it, touched the fliore, it feemed to foam 
like billows breaking on the (hore* When 
we afcended through the clouds, it was dark ; 
hut when we mounted again, between ten 
and eleven, the moon flione bright, the cl^ds 
were then below us, and about a mile dif* 
tant : we took them for the ocean, and won- 
dered to fee it. fo near ; nor did we difcpver. 
aur miflake until the fun arofe. When we 
defcended to the clouds, in returning from the. 
Pike, and entered within them,, they appear- 
ed to us as a thick fog or mift, of the con* 
fiftence of thofe we frequently fee in England: 
all thet^eesof the fore^meiitioned woods, aqd 
our cloaths were wet with it* 

The 
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Ths air on Ui^ top of thcf Pike was &ili» 
eoldy pimnng, a^ of » di^ parching niitttre^ 
like the routh-tfaOerlywindi' which I haiw ftk^ 
in the great defert of Africa^ oi* th^ LeVan* 
ters iii thi^ MSeditett^neati r or cvtsi Mt tNttike' 
(hofe'diyetfteiifwhKh'whith mt frds^^nV'm' 
riie n^rilierf} parts of Eurofte^ in cfettr ^eatber^ 
tti the iliionths of Maitfa cfr April. 

In' afeetiding' tHt higbeft' part of i\^ mom-* 

tiling clkiled tMe TiigaNloaf, whichisverT^fleep^ 

our hearts panted arid beat vehemastly^ kf that 

Ksl obCbrvcd before, we were obKged to reft 

above thirty tifiles4(^tiikebfieath'; but whether 

this was owing to the ihintiefe of the air cauf^ 

itig a difficultjr of respiration, or tbtbeun-^ 

ctoitimenfatigut tA^htch we fu£Rsred indtAtbing' 

the hill, I cannot' dHctmme; but beltett it 

was partly owing- to the one, and partly to the 

other. Oiir guide*, a fiiin, agilej old nlan> 

waa nor afefied iti' the fame manner with us, 

but dimbed up with eafc, like a goat ; for he 

Was' one of thofe poor men who earn their 

living by gathering brimftbiie in the catildrM' 

and other voloanos, the Pike itfelf betirg no' 

oth<r, though it hais not burned for fenfieyeara- 

paft, asmay be plainly underflood by the nav 

rule of its fubftance; and* indeed' all- the top 

of the ifiatid- fliews evident' marter of fenae^ 

terrible revolution that has happened in Tel-- 

nerifo; for the fugiir- loaf is nothing elfe than' 

earth' mixed with afiies and calcined^ftoaes^- 

thrown out of the boweb of the earth : and the' 

great fqtiare tlonesj before defcribed, feem^to' 

fiaVe been'tfarowft out of the cauMronor hol^- 

low of the Pike, when it'waya'Ydidme;' The* 

top of the Pike is inacceflible in eyery way 

but 
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twit that by which we went up, vist. by the 
eaft lide. Its fteepeft part is on the noith-» 
wei!^ towards Garrflchita. We tumbted tonfe 
loofe rockr <lown firdfti that quarter, which 
H>lled a Taft way, till we loft fight of them. 

Havikc^ fiirveyed every thing* worthy ofi 
obferyation, we" returned tO' the Eilancii^ 
where our hories were lefr; the whole liuft^ 
ipent in diefcending frorti the top'of the Pihtf 
to this i^aee, was only half art hoof , altl&Ougb 
the a&rent tod^ iis up about ttwo' hours and' ir 
half, ft was now about tien in the mornings 
and the fun flionefo cfxceffivetyhot^ as too'' 
blige us to take Shelter tn the cottage ; being* 
exceedingly fatigued^ we lay down tbere,c in* 
tending to fleep, but could not for the cold« 
which was fo intenfe under the (hade, that we 
were obliged to kindle a fire to keep ourfelves 
warm; 

Attbu taking Ibme repofe, we mounted^ 
our horfes about noon, and defcended by the' 
fame way that we went up, and came tofome 
pines, fittiated about two miles aboire the' 
clouds: between thefe pines and the Pike, 
grows no herb, fbntb, tree, orgrafs, except- . 
ing the fore-mentioned retama. About nve* 
of the clock in the evening we arrived at O- 
rotava, not having alighted by *e way to 
flop, onfy fometimes to walk where the road^ 
was too fteep for riding. The whole diftance' 
we rode in the five hours fpent in coming down ■ 
from the Eftancia to Orotava, we computed 
to be about fifteen Englifli miles, travelling 
at the rate of three miles an hour : fuppofe 
then we dedud five of thefe for windings and 
turnings, the diftance from the fea to the Ef- 
tancia^ 
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tancia,in a ftrait line, will beabout ten rarilesi 
which, if carefully compared with the afcent 
of the road ^, I reckon will make the per- 
pendicular height of the Eftancia to be about 
four Engliih miles ; to which add a mile of 
perpendicular height from chence to the Pike, 
the whole will be about five Englifh miles : I 
am very certain I cannot be miftaken in this 
calculation above a mile either way. There 
is no place in the world more proper for an 
obfervatory than the Eftancia : if a commodi- 
ous warm houfe or cottage was built upon it, 
to accommodate aftronomers while the mo- 
derate weather continues, viz. all July, Au- 
guft, and September, they might make their 
obfervations, take an account of the wind and 
weather of the region above the clouds, and 
remark their nature and properties. But if 
any perfon intends to vifit the Pike, I would 
advife him to wait for fine clear weather, car- 
ry a good tent, plenty of water, and fome 
provifions along with him, that he may be 
enabled to remain at the Eftancia four or five 
days, in which time he might go twice or 
thrice to the top of the Pike, and make his ob- 
fervations at leifure. 

* I imaeioe that no one who has been at Oro- 
tava, will thiok twenty-two or twenty-three degrees 
too mat an afcent from thence to the fummit of 
the ifland ; for fo many have 1 allowed in calcalat** 
ing the perpendicular height. 
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CHAP. X. 



Of the Weather of Tenerife\ and its Produce, 

TH E weather in Tenerifc is not diiFercnt 
from that in Canaria, already defer i bed ; 
but there is fomething particular here with 
refped to the winds ; for along the coaft of 
Africa, adjacent to thefe iflands, the trade- 
wind blows from the north*north-we(l, to the 
north-eafty according as it comes from the 
landorfea; taking the medium of thefe, we 
may fay that the trade-wind blows there at 
north-by-eaft ; at Lancerota and Fuertaven- 
tura, at north-north-eaft ; at Canaria, north- 
eaft ; but at Tenerife, north-eaft-by-eaft ; 
and further to the weftward, at Palma, it 
blows at eaft-north-eaft. We may obfcrve by 
this^ that the further we depart from thecoafl: 
of Africa, the more we find the wind to veer 
to the eaftward ; but beyond Palma it remains 
the fame, viz. at ead-north-eaft, for then it 
is out of the reach of the attradion or influ- 
ence of the African coaft. What caufes that 
influence, I (hall have occafion to explain in 
the defcription of the continent. The above 
account of the winds is only to be underftood 
of fine weather, when the trade-wind blows 
true, for it often varies a few points. 

The fea- breeze in Tenerife generally fets 
in about ten o'clock in the morning, on the 

Vol. II. E eaft 
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eaft and north-eaft fides of the ifland, and blows 
till five or fix in the evening, when it falk 
calm until midnight ; then the land-wind be- 
gins, and continjDjes uotil fevea or eight in the 
morning, when it is facceeded by a calm, 
which cotitinues until the Tea- breeze begins a- 
gain to blow. 

The fea-breez^ in tba bay of Santa Cruz, 
and on all the eaft fide of the ifland^. blows 
commonly at eaO; and the land wind at weft. 
On the north fide,, the fea-boeeze blows, at 
north-eaflhby-eaS:» cm* nortbi-eafi ; and the 
land-wind:dir^&ly oppofi^c to.it^ But atPoint 
Nago^ where the land projeS:s fax into the 
fea tow^irds the north^ea(jb, tbene is norland* 
wind. 

Ok the brow of the hill, behind or above 
Santa Gruz, and u the city of Laguna, aifrelh. 
gale at north-weft pr^evaiU all the tim« of the 
fea- breeze, which is, occalibned by the moun* 
tains alnrioft furxoundjng the plain ; for they 
arie fo. exceeding high.on the fouth iide^of it,, 
as to beat back th« fearhneeze, and thrxim it 
againft the mountains thu bound the: noi^th 
fide of the plain, where finding hoipaflage, it 
veers to the fouth-eaft, where meeting with 
no refifttince, it forces itfelf through the plain 
'with great vehemence, until it comes, to the 
brow of the hillabove-mentioned> where part 
of the current of air pours .down, the hill to* 
wards Santa Cruz, and evten .advances, within 
a-mile and half of the fea, where it is check- 
ed by tbetrue fea-breeze. The inhabitants, of 
Laguna and SaqtaiCruz receive fome benefit 
from theftrength. of this north-w^d wind, as 
itfeta^ftt work twelve or ^een. milk, which 

they 
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they haveeroS^d on the brow of the htll> for 
grinding of corn. 

On tfbe fouth-wcft coaft. of Tcnerifo there 
i> no regular Tea or landrvbreeze^- becaule the 
trade ot noptht^etderJy wind' c|tnnot get at it 
by rcafon^of the itntatnik height of the iflltfnd 
towering above^ the region* of that wind; fo 
that oa vhisfideof tbe^ifland,. either an ^^dy- 
wind at.fouthhweflprevailsyr or a calm. 

TH&clotitfey as Lobiervted before, are ge- 
nerally fufpendtd half way betweeo the fea and 
top o£ the Pike. Below thofe clouds, tl^e' 
nopth<*esfierly winds iDoftly preyail; andat the 
fame titneatovethexn, weEndiafrefik wefter- 
ly g^le^ which I believe, to be the cafe in every 
pact of the w<}rldwh6retbetr<ade-windbroWs« 
I[ cannot] pretend. to^ account properly for this 
phaenomendn, but fo it is- on t)he.top of- Tene- 
rife^ androf fditieof the red of the inlands. 
The bard northerly gfUestjiat b\oW in the 
wimcr feafoo.in the-fea^djficent to tho Canary 
IfiandS)' never blow honve. txy the {Hkhc, being 
a£ it were firuc^ dead^ if not reiteSed b); the 
cKceiSve heigl^t of the land, over which the 
wrnd'CanQot pafs. This F have often experi- 
exiced; for I have. f&veral times run from the 
Lizardr Pointy in Cornwall^ to the Canary^ 
Iflands' in nine,: ten, and twelve days, with 
fre(h' guiles of northerly wind; a.gi;eat fea foU. 
lowiflg^usjalltheway-: w-henwc arrived-there, . 
I was. inforined there had been in all that time, 
a. h^avy loiig« Cwell on. the north fide. of the 
iflABds^. but not a breathof windi (o that the 
fhips then lying in. Port Orotava rodhe with a 
flack cable. But on the north fade ctf\>Tenc* 
rifeji viz. at Orotava, a north-weft wmd is 
E z exceed. 
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•exceeding dangerous^ for that wind blows up- 
•ofvthe (hore, but nor dtredly againft the ex* 
ceflive high land^ which no doubt would dead- 
en and refled it, but againft the land projec- 
ting out north-eaft into the Tea, and which is 
terminated by Point Nago : now that land be- 
ing moderately high, andriiing gradually front 
the -fea towards the mountains of Laguna, 
the north- weft wind finds a paflage over it, 
and confequently blows freely. However, the 
pilots who have the charge of fhtps in this 
road, know the figus of the weather fo well, 
that they take care not to be furprifed with a 
north- weft wind, for when they find it com- 
ing on, they flip their cables and put out to 
fea. They are fo watchful in this matter, that 
no fliip has been wrecked here by that wind 
an the meniory of man. 

The produce of this ifland k much the 
ifame as that of Canada, only there is lefs 
corn-land here, and more vineyards. The 
wines ^re ftrong, good, and fit for exportati- 
on, efpecially to hot climates, which improve 
them much. There was formerly a gre^t 
quantity of Malvafia or Canary fack made 
here, but of late days, there are not above 
fifty pipes made in a feafon ; for they gather 
the grapes when green, and make a dry hard 
wine of them;' which, when about two or 
three years old, can hardly be dillinguibed from 
Madeira wine, but after four years of age, it 
turns fo mellow and fweet, that it refemUes 
the wine of Malaga in Spain, Orchilla-'Weed 
grows here in abundance, as it does in all the 

C H AP. 
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Defcription of tbf JJTand of Palma. 

FR dM Tcno, the weft end of Tenerife^ 
to the neareft part of the ifland of Palmay 
it is, weft-north- wefty feventeen leagues. Pal- 
ma is about eight leagues in length, reckon- 
ing it from north to fouth, and the extreme 
breadth about fix leagues* 

The fummk of this iffand is higher than 
that of Tencrife; for, as I obferved before, 
we reckon the Pike, or fugar-loaf,, only as a 
hill placed on the top o£ the. ifland When 
one who has not feen land of an uncommon 
height, approaches within twelve leagues of 
the iflands Tenerife and Palma,, in clear wea- 
ther, and comes alF at once to behold them, 
his furprize will be very great,, and not unlike 
that which ftrikes a per/bn who has never feen 
tiie ocean, until he comes to have a full view 
pf .it all at once from, the top of an adjacent 
jnountauh 

. The chief port in* Palma is that of Santa 
Cruzj.on the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland. The 
mark by which a flranger may find it, is the 
following: when he approaches to the eaft 
fide of the ifland,. Palma will then appear to: 
him fliaped exaSIy like a faddle. Let him 
flfee^ fo, as to fall in a little to windward of |he 
loweft place, or middle of the faddle, until 
E 3 he 
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he comes within a mile of the land ; then run 
along-ihore to the fouthward, and he will per- 
ceive the town clofe by the fea-ihorey and the 
(hipping lying in the road ; but as the land be- 
hind or above the town is high and fteep, one 
cannot difcern the (hipping till within a mile 
of them. The road is within a mufqiiet-fliot 
of the ftore, where veffe Is commoniy ride in 
fifteen or twenty fathoms watefi.and ar^ ex- 
pofed to eafterly winds; yet, with good an- 
chors and cables, may ride with gre3:t ftfety, 
in all winds that blow in this part of the world, 
for the ground is clean and good, and the great 
height of the ifland, with the perpendicular 
height of the land facing the road, repels the 
wind th^t blows upon it, though ever fo flrong; 
yet there is always, in good weather, 9 gentle 
fea-breez^inthe road. When there is a great 
north-eaft fwell out at fea^ it comes rolKng 
into the bay ; but, for want of wind, and htr 
caufe of the deepnef? of the water dofe to the 
fliore, it has no power or force, fo that fhips 
in fuch a cafe ride here with a (lack cable* 
Thefe things confidered, we may co^ictwde the 
road of Santa Cruz, in Palma, to be more 
fecuf^ than any of thofe of Canaria or Tene- 
rife; biit in the winter-time, the rolling fwell 
that comes iotothe bay, breaks high upon, the 
beach, and prevents boats from going off or 
landing, for the fpace of three or fopr:da^s 
together. A fmall mole was formerJy built 
here, at a confideraWc expence, but was foon 
after dcflroyed by the violence of the furf. 
Another ha$ been begun to be ereSed thfere, 
an^ ibe work carried on for fome years pafl:, 
]iut 1 do not know that it is yet finifted. " 

Santa 
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Santa Cr€z 1>ela'Palwia b iilai^t 
totvn, coritzmng two parish chvrches^ fev*e»- 
iml ^convents of Friars and Nuiw,- with inafly 
neaft prrv^rc boil^iiivg:^; rhoogh rrot To good 
<nd l«Pge »s thofe of the city <tf Pabnas ift 
CaaarUi, or of the «ooms of I'enerife* Near 
rhe sihoite is ^ caflihe or baiteiy, vnounted witti 
'ft few ciansnon^ for the die^feitce of the Aippfng 
i^ the tfciy, and to prcv^w an enemy frorti 
isnding. in the mid'd'tt of the tbttnny near the 
great chtirdh, is a fountmriy filled hy^ rit«i^ 
let, which plentifully fiiif)filreb th<e ifihabitancb 
iprich^od tt^ter. 

TxssA<:oiiTA-, th^ next port, lies oh rht 
fomh-ij»<?ft part of the ifl^ftdj; « is eSipof cd ro 
^^efterry \^ffids, and htik ffeqwemed by imy 
VtelTeis txcteprirag footttsw 

Ik all this iikuMl there is w» t6\»^n of ^iny 
nei^e, excefnrhg Sitntk Crusty but AHMy v^K 
iages, tte thi^f of whrch are St^ Attires 'tfnd 
T«JKcdffti. 

In the Diortb->«alft p&rtof Paima^ ubiarrd, i^ 
« fipariou^ high OKnmtiitti, fteiep on aM fid^ 
tailed h Oidera, i. e. the Caxt^dron. TUb 
likountftm is hollow, like the Pike of Tlertertfe<; 
the Amitnit h about two leagues in diamettt 
tvery way, and within defcends gradually froot 
thence to the bottom, which is a fpace of a- 
bout thirty acres. 

Ov tht declivity of the idide fprifrg feinerat 
fivttlets, which join all together at the bottoWi, 
and ifltie in one ftream through a palTage to 
the otttfide of th^ n^^otlmtaiB from which it de» 
fcends, and, after running fome diftance from 
tfaenoe, it luriis twio fugar^niiilfs. The water 
ef this ftreana is unwholefotne, by reafon of 

its 
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its being tainted with other water^ of a per- 
nicious quality, which mixes with it in the 
cauldron. All the infide of the cauldron a- 
bounds with herbage, and is covered with lau- 
rels, te-a or pitch- pine, palms, lignum Rho- 
dium, and retamas; thefe lad, in this ifland, 
have a yellow bark, and grow to the fize of 
l$rge trees, but in the others they are only 
fhrubs. The fliepherds here are very careful 
not to let the h^-goats feed on the leaves of the 
retama, becaufe they breed a flone in the 
bladder, which kills them. 

On the outfide of the cauldron fpring two 
rivulets, one of which runs northward to the 
village of St. Andres, and turns two fugar^mills, 
the other runs to the eaftward, to the town of 
Santa Cruz. Befides thefe there are no other 
rivulets, dreams, or fountains of water of any 
coofequence in the iiland ; for which reafon the 
natives build fquare refervoirs or tanks, with 

E tanks of pitch-pine, which they make tight 
y caulking; thefe they fill from the torrents 
of rain-water that fall down from the moun- 
tains in the winter-feafon, and preferve it for 
themfelves and great cattle ; for the iheep, 
goats, and hogs, in places diflant from the 
rivulets, feed on roots of fern and afphodil ^ 
almod ail the year round, and therefore have 
little or no need of water, there being moif- 
ture^nough in thofe roots to fupply their want. 
The fouth quarter of the ifland is mod dedi- 
tute of water ; yet there is a medicinal well of 
hot water there, fo clofe tq the fea diore that 

* The Spaniards call thefe lad, roots of gamones, 
which I believe to be^roQts of afphociii. 

tb^ 
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the tide flaws' aato it al full Tea. At anothe^ 
place, called Uguer, is a cave, which has a 
long narrow entrance, fo ftrait that a perfon 
mud enter it backwards, keeping his face all 
the. while towards the mouth of the cave that 
he may feo his. way. After'he has got through * 
this pafTage, he en^iersinto ^t- fpacious grotto,-, 
where water diftils from between* the large 
flakes of ilate^ilones that hang from the roof« • 
The lead blow given to thefe, refounds through ' 
the cave with a noife like thunderi In the 
diftridof Tifuya^s-a nKMinUiin»^ which^.toall 
appearance, . has * been rjcmoved f rom'its origi- 
nal (ituation by- an earthquake: the natives 
have -a., traditiony that the- fpot where it now 
dands was a plain,^ and the mod fruit/ui fpot 
in the whole ifland, until it was deflroyed by 
the burning . lava, and the fall of the moun<» 
tain.i 

The fiimmit of Palraa formerly abounded' 
with trees;, but in the ye^r 1545, and after 
it, a great drought prevailed, which deftroyed 
them all: however, fome time after, others^ 
began to .fpring, but were deftroyed by . the - 
rabbits and other animals, who finding . no ' 
paflure below, went ^ip. there and eat aU the ^ 
young trees and herbs ; fo thav nt>w theupper • 
part of the iiland is quite^ bare^and- defdlate* - 
Thofe rabbits wece fvA- brought ta Palma by 
Don PedrcK Eeroandez^ de Lugo, the fecond ^ 
Adeiantado,, or Lieutenant-governor of Tene- 
rife, and -have- fince increafed exceedingly. 

Bbp ORE the (brubs and trees failed from 
the' fummit of theiflaad» much manoa fell 
there, which the natives gathered, ' and fcnt to 
Sp^in for faie, 

E S Th« 
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The produce here k much the hme wkb 
that of Gran Canaria^ only with this diffe- 
rence, that a great quantity of fugar is made 
in Palma, efpeciaily on the weft fide of the 
iiland. The eaft (ide produces good wines^ of 
a different tafte and flavour frofti thofe of Te- 
perife: the dry wine is fmail-bodied, and of 
a yellow colour. The Malvafia is not fo luf- 
cious or ftrong a$ that of Tenerife, but when 
it is about three years dd^ has the favour of 
a rich and ripe pine apple : but thefe wines are 
very diffic«!t of pircfer v^ation when exported, 
efpeciaily to cold climates, where they often 
tilni four. There is ab^ndianceof good honey 
here, efpeciaily in thofe hives which arc at a 
diftance from vines ^nd ftiocanes (a fruit re- 
femblmg elder- berries) for both thefe have a 
4»ad effed on its colour. In Palma is much 
gum-dragon ; and from the te-a or pitch-pine, 
pitch is extraded iit great quantities. 

All forts iof fruits growing in Canaria or 
Tenerife, are found here aifo, in greater k- 
bundance, infemnch that the natives cannot 
confume them; but havbg fugar in great 
plenty, they make vaft quantities of fwcef- 
fneais 4i*d conferves, which they exjjort to 
the reft of the iflands, and to fomepart of the 
Indies. 

In time of fcarcity of corfj, the natiyes -of 
this ifland make good bread of the roots of 
fern. I never eat any of that fort of bread 
here, hot I have in the ifland of Gomera, 
and found it not much inferior to that made 
of whe&t-flour 5'bttt tfhe fern in Gomera is 
reckoned better and morewhokfome'than that 
•f Palma. 
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Axir«:Ou^H the woods tha^t grew op the 
fuiAn»it of Palnriji we/eaU deftroyed, yct there 
is gbuiKbinQp of trees i,n th^ rcigion.of the 
doMiis^ an4 beaea.-th itj infoimuch th^ the 
tiland, at ahctm tw,o leagUf^ di fiance, appe^j^ 
like one entire woo^. •Pine-.treep firow here 
lo fuch a fi;zse/ as to be fit foi' m^fls fox .the 
largeft -fliips ; but they ^ri Iveftv^y, an^, bj 
reaibn of the /ru^g^dnof^ of the roads, the ex^ 
penqe of briiigipg tbeoi itp thp ^ore would <b^ 
immcnfe ; I reimmb^ ap f^hfli Amerlc^Q* 
fioop, of one hundi]^ a.pd fifty ton^, i^Vfl^g 
loft her vo/siStf wtas <t9weid iii h^fe by tthe fiih- 
iagri)oatc ; the nati^ea gaye tbe ipaftei- l^ave 
to go to Alt woody and cut ^y jt^e^ fit /orihia 
purpofe gTiaiid ; hvt the ^xpence of li>rif)ging 
k idown^ ibougb laborer i^ cheap her^e, ^co^ 
him twfDJtySve pavAds (le^ ii^g : nevierfhelefs^ 
much tiiaber is .^if^tfA fi^qa hj&nce to the 
reft of the iflands* 

Tjhe aii-, weather, and )jwnd§ are jjrHicR^ 
the fame htrd afi.at C^mf'^ anid Tej^rifp, on^ 
ly iwith this idift^renQe, th^ wpft^ly wiad^ 
and rain are rather more frequent m P4^9a 
the reafon of )ybi^ is,., t^ >t li^ m^r/s to ihe 
weftward- aod narth»W'afjd> cpore^Hently not 
being fo for within jtfee verge, of the nouUiQ^^ 
tra4e-JM^ind iis jdb«fe iftaiid.Sy U mpr^ exf^oCeid to 
^ari^le winds» f!^tic^\^ly ih^ fouifli-weft^ 
which is the moA pr/&vai^i¥ w^nd ^n th^ ^iiti- 
ludta adjacent to tho^ of li^e pprjth-ea((: 
trade. 

As Ao <the cliffiat^ ^h^re, ^n^ in Can^ria^ 
Teoerife, Ganoeca, aad Htcfjo, a perfon wiU 
6ai great difl^ieocei a^cof^ir^ .a$ fa? Uve^ 
Mar die ffia-^orjei» or Mp in the mQui$i^aIni ^ 

for 
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for in the months of July, Auguft, and Sep- 
tember, the heat is fomewhat intolerable near 
the fea-fhore, when (here is a calm ; but when 
the heat is fo great on the fea-coaft, the air is 
quite frefli andpleafant on the mountains. In 
the middle of winter, the habitations far up 
in the mountains, near the clouds, are excef- 
fively cold ; the natives keep fires burhiiig iit 
their houfes all the day long, which is never 
done below, near the fea, for there they ufe 
fire only in their kitchens. Were the inhabi* 
tants of the city of Laguna to have the leaft 
idea of the pleafure of the focial winter fire, 
they would no doubt build chimneysf in their 
hcAifes, for in that place the weather is raw 
and cold in that feafon : hail frequently falls 
in this place ; and fome of the oldeft of the 
■prefent inhabitants remember a great fnow 
falling upon the plaia, where It remained for 
fome days. 

For eight months of the year the fummits 
of all the Canary Iflands, Lancerota and Fit* 
ertaventura excepted, are generally covered 
with fnow. 

On viewing Rilma at the diftance of three 
leagues off at fea, one would imagine that the 
mountains were Ml of gutters, or beds of tot^ 
rents of rain-water; but thefe only appear 
little, being high up, confequently at a great 
diftance off; but when one approaches near, he 
finds them to be large valleys or hollows» 
abounding with wood. 

This ifland has not been exempted from 
volcanos, the effe6^s of which are ftill to be 
feen in almoft every part of it ; for the cban- 
mh where the burning matter^ melted ocea, 

and 
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and calcined ftones and allies ran, are eafily 
diftinguiChed. In the memory * of fome of 
the oldeft inhabitants living in the^year 1750^ 
one of thofe fiery tivers ran down from the 
mountains toward the town of Santa Cruz, 
and emptied itfelf inta the fea about a mile to 
the northward of the town. No confiderable 
earthquake hath happened in. thofe iflands for 
ibme years paft, but now and then they have 
fome flight fliocks : they had fome at the time 
of the memorable earthquake at Lifbon, but 
they were fcarce perceptible : only the fudden 

* Nanno de Fenna* in his Hiftoricaj Memoirs, 
%s, that on the i3ih of November, 1677, a Jiitle 
after, fun fet, the earth fhook for thirteen leagues^ 
with a frightful noife, that iafted five days, during 
which the earth opened in feveral places ; but the 
greateft gap was upon that called Mont aux Che- 
vres, a mile and a half from the fea, from whence 
proceeded a great frre, which caft up ftones and 
pieces of rock. The like happened in feveral places 
thereabouts; and in iefs than a quarter of an hour 
tt made twenty-^ight gaps about the foot of the 
mountain, which vomited abundance of flames and 
burning ftones. It took its courfe over the plain of 
Los Cainos, and ran with violence towards the Holy 
Fountain ; but comings near the brink of the great 
defcent, turned to the right, and forced its way to- 
wards the Old Port, where the Spaniards landed 
when they made themfelves matters of this rfland^ 
He adds, that on the aoth of November foHowing, 
there was a fecond eruption of the Mont aux Che- 
vres, from whence came forth ftones and fire, with 
great earthquakes and thunders, for feveral days, fo 
that black cinders were taken up at feven leagues 
diftance, the adjacent lands were entirely deflroyed, 
and the inhabitants forced to quit their habitadons. 

flux 
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flux and reflux of the fea was evident enou^lt^ 
at Porto de Luz, in Canaria, where the fea 
went about a mile back, and remained there 
for fome time. The people of Patma at that 
time feeing a wreck lying upon the ground, 
which the water had left bare, fome of thent 
were fo bold as to go to ir^ but the fea fuddenly 
returning, fwept them all away. A boatman 
at Port Orotava told me, that on the day qf 
the Lifbon earthquake^ his boat was hauled 
tip on the beach, apd he was leaning upon it» 
converting with fome fifliermen on tbe ilrendV 
when all on a fudden the fea floated his boat^ 
and wetted him afid his companions lo the 
middle ; then retiring a great way back, it rt^ 
turned agi^in, but not with fuch violence as ac 
fir& ; and fo continued ebbing and flowing fof 
Jth|8 fpgice .of an hour : they were all aftonifhcd 
;^t this ftraoge phawiomipijpo ; bi|.t when thejr 
fifi^em^ Hbe new* of theJieftjuQiop ?.t tObofl^ 
$By hoHiMn fwore folemnly ih^ h^ wv^ 
would work on AlUfaints day ^g^in Jfih'4^ hp 
ii¥ed ; ^* Which 4>ath, a^ded he, I iiHead SBok. 
^ religioufiy te obferve/' 

The black ihining fand which we throw 
upon wriiin^g to prevent blotting, is found in 
'ma,ny plaqes on the fliore of this and the other 
iHaods. It fpems to hiiye been thrown out of 
vplcaiios; f^d is cprt.^in)y the mp(t pcrkQ. 
iron, for the m^gt^et or loz^-fU^t will^ wl)en 
held near it, lick up jS^ery grain, Jeaving wr 
ihiog behind. I have been told tbajt fojne e^ 
periments have been publlcifr xnade, witho^ 
«fffid, to turn this fand into bar-iron : yet I am 
crediWj ipforpied that a^jjtleman in London 

underftands 
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underftands this fecret^ and has a cafe of razors 
made of this fame black (hintng fand« 
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Of the Jfland of Gmera. 

THE middfe of Gomcra lies footh-ireft 
from Pomt Teno, in Tenerife, about 
fix leagues diftance. The principal town is fi^ 
tuated clofe lay the Tea- (ho re, in the bottom or 
cod of a bay, where (hipping lie knd-locked 
from all winds, except the fouih-eaft. Here 
• you wiay moor at a convenient diftanee from 
the ihore, from feven fathoms water to fifteen ; 
but as the land-wind frequently blows hard, it 
is ncceffary for a (hip to moor with a large 
fcope of cable, otherwife (he will be in dinger 
of being blown otit of the bay. The fea here 
is generally fo fmooth, that boats may land on 
the beach without danger. On the north fide 
of the bay is a cove, where fliips of any burthen 
may haul clofe to the ihore (which is a high 
and perpendicular cliff), and there heave down, 
clean, or repair. When boats <rannot land on 
the beach, on account of the furf, they put 
a(bore at this cove, from whence there is a 
path-way, along the face of the diff, to the 
town ; but it is fo narrow that two perfons 
cannot w^lka brcaft: near the end of this road 
is a gate, which ib alwrys (hut after fun-fet, 
or w4ien it turns dark, and then no man can 

pafs 
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pafs that way. About a ftone's throw fron» 
the b^ach begins the principal ftreet of th« 
town, and from thence runs Orait inland. The 
town is called La Villa de Palmas, i. e. the 
Town of Palms, becaufe of the number of 
palm* trees growing there. It has a church 
and convent of* Friars, with about one hundred 
and fifty private houfes, mod of which are but 
mean and rm|ill. It is well fupplied with good 
water, which the inhabitants draw from wells 
in every part 6t the town. In the winter-fca- 
fon, a large rivulet, from the mountains, emp- 
ties itfelf into the port. On the. fouth fide of 
the mouth of thi& rivulet (lands an old round 
tower, which was built by Don Miguel Pe«- 
raxa, the firft Count of Gomera ; and on the 
topof the perpendicular cliff, on the norrhfide 
of the cove, is a chapel, and a battery of a few. 
pieces of cannon f^^r the defence of the port. 
As I have lofi the journals of the voyages in 
which I touched here, I cannot be fo particular 
in giving diredions to find this excellent port 
as I could wiih ; but, to the heft of my re- 
membrance,, the land that forms the north 
point of the bay, is the moil foutherly point 
of land on the eaft fide of Gomera, that can 
be feen from Point Teno in Tenerife* That 
land, when one is to the northward^ of it, at 
about a league diftance, bears a great refem- 
blance to the Ram-head, near Plymouth- 
found. In going into the bay it is neceflary to 
fiand clofe in with this point, for the land-wind 
is commonly toofcanty for a (hip to fetch the 
proper anchoring-place ;. for that r^fon it is 
better to come in with the fea-breeze, which 
generally begins to blow here aboi^t noon. 

Thi 
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The beft plaoi for a (hip to lie here^ is 
ivhere a full view may be had along through 
the main fireet of the town, and at about the 
diftance of a cable's length from the beach : it 
is neceflary to moor as foon as poflible, becaufe 
of eddy-winds that fometimes blow in the bay. 

GoMERA, though notfo large and populous 
as Palma, is a confiderable ifland; for many 
rivulets flow from its craggy mountainsi and 
water l^ie narrow valleys ; in Hiort, in every 
part of the ifland water may be found by dig- 
ging the ground to about .the depth of five or 
fix feet. Among the fountains that abound 
here, the following are mod efleemed, viz. 
Chemele, Tegoay, and la Fuente del Conde, 
i. c. the Count's Fountain. No pines grow 
here, but many othtr kinds of trees, particu« 
larly barbufanos *, mocanes, favines, adernos, 
vinatigos, files, palms, with a great number 
of maflick-trees, which yield abundance of th^ 
gum of that name. 

The produce of this ifland is much the fame 
with that of Tenerife, Canaria, or Palma. 
The natives have generally juft corn enough 
for their own ufe> and feldom import nor ez^ 
port any. In this particular Gomera refembles 
Gran Canaria, having almoft every neceflary 
within itfelf, and therefore ftands in need of 
little or nothing from abroad ; for corn, wine, 
roots, fruit, honey, cattle, and fowls f arc 
here in great plenty : and was there encourage- 

* The wood of the barbufano is fomethlng like 
mahogany, but blacker ; when green it ftiaks mofk 
abominably. 

f There are no turkeys in Gomera. 

ment 
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ment in Gomera for induftrp^ the naf ivtes could 
eafily mamrfidure enough of their own woofi 
and raw filk ftifficieBt to clothe -thefnfdTcs 7 
and here is ftone, lime, timber, and ail ocber 
materials fit for boiidfng, excepting iron. 

The Gomeran irine'in general is weak, 
poor, and fharp, therefore unfit for exporta- 
tion ? yet ftmie of it, when two years dd^ ex" 
ceis (he very beft Madeira wine in tsdie i[nd 
flavovr, ahhough it is in colour foir a) wa«er, 
and weak as fniall beer, i bronght fome do^ 
%ens of this. wine to London, where I ihewed 
it to fome peopte as a great duriofity; but 
they did not reliih it, for the EngUfh efttem nb 
weak wine, iet its tafte and flairoUr be ever 1ft 
delicate. The wkie-snerchants in France^ 
Spain, Porti^il, and fame other pfaices, know^ 
ing this, take care to mix brandy even with 
the ftrongeft wfnes which they fetid totng* 
land* 

Besides the animals common in the reft 
t4 the iflands, here is plenty of -deer, which 
were originaHy brought hither from Bsrbary. 
More "mules are bred in Gomera timn in any 
of the fe%'«n iflands ; but I do not remember to 
have feen any cameis here. Neither ibakes «r 
ferpentsare (bond in any of the Canary Ifland^ 
except Gomera ; but I have no reafon to be** 
lieve, by any thing I could learn^ that they 
tre venomous or do any harm. 
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CHAP. XUI. 



0/ fb9 IJktt'd if Hierro. 

THIS ifl*rtd re Acml fiffcen leagues in 
ctrcumfcrence, «nt!l five ih breadth. It 
rffes fteep and cmggy irom ihc Tea, on all 
fides, for above a leagtie, in fuch a mranner ^ 
to render the afccnt very diflicdt and farigutng i 
after travelltng ibts leagire, Ae reft of the 
ifland wift be found tobcioleraMy level and 
fruirfbl, for it aboifnds wkh many kinds of 
trees and IhrtAs, panic ulaily pines, brefos, 
fevines, knirek, paios btancps, adernos, Inr^ 
btffanosy acevinos, inoeanes, retamas, beech, 
e(bobon«s (of Vhtch the Spaniards make 
broocns or befotns), and fome patms j but m 
gtmi-ilragon-trees grow here. 

THiS ifland prodoces better grafs, herbs, 
and flowers than any of the other rflimds, fo 
thai bees thri^^ and nrulttply here extremely, 
•nd make excellent honey. The wine of 
Hierro is poor, weak,, and bad, infemnch thai 
the natives are obliged to difti! the greatefl 
part of it into brandy. There are only three 
fountains of water in the whole ifland, one of 
them is called Acof *, which in the language 
of the ancient inhabitants fignifies River ; a 

* In the Azantga dialed of the Lybian tongaef 
Afeif iignifies a River. 

name 
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lume^ however, which does not feem to have 
been given it on account of its yielding much 
water, for in that refped it hardly deferves 
the name of a fountain. More to the north- 
ward is another, called Hapio ; and in the 
middle of the illand is a fpring, yielding a 
ftream about the thicknefs of a nian's fiiiger. 
This laft was difcovered in the year 1 565, and 
is called the Fountain of Anton Hernandez. 
On account of the fcarcity of water, the (heep, 
goats, and Twine here do not drink in the fum- 
mer, but are taught to dig up the roots of fern, 
and chew them to quench their thirft. The 
great cattle are watered at thofe fountains, and 
at a place where water diflils from the leaves 
of a tree. Many writers have made mentioa 
of this famous tree ; fome in fuch a manner as 
to make it appear miraculous : others again< 
deny the exigence of any fuch tree,, among 
whoni is Father Feyjoo, a modern^ Spanifli au- 
thor, in his Theatro Critico*. But. he, and 
thofe who agree with him, in^ this niatter, are 
as much miftaken as they who would make it 
appear to be miraculous. Thi^ is the only 
ifland of all the Canaries which I have not been 
in; but I have failed with natives of Hierro,^ 
who when queftioned about the exiftence of 
^is tree, anfwered in the affirmative. 

The author of the Hiftory of the Difcovcry 
and Conqueft has given us a particular account 
of it„ which I (hall relate here at large. 

•* The diftrid in which this tree ftands is 
" called Tigulahe, near to which,, and in the 
** cliff or fteep rocky afcent that furrounds the 
^^ whole ifland, is a narrow gutter or galley, 
** which commences at tlie fea, and continues 

** to. 
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^* to the fummlt of the cliff, where it joins or 
'* coincides with a valley, which is terminated 
•* by the fteep front of a rock. On the top of 
^ this rock grows a tree, called, in the lan- 
" guage of the ancient inhabitants, Garfe, i. e. 
** Sacred or Holy Tree, which for many years 
•* hds been preferved found, entire, and frefli. 
" Its leaves conftantly diftil fuch a quantity of 
" water as is fufficient to furni(h drink to every 
** living creature in Hierro; nature having 
** provided this remedy for the drought of the 
'* ifland. It is fituated about a league and a 
" half from the fea. Nobody knows of what 
** fpecies it is, only that it is called Til, It is 
** diilinS from other trees, and ftands by it- 
" felf; the circumference of the trunk is about 
" twelve fpans, the diameter four, and in 
*' height from the ground to the top of the 
** higheft branch forty fpans: the circum- 
** ference of all the branches together is one 
" hundred and twenty feel. The branches 
** are thick and extended ; the ioweft com- 
'^ mence about the height of an ell from the 
*• ground. Its fruit refcmbles the acorn, and ' 
** taftes fomething like the kernel of a pine- 
** apple *, but is fofter and more aromatic. 
** The leaves of this'tree refemble thofe of 
^* the laurel, but are larger, wider, and more 
** curved ; they come forth in a perpetual fuc- 
** ceffion,fothat the tree always remains green, 
** Near to it grows a thorn, which faftens on 

♦ Not the anana, but the fir or pine tree pear, nut, 
or apple. Thofe of Britain have nothing in them ; 
but the pine-apples in Spain, and fome other coua- 
Cries, contain a kernel of an agreeable tafte. 

" many 



ii8 THE HISTORY OF 

*^ many o£ its braachea and. iiTt«];wcaves mth 
^ them; and at a fmail diftaace from the 
^' Garfe arc fome beech-trees, bnefos, and 
'.* thorns. On the noctJi fid^ of the trunk are 
^' two large tanks or ciAexns of rough ftone^ 
'' or rather one ciftern divided, each half being' 
'' twenty feet fquare,, and (Ixteea (pans if» 
** depth. One of thefe conrains. water for ehe 
'* drinking of the inhabitanjs, and the other 
*' that which they ufe for their cattJe, waih^- 
'* i^ 9nd fuch like purpofes. Every oaorAing', 
** near, this part of the ifland^ a cloud or m'lfb 
** ariiiQS frxxcn the fea^, which thp fouth asid 
'* eaftedy winds force againft. the for«-nMn»- 
** tioned flflep clifF;. fo* that the, cloud, hawing- 
*♦ no vent but by the gutter, gradoallyafccndg^ 
*' it, and from . thence; advances flowjy ta the' 
^' extremity -of the valley, wher«e. it. ist fk3ipped« 
'* and checkied by the front of th^rock vi^kh- 
*' terminates the vaiiey^ and then refis upon* 
*' the thick leaves and wjderfpreading bitanches- 
*^ of the tree, fromtw^hence^itdidits in driops- 
^* during the. remmn^ej*: ol the^ day^ ueul it. is- 
*^ at length exbauAed^.. in> the fitme) naannef 
** ihat we fee water, drip from the- leaves of> 
•* trees after a. heavy flu)iver of raiaf.r This* 
'* difiiUation is nott p«iGuiiar to the gficfe, oF' 
** til, for the!br«foS). which gFow near it,.like- 
'' wife drop w^ater; but their leaves beingbut* 
** few and narrow, the. qftamity is fo trifling, 
*K that thoug|ictbe naiives fave^fonfiieof it,yyei' 
"• they make little or no account of any but 
** what diftils from the. til ;, which,, togfjther 
" with the wateroffomiefoimtains) and. what. 
*^ is,faved in the^wi^ter.-feafon, .is. fufficient ta 
^* ferve them and tj;k^<flock9<> XhtstKoeyieldi^, 

moft 
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<^ moft w»ter m thofq years when the Lev«ne 
*^ or eaft^lf winds hav« prevailed for a conti- 
*^ nuanqe ; fqr by tbefc wind$©nly,. the cloud* 
<^ or xmds are. drawn hitfaer from the ieai. A- 
** perfpn Uives on- the fpot near which thifr tree- 
'^ grQw:s«. who is appoimed by the Council to 
y^ t^ care of it and its water^ and is allowed- 
*• a.houfe to live- in> with a certain faJary. He- 
*? every day diftributes to each family of the- 
** diftriS^ feven poti or veflcis full of water^ 
'^ hefide^ wbtiU be gives to the-principa] poople- 
'f of the iaaiid*'' 

WttETHEH the tree which yields vwiter at 
thisprefent time be thejame as that mentioned- 
in- the above defcription, 1 cannot pretend to 
<ieterxDine, but it; is probable th^xe has been a 
fucceffioQ of them ; for Pliny, defcribtng the- 
Sorttina^e Ifland/s, fays» " In the mountains of 
** Ombribn arc trees, refembjing the plant fe^ 
** Tiils^ from w,hich water may be procni^d 
•* by pneffure: wha* comes from the black 
** kind is hitter, bat that which the white yidd^ 
*^ is fwect and potable*'* 

Trsi.$ yielding, M^ter are not peculiar to the 
iflandof Hierro, for travellers inform us of one- 
<rf the fame kind; in the ifland of St» Thomas^- 
in the bight or gulph of Guinea* In Cock- 
hiiJ?n's Voyages w^e find the following account* 
of a droppitigtreiQ near the moun^ns of Vera' 
RaZf in America. 

•* Qn the.morning of the fourth dayr we- 
** came out on;a Jarge plain, where were gf,eat- 
" numbers of fine deer,; and. in- the middle* 
*•- ftoodja^tree. of uiwfual fiw,. fproading itp 
4 branches ovfir a vaft compafs of gfowd. 
" Xuriofity, kdiUSi up to it; we had periceived^ 

at 
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'' at fome diftance off^ the ground about it to 
'* be wet, at which we began to be fomewhat 
'* furprifed, as well knowing there had no rain 
'' fallen for near fix months paft, actording to 
*• the certain courfe of the feafon in that lati- 
<' tude ; that it was impoflible to be occafioned 
** by the fall of dew on the tree, we were con- 
** vinced by ihe fun's having power to exhale 
** away all moifture of that nature a few mi- 
** nutes after its rifing. At laft, to our great 
** amazement as well as joy, we faw water 
** dropping, or as it were diftilling, faft from 
** the end of every'leaf of this wonderful (nor 
'^ had it been amifs if I had faid miraculous) 
** tree ; at leaft it was fo with refpefl to us, 
** who had been labouring four days through 
** extreme heat, without receiving the Icaft 
** moifture, and were now almoft expiring for 
'* the want of it. , 

** We could not help looking on this as li- 
*• quor fent from heaven to comfort and fup- 
*' port iis under great extremity. We catched 
** what we could of it in our hands, and drank 
** very plentifully of it, and liked it fo well 
** that we could hardly prevail with ourfelves 
'* to give over. A matter of this nature could 
*« not but excite us to make the ftriftcft obfer- 
" vations concerning it, and accordingly we 
'* (laid under the tree near three hours, and 
" found we could not fathom its body in five*' 
" times. We obferved the foil where it grew 
** to be very flony ; and, upon the niceft en* 
** quiry we could afterwards make, both of 
** the natives of the country and the Spanifh 
**^ inhabitant^, we could not learn ihe>e was 
** any fuch tree known throughout New Spain^ 

nor 
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" nor p^rhapf all America over : but I do not 
** relate this as a prodigy in nature, becaufe I 
" am not philofopher eneUgh to afcribe any 
" natural caufe for it ; the learned may, pcr- 
" haps^ give fubftantial reafon in nature, for 
" what appeared to us as a great and marvel- 
** lous fecret.". 

If lam not miftaken, there is only one pa- 
rifli ^urch ta the whole ifland, and no confi- 
derabU town. The port or anchoring-pUce I 
am fiot acquainted with, having never, been 
there ; but am informed it is an open road^ and 
but little frequentedi excepting by boaxs and 
im^l backs. 

As I have now given fome defcriptioo of a|l 
the Canary Iflands, I ihall proceed tp defcri be 
the manners and cu(loi?is.ot the natives, their 
tr^ie, policy, &c. But before I enter on (hat 
fubjed, it will not be improper to give fome 
account of the iflands, rather rocks, called the 
Salvages ; becaufe by fome they are reckoned 
as pari of the Canary Iflands. They lie 
twenty-feven leagues north from Point Nago 
m Tene^ife. The chief ifland is high and 
roc^cy, and is about a league in circumference. 
Three or four leagues fouth-weft from this 
ifland is another, which refembles the largeft 
Needle rock at the weft end of the Ifle of 
Wight. Between ihofe iflands are many rocks 
and fands, fome of which are above and others 
under water; therefore it is dangerous, for 
thofe who are not well acquainted with thofe 
iflands, to approach them, except on the eaft 
fide of the great ifland. I have failed paft it 
this way, within the diftance of a ftone's throw. 
People who come to this ifland, anchor fome- 

VoL. II. F where 
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ivhcre on the routh-ead fide. It produces no- 
thing but orchtlla-weed. Here are great plenty 
of cormorants, or fca-fowls refemt>ling them. 
Some barks and boats from the Canary lilands 
frequent the Salvages in the fummer in queft 
of wrecks and thofe fea- fowls. They catch 
the young in their neds, kill and fait them, and 
tlicfl carry them to Tenerife for fale. The 
Salvages, though uninhabited, belong to the 
Portuguese, who reckon ihem as dependent on 
(he ifland of Madeira, and although they 
fcarccly ever vrfit them, yet they will not al- 
low theSpaniapds to gather orchrlla-weed there. 
Some years ago a few fifli^rmen went thither 
in a bark from Tenerife, iti queft of wrecks^ 
fcutjiot finding any, they went afhore and ga- 
thered about half a ton of orchilla-wecdi 
When this was known at Madeira^ the Poriu- 
^ueze made complaint thereof to the Gover- 
nor-general of the Canary Iflands, and would 
■not be fatisfied till the poor mailer of the bark 
was thrown into prifon, where he remained a 
long time. The Portugueze, in this affair, 
behaved fomcwhat like the Englifli, who wiH 
neither be at the trouble to catch fifli in what 
they call their own feas, nor fuffer others to 
catch them, without complaining of it as a 
jxiatter of tranfgrcffion. 
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CHAP, xiv; 



Of the Natives of Canaria, Tenenfe, Palma, 
Gomera, and Hierr^; their Perjons^ Drejs^ 
end Buildings, 

WE have already (hewn, in the Hiftory of 
thcDifcovery and Conqueft of fhcfe 
iflands^ who were the firft inhabitants thereof, 
and in what manner the Spaniards and other 
Europeans incorporated with them^ fo as that 
thefe different nations became at length one 
people. 

The defcendants of this mingled nation are 
now denominated Spaniards, and ufe no other 
language than the CaAillian : the gentry fpeak 
it in perfeQion, but the peafants, who inha- 
bit the remote parts of the iflands, in a man- 
ner almoA unintelligible to Grangers; their 
pronunciation being fuch as not unaptly to be 
compared to a man talking with fomething in 
his mouth. 

The natives here are of a fpare habit of 
body, middle fizcd, tolerably well (baped, 
have good features, and complexions more 
deeply fwarthy than thofe of the natives of the 
fouthern parts of Spain : but they have fine 
large fparkling black eyes, which give a viva- 
city and dazzling luflre to the countenance^ 
infomuch that in my opinion there are as many 
handfome people to be found here (in propor- 
F t tion 
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lion to the number of inhabitants) as in Eng- 
land. For the Englifh, though excelling all 
the people I have feen in finenefs and frefhnefs 
of complexion, yet their countenances in ge- 
neral are dull and unmeaning^ when compared 
with tbofe of the natives of the Canary Iflands : 
yer, upon the whole, it muft be owned that 
the old people here look more like demons 
ihan the human kind. 

The peafants are cloathed after the modern 
faftiion of the Spaniards, which is much the 
fame with the habit of the common people in 
England, only with this difference, that here 
the natives, when dreffed, wear long cloaks 
inftead of upper coats ; but the peafants of Ca- 
naria ufe, inftead of the cloak, an upper gar- 
ment fattened about the middle by a fefh or 
girdle. This garment is white, long, and nar- 
row, having a neck like an Englifli riding-coat, 
and is made of the wool of their own ftiecp. 
All the lower fort of people in thefe iflands 
wear their own hair, which is black, and ge- 
nerally bulhy ; they let it grow to a great 
length, and, when they drefs, comb it out in 
fuch a manner, that the fafhion of wearing 
hair at prefent here, feems to be the fame as 
that which prevailed in England in the reign 
of King James I. They tuck the hair of the 
right fide of the head behind the right ear. 

The gentlemen, inftead of their own hair, 
wear while perukes, which forman odd -con- 
traft to their duiky complexions. They never 
put on their perukes, upper coats, or fwords, 
but when they pay formal viftts, walk in pro- 
cefllons, or go to church on high feftivals : at 
other times their habit is a linen night-cap 

bordered 
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bordered or ruffled with cambrick or lace, and 
above it a broad-brimmed hat flouched, and, 
inflead of a coat, a long wide camblet cloak of 
a raifin or black colour. They never wear an 
opper coat without a fword, and generaUy 
wal'k with the hat under the arm. 

The woipen .of the lower rank- wear off 
their heads a coarfe linen g^uzte, which faHs* 
down upon their (houlders; they pin it to- 
gether under the chin, (o that the lower part 
ierves as a handkerchief to cover the neck and 
breads. Abov« this (when they go abroad): 
ihey wear a broad-brimmed hat flouched, to^ 
fhelter their faces fron> the fun ; and on their 
flioulders a mantle of baifci flannel, or fay. 
They ufe no ftaya, hut inftead of them a flxort 
tight jackty laced before. They wear many 
petticoats, which make them appear uncom- 
monly bulky; but the poor people who live in 
lowns^ wear veils when they walk the ftreets ;. 
thefe are made of black fay, and in the form 
/5f two petticoats, one above the other: when 
jthcy go abroad,, they take the upper fold and 
bring it over the head, wrapping it fo cloS^ 
iabout them that no part of the face is feen 
bul one eye; thus they behold every body they 
meet, without being known, for all their veils 
are of the fame colour and ftuflF, except ihofe 
of the ladies, which are made of (ilk. 

Ik Santa Cruz in the ifland of Tencrife, and: 
in the city of Palmas in Canaria, fome of the 
mo(l fafhionable ladies go abroad in their 
chariots, drefled after tTie modes of the 
French and Englifli ; but none walk the 
ftreets unveiled, yet the ladies novv-a-days 
F 3 wear 
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wear them fo open^ that any body may dif- 
cover the whole face, the neck, and even a part 
of the breads. The young ladies wear no cap 
or any thing elfe on their heads, but have their 
fine long black hair plaited, tucked up behind, 
and laid on the crown of the bead, where it ta 
fafiened by a gold comb. They wear no (lays, 
but tight fhort jackets, like the common peo- 
ple, only with this difference, that they arc 
made of finer ftuflF: they alfb wear mantles of 
fcarlet cloth or fine white flannel, laced with 
gold or Clver. The moft expenfive part of 
their drefs is their bracelets, necklaces, ear- 
rings, and other jewels. 

In thefe iflands there are fcarcely to be feea 
even among people of the firft rank, either a 
Jtian or woman who walks with an eafy and 
graceful air. This imperfedion is owing ta 
nothing elfe than their going abroad almod 
conftantly veiled, or covered with long cloaks^, 
fo that the women are not known, confequent*- 
ly they care not how they waHc ; and the mens 
motions are hid by their long cloaks : when 
they lay them afide, and drefs in upper coats, 
and wear fwords, canes, and perukes, with 
their hats under their arms, they make the 
mod ftifF, awkward, and ridiculous appearance 
imaginable. 

Those people who have been bred in Eng«- 
land, mud not expeS to find fuch cleanlinefa 
of perfon every where abroad, as in their own 
country, efpecially among the low^r fort of 
people. Here the poor^are remarkably loufy^ 
and are not afhamed of it, for the women may 
he feen fitting at the doors of their houfes 
picking the lice out of one another^s heads. 

The 
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The itch is common among «11 ranks, and 
they take no pains to cure it. The fame may 
be faid of venereal diforders, ahhough this laft 
diftemper is not. quite fb- general as the firlT:. 

The food of the common people \p ihe 
country is generally goffio, fruit, and wine, 
with falt-filh, which is brought to thofe iflandS 
from the coaft of Barbary in great abundance. 
Some think that the itcH, fo frequent here, is 
owing to the natives eating fo much of that 
food. Frefli fifli in the fumraer is tblerably 
plenty, but at other times more fcarce and 
dear. I need not here defcrihe the food of the 
gentry, becaufe in all countries they. live on 
the beft. 

The houfes of the peafantB and lo*Jver fort 
of people are of one ftory, and built of ftonc 
and lime: the roofs are either thatched or 
tiled. Thefe houfes are generally neat, com- 
modious, and clean; indeed'ihere is little dirt 
or duft in thefe iflands to make them nafty,, 
becaufe the ground is moftly rocky, and, by 
reafon of tKealmoft continual fine weather, is 
rarely wet. The walls of the houfes here are 
built of llone and lime, the roofs are covered' 
with pantiles, and the beams, rafters, and 
floors are all of pines. Thofe of people of 
rank are two ftories high, four-fquare, with^ 
an open court in the middle, much like our 
public inns in England, having, like them,, 
balconies on the infide of each fquare of the 
houfe, and which are on a level with the floor 
of the,fecopd (ibry. The ftreet-door is placed 
in the middle of the front of the houfe; with- 
in that door is a fecond; the fpace betweep 
ihem is ihebreadxh of the rooms of the houfe : 
E4 this. 
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this place is called La Cafa Puerta, the outer 
door of which is generally open M day Tong, 
and (hut in the evening. When you enfei* the 
inner door of the cafa puerta, you come to the 
Patio, or court- yard, which is large or fftiali 
according to the fize of the houfe, and is ge- 
nerally paved with flags, pebbles, or fome o- 
ther fiones. In the centre of the court, is a 
fquare or circular ftone wall, of about the 
height of four feet, filled with earth, in which 
are commonly planted banana, ofang^, or o- 
ihcr fort of trees. All the lower (lory of each 
quarter of the houfe, are fiore-rooms or cel- 
lars. The flairs leading to the fecdnd ftory^ 
generally commence at the right or left hand 
corners^ next the door of the court as one en- 
ters it, and confift of two flights of fteps,, 
which lead into the gallery, from whence one 
may have accefs to any quarter of the fecond 
Hory, without going through the roonas of any 
of them. The principal Apartments are com- 
monly in that quarter of the houfe facing the 
ilreet, which contains a hall, with an apart- 
ment at each end thereof. Thefe rooms arfc 
the whole breadth of the quarter, and the hal! 
•is jufl as long again as any of the apartments 
at its extremities. The windows of thefe 
rooms are formed of wooden lattices, curioufly 
wrought, and are all in the outfide wall, none 
of them looking inwards to the court. In the 
middle of the front-quarter of fome great 
houfes, on the outfide above the gate, and 
equal with the floor of the * fecond flory, is a 
balcony ; fome have a gallery running from 
one end of the quarter to the other : but this 
is not common on the outfide of the houfe. 

The 
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The apartments Are aU white- wa^d^ thofe 
at ihe extfemuiies of thfe great haU, and Tome 
pf ihe reft, are lined wUh fiiie juats, to about 
the height of five feet from i-he floor, which 
is fomeiimc5 covered with ihe fame ftuC The 
fides of the windows of all the rooms are lin« 
ed with boards, to prevent people's cloath^. 
from being whitened by the lime, becaufe thcr 
window is the place where they commonly fit,', 
there being benches on each fide of it for that 
purpofe ; and a ftrangeris ri^aysconduiSed to 
the window by the mafter of the houfe, when 
he intends to (hew- him refpeS: The infide 
of the waifs of the great h^ll, ^and.^f foMe of 
the reft of the apartments, i« hUng wiih paint- 
ings,, which are reprefeniaibns of the Virgin, 
the twelve apoftles, faints, and martyrs, ge- 
nerally drawn as big as the life, antl diftin- 
guiftHd bf fome .particular cir cpmftance of 
their hiflory; (or itiflanc^, St. teeter is repre- 
fented lookmg at a cockand weieping, a great 
bcmch of kji^ys hanging a^ Ivis girdle. St. An- 
thoi)y» as .preaching to the ^ihes. I do not 
remertib?f to ^ai^e-fcfCR one profane picture in 
any- of the. n«i);4'e.s hoptes^ nor even a map. 
They felcjoni*i'fc<^i^iH^»8 to theinbecU in thefe 
iflaflds^ UK)U«^g.<?n Uiem as receptacles for 
bug;gs and 6eas, which abound and multiply 
here exceedingly^ What they chiefly ufe are 
nfuttreffiei, whioh ihey fpr-ead on jhe floor upon 
fipe :tB*t'S.: hefidea tj^ bed-linen, .there is a^ 
bUnket, and above- that a filli <|uilr ; the (heet, , 
pillows, and quilt are generaliy fringed, or 
pifik^d in the very fame, manner as the ihroud i 
for. a dead corpfein forpe parts of Europe. 

F 5- Ik- 
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In a particular apartment in every botrie 
th^re is a place raifed a ftep higher than the 
floor, which is covered with mats or carpets ; 
there the women commonly fit together upon 
cuOitons, do their domefiic bufinefs^ and re* 
c^ive vifits from their own fex^ 



CHAP. XV. 



Of the Manners^ Cuftcms^ and Genius of tbw 
Natives of Canar/a, Tenerifs^ Palma, Go^ 
mera, and Hierro. 

TH E natives of thcfe iflands, although 
their deportment is grave, are extreme* 
ly quick and fenfible. The women are re- 
markable for their vivacity and fprightly con- 
verfation, which far exceeds that of the French, 
Englifli, or other northern nations. This a*- 
grecable lively humour is not peculiar to the 
inhabitants of thofe iflands, but is common^ 
to thofe of the temperate countries, particu- 
larly the northern part of Africa, as I (halJ 
have occadon to mention in the account which^ 
I intend to give of that country. 

The Baron de Montefquieu has been very 
particular in telling us what efFefi the air and 
climate has upon the temper and genius of the 
inhabitants of different countries ; but although 
no attentive traveller can ever be perfuaded to 
agree with him in his notions of thefe things, 
yet we may venture to aflert with truths that 

the 
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the natives of the temperate climates arc na- 
turally endowed with more fenfe, penetration, > 
and quicknefs of apprehenfion, than thofe of 
the countrife^ fftuatcd tovthe fouthward or 
norfhward of them : for, to whatever caufe it- 
may be owing, it is certain, that the- northern' 
nations,- Blacks and Indians, are a heavy^, 
phlegmatic^ and ftupid people, when compar- 
ed with the- Libyans, Arabs, Spaniards, and 
Ganarians : but this difference cannot be fo 
well obferved, as in fuch of ihefe people as i 
have not had the advantages of education, but> 
are left entirely to nature. 

The great families in thofe iflands would be 
highly offended, if any one (houtd teU them^ 
that they are defcended from the Moors, or 
even the ancient inhabitants of thefeiilands;; 
yet r imagine it would be no difficult matter 
to prove> that mod of their amiable cuftoms 
have been handed down to them from thofe 
people, and that they have inherited little elfe 
from the Gothic fide, but barbarity. Yet th&' 
Canarian gentry, and all the Spaniards^ are 
proud of being thought to hav& defcended from - 
the Goths. 

Thr gentry of thefe iflands boaft mncH of ^ 
. their- birth, and wiih reafon ; for ibey are dt- 
fcended from fome of the beft fanulies in Spain. 
It is faid that the- Count of Gomera is the 
true heir to the honours of the houfe of Me- 
dina Celi *,- but is not able^ to- aflert his juft 
title, becaufe of the great influence the pre- 
feot Duke has at the court of Madrid, from • 

* The Duke of this oame;. is>oneof tl^f Grao- 
decft of • Spain. .; 

"bis 
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ht8 immenfe fortaiw. The gentry here h^te 
fome privileges, which I cannot fpcciffy, bur 
they are trifling. 1 remember when i ScotH 
Gentleman of fartiily, a phyfician in Canarki 
wanted to obtain the rank of nobility in that 
ifland, he was obliged to produce a certificate 
from his native country, that there never had 
been a butcher, taylor, miller, or porter in 
his family. This wa5 not difficatt to procure, 
as he came froiti a remote part of the High* 
lands of Scotland, where very few follow any 
handicraft, ft is not to be wondered at, that, 
the profeflTion of a butcher fliouk! not be ef* 
•teemed, or that of a taylor, which laft is a 
profeffion rather to© eflTeniinate for men to be 
employed in; but why millers and porters, 
should be held in contempt, is hard to ima* 
gine ; efpeciaFly the former, who are an in* 
ofierrfive fet of men, and abfolutely neceffary, 
in almoft every country: it is true:* indeed,, 
that here they are great thieves, for eath fai- 
mily fends its own corn to thc,mill, where,, 
unlefs it is narrowly looked after, the miller 
generally makes an handfome toll. L have: 
been informed,, that when any criminal is to. 
fuffer death, and the proper executJorter hap- 
pens be out of the way, the 6fl5cefs of jufticc 
may fcizc the firft butcher, milleri or porter^ 
they caafrnrd, and cotwpel him to perform thati 
difagreeable office. 

IHEMEMBiR that once when I touched at 
ttie ifland of Gomera,, to procure frelh water,. 
1 hired fonre miferabk poor ragged fifbernaen . 
to fill our water-caiks and bring them on board:, 
fomc time after, I went to the watering-ptace 
to fee what progrefs they had made, when I 

fouad- 
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found the cafks full, and alt ready for foiling, 
down to the beach, with the fiihermen {land- 
ing by, conYcrfiog together as- if they had 
nothing to do. 1 reprimanded them for their 
flbthj. in nel difpatching the bttriiief& I' em* 
ployed them in ; when one of them, with a. 
difdainful air, replied, "What do you take 
** us to be,. Sir ? do you imagine we are por- 
•*~ ters ? no. Sir, we arc feanjen/* Notwithf 
ftanding aH mytintreaties, and promises of re- 
ward ^ r could not prevail on any of them to^ 
p.ut their hands to the caiks to roll them to 
the water»(ide,.but was obliged to hire por- 
ters. 

In another voyage I happened to have fcve- 
ralCanarian Teamen ob board, among whom 
was a boy from Paljtia, who hadbeen a but- 
cher's apprentice or fervant : the Teamen would ' 
not e^t with "him for a long time, until I came 
to underftand it, wh«n I obitged them to mefs^ 
all together, though my order was not obey- 
ed without much grumbliug and difcontem. 

ANOfHtft time, d patron of one of the 
Ganary fifting-boais came aboard ow (hip> 
en the coafl <^ Bffrbary, arid bi^ea^faHied wtth. 
i>s; bcfides our felves, ih^Te were. then at table 
a Jew {our interpreter) and a M^or; when 
the paf ron (or rtiafttr of the bark) todk me 
afide, and gravely reprimanded me fw bring- 
ing him into fuch bad company; " For (ad- 
" ded he) although I am obliged by neceffity 
" to earn my bread by the fifhery on this 
*' coaft, yet I a-m an old Chriftian of clean 
*< blood, and fcom to fit in connpa-ny with 
*^ many in Santa Cruz who are cdfed Gentle- 
*^ men, ytt cannot cUar themfelves from the 

** cbargia 
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•* charge of having a mixture of Jewifh and 

•* ^oorifh blood in their veins." 

The gentry of ihcfe iflands are commonlj 
poor, yet extremely polite and well bred. Th|^ 
peafants and labouring poor afe not without a 
conCderable (hare of good mannei-Sy and have 
little of that furly rofticity, which is fo com- 
mon among the lower kind of people in Eng* 
land; yet they do not feem to be abafhed of 
afliamed in prefcnce of their fuperiors. When 
a beggar a(ks alms of a gentleman, he ad/- 
drefles him in this manner^. *^ For the love of 
*' God, Sif, pleafe to give me half a rial." 
If the other does not choofe to give him any 
thing, he replies in a civil manner,.'* May 
•* vour worfliip excufe me, for the love of 
♦' God," The fervants and commoi> pieople 
are exceflively addi&ed to pilfering, for which 
they are feldom otherwife puniflied,-than by 
being turned ofF, beaten when deteSed, or im- 
prifoned for a (hort tirae^ Robberies are fel* 
dom or ever committed here; but murder is 
more common than in England, the natives of • 
thefe iilands being.addiSed to revenge^ I do • 
not remember to have heard of any duels a- 
mongthem, for they cannot comprehend how 
a man's haying courage to fight^ can atone 
for the iiijury he hath done his antagonifl. 
The confequence of killing a man here, is 
that the murderer (lies to a church for refuge,., 
until he can find an opportunity to efcape out 
of the country: if he had been greatly. pro- 
voked or injured by- the deceafed, and did not 
kill him premeditately, or in cold blood, he 
will find every body ready to ailiftihim in his 
endeavours to efcape, except the near relations 

of- 
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rf the murdered pcrfon. Nevcrthelefs quar- 
rels are not fo frequent here as in England ; 
which may in part be owing io the fatal con- 
feqOences they are attended with, or the want 
of cofFee-houfes, taverns^ or other public 
hovfes ; and alfo by reafon^ of the temperance 
of the gentry in drinking, and their polite be*- 
haviour, wtth the little inter<:ourre ther« is a«- 
snong. thenK 

The common people do not fight togettter 
HI public like the English ; but if one perfon 
offends another, fo as to put him^ in a violent 
pailion, the injured party, if he is able, takes 
vengeance on the aggrcfTor in the beft manner 
he can^ without regard to what we call fair 
play, until fuch .time as he thinks he has got 
iufHcient fatisfaSion of his body equal to the 
injury received: but quarrelling, in public is 
looked on as highly indecent, and therefore 
does not often happen. 

The natives of thefe iilands are temperate 
in their eating and drinking. If agentleman 
was to be feen drunk in public, it would be a 
lafting ftain on his reputation. I am inform* 
ed, that the evidence of a man who can be 
proved a drunkard, will not be taken in a court 
©f juftice; therefore all people here, who have 
a (Irong inclination to wine, (hut themfelves 
up in their bed-chambers, drink their fill 
there, then get into bed and fieep it off. 

The gentry are extremely litigious, and 
generally entangled in intricate and endlefs 
kw-fuits. I happened to be in a Notary's 
office, in the ifland of Gomera, where ob- 
ferving huge bundles of papers piled upon the 
fiielves, I enquired of the Notary if it was 

poffible 
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poflible that ail the law-bufin^fs of that little 
ifland could fwell to fuch a quantity of wi it* 
ings ? he replied, that he had almoft twice as 
much pried up iii two c^liard ; and faid there 
was another or his profeflion iti-the fame pkce^ 
^ho had as mbch if not more buftnefs than 
himfelf. 

P^OPDE of «)! ranks in thefe iflands are of 
an amorous difpofltion ; their noticms of love 
are fomewhat rottiamic, which may be owing 
to the want of innocent freedom between the 
fexes ; yet I never could obferve that the na- 
tives here are more jealous than the Englifli 
or French, although they have been fo reprc* 
fentcd by thofe nations. The truth of the 
matter is,, that in every country, cuftom has 
eftabliftcd between the fexes, certain bounda 
of decency and decorum, beyond which no 
p^rfon will go, without a bad intention; for 
inflance, freedoms are taken with women in 
France, which are there reckoned innocent ;, 
But WDuld^not be fufFered by ladies in England^ 
who have any regard for their virtue or repu-» 
ration:. again, in £nglan<l virtuous womien.>ai*- 
low men to ufe fuoh freedom* with them, aa 
no virtuous woman in thefe iflands could bca^^ 
with: yet in France there are no more loofc 
women, in proportion to the number of in^ 
habitants, than in the Canary Inlands. 

Young people here fall in love at fights, 
without having the leaft acquaiistance with 
the beloved obje^l.' When the parties agree 
to marry, and find their parents aterfe to their 
onion, they inform the Curate of the parifli 
of the affair, who goes to the houfe where 
the girl lives, demands her of her parents or 

guardians^ ^ 
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guardiansj and endeavours to bring rhenn to a- 
gree to her marriage ; but if they will not be 
perfuaded to give rheir confent^ he takes her 
away before their faces without their being 
able to hinder him, and depodts her in a nun- 
nery, or with fomc of her relationtj until he 
marries them. 

I AM informed that it is not uncommon for 
a lady here to fend to a man, and make himt 
an offer of her perfon in an honourable way ; 
if he does not think proper to accept of her 
oflFer, he keeps it fecret till death ; if he (hould 
do otherwife^ he would be looked upon by all 
people^ in the mod deteftable and defpicabie 
light. Young men are not permitted to court 
young girls, when they have no intention to 
marry them ; for if a woman can prove that 
a man bas^ in the lead inftance, endeavoured 
to win her affedions, (he can oblige him to 
tnarry her. 

I DO not remember to have ever faifedfrom 
the Canary Iflands^ without being itrongly 
importuned to allow young fellows to embark 
with me, who were under promife of marri^e 
and wanted to forfake their miilreflfes. I re* 
member to have feen a man at Orotava, who 
fome years before, had lived at Gomera, where 
he courted a girl, and gained her confent to be 
his wife ; but fuddeniy repenting of what he 
had done, and findingjio other means of get- 
ting away frorii her,rhe took the advantage of 
the firft wefterly wind, and boldly embarked 
in an open boat, without oars, fails, or rud^ 
der, and launched into the ocean ; he was 
driven before the wind and feas for two days 
and nights, when at laft he drew near the. 

rocky 
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rocky (hore adjacent to Adehe in Tenerifcf 
where he mud have periflied, had it not been 
for ibme fifliermen, who perceiving his boat, 
went offy and brought her to a fafe harbour. 

This law, obhging people to adhere to 
their love-engagemenls, like many other good 
laws, is abufed; for by means of it, loofe 
women, who have not loft their reputation, 
often lay fnares to entrap the ftmpte and un^ 
wary; and worthiefs ambitious young men 
form defigns upon ladies fortunes, without hav- 
ing the Icaft regard for their perfons : althooghr 
W muft be owned there are few mercenary 
lovers in this part of the world, their notions 
of that pallion being too refined and roman^ 
tic to admit the idea of making itfubfervient 
to intereft or ambition. 

A YOUNG hdy in one of thefe iflands fell 
deeply in love with a gentleman, and ufed e* 
very art (he was miftrefs of to captivate his 
hearty but in vain; at iaft, being hurried on 
by the violence of her paftion, which fender '«> 
ed her quite defperate, (he made ufe of the 
following ftratagem to oblige him to marry 
her. She profecuted him upon a promife of 
marriage, which fhe pretended he had made 
to her, and fuborned witnefles who fwore they 
had feen him in bed with her. The evidence 
appeared fo clear to the^ourt, that, without 
the leaft hefttation^ it gave a fentenccjfor the 
plaintiff, compelling the defendant to marry 
her. With this unjuft fentence he was oblige- 
cd to comply, though wiih theutmoft regret-; 
for as the lady had (hewn fo little regard. for 
her reputation, as to fwear fafly to her owa 
fiiame, be could, look upon her in no other 
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Kght, than that of a loofe and abandoned 
woman : bowe?er he was agreeably difappoint* 
edy and had all poffible reafon ta believe (he 
uas a virgin. Being amazed at her (Irange 
conduSy he entreated her to unravd ihe myf- 
lery of her unaccountable behaviour; " For 
•* (faid he) you muft be fenfible that I ara it>- 
" nocem of what you have fworn againft me." 
She frankly owned the wliole afiair, and ad- 
ded for an excufe, that fhe wouJd rather have 
lived in hell^ than not ta have obtained the 
ebje£i: of her love. Upon this declaration he 
generoufly forgave* her, and they afterward$ 
Kved happily together. 

Generally fpeaking, there arc more un« 
happy marriages here, thaq in thofe countries 
where young people have more accefs to be 
acquainted with one another's difpoftiions be^ 
fore they agree to live together for life. la 
countries where innocent freedoms fubfifl be- 
tween the fexes, lovers are generally not fo 
blinded with paflion^ that they cannot perceive 
their mJllrefles are mortal, and partake of hu- 
man frailty, confequently refolve 10 put up 
vrith fome failings : but this thought never 
enters into the imagination of a romantic 
lover. 

Gentlemen here get up by day-break, or 
at fun-rifing, and commonly go to church fooo 
after, to hear mafs ; at eight or nine in the 
morning they breakfaft on chocolate. The 
kdies feldom go to mafs before ten o'clock in 
the forenoon; but the womcn-fcrvants gene- 
rally attend it about fun-rifing. At the eleva- 
tion of the hoft> which is commonly a little 
before noon, the bells toll, wlien all the men 

who. 
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ivho happen to he in the ilreetst or within 
hearing, take off their hats, and by, ** I a« 
** dore thee and praife thee, body and blood 
•* of our Lord Jcfus Chrift, ihcd on the tree 
** of the crofs, to wa(h the fina of ihe world.'^ 

At noon every body goes home to dinner, 
when all the fireet-doors are (but until three 
in the afternoon. In gentlemen's houfes, the 
firft di(h which is put on the table contains 
foup, made of beet, mutton, pork, bacon, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, peas, onions, faf- 
fron, &c. ail flewed together: when it is 
poured into the diih, they put in it thin (Iices> 
of bread. The fecond courfe confifts of roafi* 
cd meat, &c. The third is the olio, or in- 
gredients of which the foup was made. After 
which comes the dcfert, confifting of fruit 
and fweetmeats. The company drink freely 
of wine, or wine and water, all the time of 
dinner ; but no wine after the cloth is remov- 
ed. When they drink to one another, they 
fay, ** Your health, Sir;" of, *• Madam, 
*• your health." The an^'wer is, ** May you 
'' live a tbou&nd years;" and fometimes, 

Much good may it do you." Immediately 
after dinner, a large heavy, (hallow, filver 
di(h, filled with water, is put upon the table,, 
when the whole company all at once put their 
hands into the water, and wa(h ; after which 
a fervant fiands at the lower end of the table, 
and repeats the following benediSion, ** Blef- 
** fed and praifed be the moft holy facrament 
** of the altar, and the clear and pure con- 
** caption of the moft holy Virgin, conceived- 
♦* in grace fiom the firft inftantof her ratu- 
^ raJ exiftence. Ladies and gentlemen, much 
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•* good may it do you.'* So making a low 
bow to the company^ he retires; when they 
rife, and each goes to his apartment, to take 
a nap for ab^ut an hour ; this is called the Si« 
eilo, and is very beneficial in a warm climate ; 
for al^r one awakes from it, he finds himfelf 
refrefhed and fit to go about his affairs with 
fpirit : yet the medical gentlemen here con* 
demn this cuftom, and fay it is pernicious to 
the conftitution; but how can a thing be pre^ 
judicial to health, that nature compels a man 
to ? for in hot countries there is no avoiding a 
ihort nap after dinner, without doing violence 
to nature, efpecially where people get up by 
day-break. 

The gentry feldorn give an entertainment 
without having a Friar for one of the guefts, 
who is generally the ConfeflTor to fome of the 
family. Some of thefe people, on thofe oc- 
cations, take much upon them, and behave 
with great freedom, or rather iH manners ; 
yet the mafter of the houfe and his gueds do 
not choofe to rebuke them, but let them have 
their own way. 1 happened once to go to 
dine at a gentleman's houfe in one of the 
illands, when a Francifcan Friar was one of 
the guefts ; we had fcarce begun to eal, when 
the Friar afked me if I was a Chriftian ? I re- 
plied, " 1 hope fo.** Then he defired me to 
repeat the Apoftles Creed. I anfwcred, that 
I knew nothing about it. Upon this he flared 
me full in the face, and faid, ** O thou black 
*' a(s 1^ I afked him what he meant by treat* 
ifig me in that manner ? he anfwered only by 
repeating the fame abuie. The mafler of the 
houfe endeavoured, but b vain, to perfuade 

him 
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him Co give over. As at that time I did not^ 
underftand Spanifh fo well as to exprefs myfelf 
fluently^ I rofe up, and told the mafter of the 
houfe, I faw he was not able to proteS me 
from infults at his own table : then taking xnj 
hat, I went away. 

In the morning and evening vtfits, guefts 
are prefented with chocolate and fweetmeats; 
but in the fummer evenings with fnow- water. 
People here fup between eight and nine^ and 
retire to reft foon after. 



CHAP. XVL 



Of, the Amufements of the Inhabitants of the 
Canary IJlands', and of the State of Learning 
among them. 

EA C H of the Canary Mands, and every 
town or village in it, has fome particular 
faint for its patron, whofe day is celebrated as 
a feftival by a particular fervice in the church, 
where a ferroon is preached in honour of the 
faint. 

On thefe occafions the fireet near the church 
is flrewcd with leaves of trees, flowers, &c, 
a great number of wax tapers are lighted, and 
a confiderable quantity of gun-powder expend- 
ed in fire-works. The money neccffary for 
defraying the expence of thefe feftivals, is 
commonly raifed by a contribution among the 
pariihioners. On the eve of that day there is 

generally 
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generally a kind of fair, to which the people 
,of the adjacent country ilocky and fpend the 
greateft part of the night in jolliiy and dancing 
10 the found of the guittar, accompanied by 
the voices of the dancers, and of thofe who 
play on that inftrument. Manyforts of dancer 
are pradtfed here, particoilarly Zarabands and 
Folias, which are flow dances 5 the tune they 
always play to the laft-mentioned, is the fame 
with that which we call Joy <o great Casfar^ 
&c. The quick dances are* the Canario, 
Fandango, andZapateo: the iirftof thefe was 
the dance ufed by the ancient Canarians ; the 
iecond is that which is now moftly praQifed by 
ihe vulgar ; and the laft is mueh the fame with 
©ur hornpipe. 

Some of tliefe dances may be called dra- 
matic, for the n>en iing verfes to their part- 
ners, who anfwer them in the fame manner. 
Thcfe iflanders have commonly excellent 
voices, and there are but few of them who 
cannot play on the guittar. 

On the feaft of the tutelar faints of Cana- 
ria, Tenerife, and Palma, plays are aded in 
rfie ftreets for the amufement of the multi- 
tude ; but as the performers are not aSors by 
profeflion, being fome of the inhabitants of 
the place, who have a natural turn that way, 
»t cannot be expe6led tiiey ftiould attain to any 
degree of excellence in tnefe exhibitions. 

Ev«RY family of eminence has its particu- 
lar faint or patron, to whofe honour a feftivaj 
is held at a great expence : on fuch occafions 
the gentry vie with one another in coftly en- 
tertainments and fplendor. 

The 



144 THE HISTORY OF 

The diverfions among the vulgar, befides 
(iDging, playing on the guittar^ and dancing, 
are wreftling, cards, quoits, and throwing a 
ball through a ring, which is placed at a great 
diftance off. 

The gentry frequently take the air on faorre* 
back ; and the ladies, when obliged to travel, 
ride on aflTes ; and ufe, inftead of a fiddle* a 
fort of chair, which is very commodious. The 
principal roads in thde iflands, are paved with 
pebble ftones of the fame kind, with thdfe uTed 
in the ftreets of Londoru 

There are a few chariots in the city of 
Falmas in Canaria, the town of Santa Cruz, 
and the city of Laguna in Tenerife ; but they 
are kept more for (hew than utility^ for the 
roads here are ftcep and rocky, and therefore 
unfit for wheel-caf riages : they are all drawn 
by mules. 

The peafants, efpccially thofe of Gome* 
ra, have an art of leaping from rock to rock, 
when they travel : the method is this : a man 
carries a long pole or ftaff, with an iron fpike 
at the end of it ; and when he wants to de- 
fcend from one rock to another, he aims the 
point of his pole at the place where he intends 
to light, throws hicn»elf towards it, and pitches 
the end of the pole fo as to bring it to a per-< 
pendicular, and then Aides down gently upoa 
it to the grouod. 

The Englifli apd other foreigners in the 
Canary Illar>ds, complain much of the want 
of good phydcians and fur g<9oos, and not witii* 
out caufc^ for wbait other reaibncan be aiiga- 
ed for the natives being h pver.'-rDn with the 

itch 
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itch and venereal diforders, which might be 
fo eaiiiy eradicated ? 

The difeafes mod predominant here, be- 
fidcs the above mentioned, are the Tabardil- 
la, or fpotted fever ; and the Flatos, a windy 
diforder affeding the bowels, (loniach, and 
head. The palfy is frequent here, and prevails 
inoftly among the aged. The ague is a difor- 
der peculiar- to the ifland of Gomera, for it 
is fcarcely known in the other iflands. A few 
of the natives arc afHiSed with the leprofy : as 
it is reckoned incurable, there is an hofpital at 
Gran Canaria, fet apart for the reception of 
the unhappy fufFerers by that loathfome dif- 
temper. The moment a man of fortune is 
adjudged to be a leper, his whole efFeSs are 
feized for the ufe of the hofpital, without leav- 
ing any part for the fupport of his family: 
but poor people who are infeSed with this dif- 
order, are left to fubfift the beft way they 
can, or perilh in the ftreets. The Directors 
of the hofpital are the fole judges of the le- 
profy, from whofe determination there is no 
appeal. 

The children hexe are taught in the con- 
vents reading, writing, Latin, arithmetic, lo- 
gic, and fome other branches of philofophy. 
Greek is never learned here, not even by the 
iluder\ts in divinity. The Latin autlibrs which 
fcholars read are the dailies. 

Happening to be in company with one of 
the mofl learned (Indents of all the iflands, he 
examined me particularly concerning the ftate 
of learning in England, acd what branch of it 
was moft in efleem there : after fatisfying him 
in thofe particulars, I enquired in my turn 

VoL.n. G what 
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what fludies prevailed in thefe iflands ; he re- 
plied, that jurifprudence and logic were thoft 
inoft efteemed, but chiefly the latter, which 
was his favourite ftudy. When he found I had 
not learned it, he reprimanded me for want 
of tafte, and informed me that my country- 
man Duns Scotus was the bed logician! that 
ever the world produced. 

The natives of the Canary Iflands have a 
genius for poetry, and compofe verfes of dif- 
ferent meafures, which they fet to mufic. I 
have feen fome fongs there, which would be 
greatly efteemed in any country, where a tafte 
for poetry prevails. I once had in my poflef- 
fion fome fatirical verfes, compofed by the 
Marquis de San Andr^, of Tenerife, which 
were moft excellent, and inferior to none I 
have yet feen, although he was no lefs than 
feventy-fivc years of age when he wrote 
them. 

The books moft commonly read by the 
laity, are the lives of faints and martyrs. 
Thefe performances are fluffed with legends 
and curious fables. Thomas a Kempis and 
the Devout Pilgrim are in every library here, 
and are much admired. The hrft of thefe is 
fo well known in England, that I have no oc- 
cafion to fay any more of it. The Devout 
Pilgrim is a defcription of a journey to the 
Holy Land, with an account of every thing 
there worthy of a pilgrim's notice ; to which 
are added particular inftruSions and advice to 
thofe who undertake that journey. As our 
Methodifts and other religious fe£ks in England 
look on the Roman Catholics, as a people void 
of fuch fort of piety as they value tbemfelves 

upon. 
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Uf>Ofi, and of which they make their boaft, 
although it confifts in nothing elfe than high- 
founding words ; I fay, becaufe they defpife 
the Roman Catholics, let them read the fol- 
lowing extraQ from ihc Devout Pilgrim: 

OtJR author having given direfiions to thofe 
vrho may be defirous to undertake a journey to 
the Holy Land, fets the example of two pil- 
grims before their eyes, which, fays he, you 
ought to copy. ** One of thefe pilgrims, 
•* after having vifited the greater part of the 
** hoJy placeSj came to the moil holy mount 
** of Calvary. Seeing himfelf in that moft 
^* precious and holy place, with a moft fervent 
** and compaffionate love, beheld and contem- 
** plated Chrift our Redeemer, faftened and 
** hanging on the crofs, (hedding his blood 
** through the five divine fountains of feet, 
** hatidft, and fide, his whole body wounded, and 
" his divine head crowned with thorns, and rc- 
•* dining in ihe fame pofturc it was in, when 
** he faid, It is finilhed : with copious tears 
** and contrition for his fms, he greatly be- 
** moaned himfelf to fee God and Man dying 
** for him, and faid, My God and my Lord 
" Jefus,- fovercign of my foul, for what fliould 
** I defire to fee any thing more in this world ? 
«* Ix)rd, I befeech thee, that fince thou haft 
** done me this favour, and thought me wor- 
** thy to come to this moft holy place, where 
** tliou gaveft thy moft holy life for me ; may 
** it feem good unto thee, that I give mine in 
•* this fame place, for thee. Then faying, 
** with St. Paul, thefe words, ' To me to live 
•* is Chrift/ he expired, and his foul was car- 
G a *' ried 
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*' ried to heaven. Happy pilgrim^ and blef- 
« fed foul r 

Some years ago, a book, intituled. The 
Hiftory of the People of God, was' tranflated 
into Spanilh from the French or Italian, being 
fomething of the nature of our Hiftories of 
the Bible, or Jofephus's Antiquities of the 
Jews. This book was in almoft every gentle- 
man's houfe ill the Canary Iflands, and was 
frequently the fubjed: of converfation among 
the clergy and laity ; but it has lately been 
condemned at Rome, and all the copies here 
were feized (bon after by the Inquifition. 

Few profane books are read here, becaufe 
they cannot be imported into the iflands, with- 
out being firA examined by the Holy Office, a 
court with which no body choofes to have any 
tranfadiotis ; yet here and there one meets 
with fome of thofe excellent books, which 
were wrote by authors who flourifiied in Spain, 
after the civil wars in that kingdom ceafed on 
the conqueft of Granada, and before the In- 
quidtion arrived at its highed pitch of autho- 
rity; for when that tribunal was firmly efta- 
bliflied, learning withdrew from Spain and 
fettled in other countries. The Hiftory of the 
Wars in Granada is in every body's hands here, 
and is read by all ranks of people. Plays are 
not wanting in thefe iflands, moft of which 
are very good ; for the Spaniards have fucceed- 
cd better in dramatic performances, than any 
other Europeans. Among many other authors 
of that kind, thefe are the moft celebrated, 
Juan de Matos Fragofo, Jofeph Canizarez, 
Auguftin de Salazar, Luis Velez de Guevara, 
Antonio Solis, Auguftin Mereto, Pedro Cal- 

dcron. 
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deron, and Lopez dc Vega Carpio : but of afl 
thefe Don Pedro Caldcron is moft efteemed by 
the Spaniards; and not without reafon, for 
his plays are inferior to none that have yet ap- 
peared on any ftage in Europe. Lopez de Ve- 
ga Carpio has been by many juftly compared 
to our Shakefpear: it was from one of his 
plays, called Los Benavides, that the famous 
Cid'of Corneilfe was planned; this will evi- 
dently appear, when thefe performances are 
compared together, and it will be hard to de- 
termine which of the two is the mod excel- 
lent. 

LoPEt DE Vega's dramatic writings are 
extremely fcarce, and difficult .ta be got even 
in Spain: for this reafon, and becaufe the 
Englifli reader's curiofity may be excited by 
hearing him compared to Shakefpear, I (hall 
here give a fpecimen of his dramatic perfor- 
mances, out of one of them called El May- 
orazgo Dudofo. Lifardo, Prince of Scotland, 
having feen a portrait of the Princefs of Dal- 
matian determines to fee her; and for that 
purpofe travels to that country in difguife : he 
finds means to be employed as a gardener in 
the King of Dalmatia's garden, where he be- 
came intimate with the Princefs : the refult of 
this was that (be bore a fon, which was com- 
mfted to the charge of a gentleman named 
Albano. The King hearing of his daughter's 
difhonour, is greatly enraged, confines her in 
a nunnery, and Lifardo in a prifon,' where he 
intends to keep him for life ; and caufes dili- 
gent fearch to be made after the child, in or- 
der to dcftroy it. Albano, in endeavouring to 
fave the child, is taken with it in his arms by a 
G 3 party 
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party of Moors, who were making a defcent 
on the coaft : they carry their captives to Bar- 
bary, where Luzman, the child, is educated 
in the Mahomnoedan faith, and becomes a great 
man in that country. Albano, who continu- 
ed a flave from the day of his captivity, finds 
means to acquaint Luzman with the circum- 
fiances of his birth, and exhorts him to return 
to Dalmatia, and become a Chriftian : he com* 
plies ; and, under pretence of making a de- 
fcent on the coafi of Dalmatia, to diftrefs the 
Chrifttans, he and Albaao give the Moors the 
flip, and repair to court; where Luzman, 
without difcovering himfclf, procured leave 
from the King to vifit Lifardo, bis father, who 
had been confined twenty years in prifon. It 
was neceflary to relate this much, in order 
that the Ttuderjaay comprehend the foUowtng 
fcenc. 



Sale 
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S&U Lijardo^ con iarba, y prijones. 

Lifardo. En competencia cl Tibre, cl E- 
brco, el Tajo, 

VenfO en iiorar, y ami favor conucnfo, 

Quaiido a penfar en mi prifion comitn90> 

Imitando dc Sififo cl trabajo. 
Al mifino inficrno imaginando baxo. 

La hiftoiia de que tanto me avcrguenyo^ 

Tanto que en llanto a Filomena ven^o. 

Y en foledad la tortola aventajo. 
Veynte vezcs el fol de lirios dc oro 

Al argentado pez bordo la efcama 

Defde quc^i del mundo los cnganos. 
Y otros tantos ha que en prifion lloro 

La vida ques es la puerta de la fama^ 

Caofado de viuir tan largos anos. 



Alhano, y Luztnan dmtro. 

Jlbano. Ya han abicrto el apofento. 
Luzman, At banc aguardame aqui. 
Lif. Que ruydo es efte ? ay de mi. 
Que fofpechas penfamiento? 
Puerta que jamas fe abrio 

Se abrc agora. Dies me valga, 
Si es para que el alma falga. 
Que albricias le dare yo? 
Alegraos canfada vida, 

Sufrimiento humilde y baxo. 
Que ya fe acaba el trabajo, 
Y OS da iamuerte acogina. 

G)m# 
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Enter Li far Jo, with a long beard, and in habit 
of a prijoner, 

Lif. The rapid Tyber may forget to run. 
The ftreams of Ebro and the Tagus fail. 
But not my ever-fwelling tide of grief. 
Not Sifyphus, with his recoiling Aone, 
Can equal my fatigue,when thought on thought, 
Prefs'd onward by my hard captivity. 
Spends ufelefs force like waves againft the firaod* 
The rueful ftory, that involves my foul 
In fuch a gulph of (hame, like hell appears^ 
The tunic's folitude is not like mine ; 
My mourning's fadder far than Philomel's, 
The fun with golden lilies, twenty times 
The zodiac-fifliS filver fcales has crown'd. 
Since I laft faw the world's deceit and vanity^ 
But oft'ner far have I in prifon mourn'd 
That life, which is the gate of fame, with-beld; 
Wearied in drawing out fo many ufekfsyears^ 

Albano and Luzman without. 
Alb. See, now they ope the door I 
Ltf2. Stay for me here, Albano. 
Lif. What noife is this ? ah I what fufplci- 
ous thought ? 
The door that never open'd, opens now I 
Affift me, gracious heav'nl — That op'ning 

door! 
Speaks it th'approaching egrefs of the foul ? 
Oh what reward then fhall I give ? Rejoice, 
O wearied life, with fuflF'ring long abas'd. 
That now the toil is ended. See f at laft. 
They deign to grant the long long wifh'd-for 
death. 

G 5 As 
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Como labrador defcanfo^ 

Y al jornal Rcy me embUy 
Porque llego el (in del dia^ 

Y de la noche el defcanfo. 
PaCiencia, fufrir^ ya es hecho 

PorqUe abrirfe aquella puerta 

£s tomar medida cierta 

De la que ban de hazer al pecho* 
Abrilda^ que ya mis labios 

Para el alma fe abrlran. 

Valgame Dios que faldran 

De pacienciasy y de agravios. 

Si teneys por cofa cierta 

Que tan grandes los fufri^ 

Tiranos matadme aqui, 

Q^e no cabran por la puerta* 
Sacad el cuerpo afligido, 

f lacO) encanecido, elado^ 

Deile lofef empozado 

Veyntes anos a fer vendido. 

Sale Luzman. 

Luz. Prirtcipe guardete t\ cldo. 
Que miras embelefado ? 

Lsf. El abito me ha efpantado. 

Y el verte me da confuelo. 
Anda ya la gente affi ? 

Que ha veynte anos que aqui entr^ 

Y puede fer que affi efte, 
Porque nunca a nadie v\. 

Si ^1 tiempo mudal)le ha Gdo> 
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As to the weary labVer foothing reft. 
And as the fweet-earn'd hire, the King beftows 
This gracious boon : for now the day is gone. 
The welcome time of night's repofe is come. 
— Patience ! To fufFer now is certain* — That 

door, 
Long ihut, is op'ning for concerting meafures 
For the laft office on my panting bread. 
And let it open — that my eager lips 
May alfo open for my quiv'ring foul 
A pafTage. Help me, heav'n ! How many 

griefs 
And tamely fufferM wrongs will now get vent! 
My wrongs how many, could you under- 

ftand. 
Tyrants, youM kill me here. — The door's too 

parrow 
To let them out. — But hafte you, come, draw 

forth 
Th'affliaed body, lean, grey-hair'd, and frozen. 
Of this endungeonM Jofeph, fold for twenty 

years. 

Enter Luzman, bahited as a Moor. 

Luz. Heav*n guard you. Prince I Why look 

^ you fo furpriz'd ? 
IJJ. The habit has furpriz'd me; but the 
fight 
Of you gives joy. — Is that the faftiion now? 
It may be fo. iPor, fince within thefe walU 
I enter'd, fince a human face Pve feen 
Full twenty years have pafs'd. Has time pro- 
duct 
• Or thus: —Patience to fufFcr I Now 'tia done— 
That door, 

Thi» 
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Atribuyaffe a fu nombrc, ^ 
Que yo tambien era hombre, 
Y en picdra mc he convcrtido. 
Aunquc no lo foy coniigo, 
Pucs hablocontigo y lloro. 

Luz. Y tu no ves que foy Moro? 
Lif. Por cffo lo digo amigOj 

Y pucs verdades no callo, 
Aunque dc Chriftiana ley, 
En ticrra que es Moro el Rcy, 
Tambien lo fera el vaffallo. 

Luz. El que cs por fus obras ruy« 
Moro Principe fera. 

Lif. Principe me llamas ya,. 
Mas jufto es Uamar me fin. 

Dios fabc que lo deflco. 
Lloras, luego dcffa fuerte 
La fentencia de mi muerte 
Ciena en tus ojos la veo. 

Pero dime, como a un Moro 
Lc entregran la cxecucion? 

Luz. Oye hafta el fin mi razon^ 
Y entenderas porque llofo. 

Yo foy un Moro de Oran 

Dueno dc un Chriftiano efclavo,. 

Que nacio en efta ciudad. 

El qual fue fu nombre Albano. 

Cautivole el padre mio, 

Con un infante en los brajos. 

Que fegun del viejo fupe, 

Era tu hijo Lifardo. 

El qual vive e* el fervicio, 

Del Turco Zayde Olomano^ 

Tan privado, que le ha heche 

Eey de Oran, fin otro* cargos^ 



N#> 
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This change? At might. — All things arc 

changed by time. 
I too was once a man, but length of time 
Has chang'd me into 6one, tho' not to you 
Who hear me fpeak, and fee me melting intQ* 
tears. 
Luz. Seed thou not I'm a Moor? 
Lif. Friend, that I have in view; 
And, as I fcorn to hide the truth — I deem 
That vafials, ev'a within a Chriftfan land. 
Will to their Prince conform^ when he's a 
Moor. 
Luz. The man abandon'd for his evil deeds^ 

prince, (hall be a Moor. 
Li/. Prince call'ft thou me ? 

A vidim, rather fay,, as good as dead: 
Heav'n knows I long to be fo. — Ha ! doft thoo^ 

weep ? 
— Bewjukft fo the fentence of my death ? 

1 fec't for certain in your eyes. — But fay. 
Why of my execution was the charge 
Given to a Moor ? 

Luz. Pray hear ray tale complete : 
Then of my tears the fecret fource you'll trace. 
—Of Oran I'm a Moor ; to me belongs 
A Chriftian flave, known by the name Albano t 
Him captive, with an infant in his arms. 
My father took. That child (fo faid. th' old 

man), 
Lifardo, was thy fon ; and now he owns 
The mighty Turk Zayde Othman for his lord : 
Who, bearing him the mod entire aflFeftion, - 
Has rais'd to many honours, and has made 
Him King of Oran. — But th' illaftrious youth 

Wai, 
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Ko fabia el mo^o iluftre 
Su origen famofo, yciaro, 
Hafta que pudo aquel viejo 
Hablarle^ y dezirle el cafo. 
Vicndofe Rcy, y tu hijo, 
Quifo bolverfe Chriftiano, 

Y facarte de prifion, 
Vengando tu injufto agravio. 
Para que fepas que viene. 
Me nombro con otros qaatro. 

Y porque efperes fu ayuda. 
Que fu flota queda armando* 
En que prefto las orillas 
Del feno y mar Africano 
Coronara de galeras, 

Municiones y foldados. [Z/orjr. 

Que fu8 vanderas azules* 
Vi yo quedar tremolando. 
Con tu imagen en prifiones, 

Y UD fol efparziendo rayos, 
Ei> Aravigo una letra, 
Cerca las orlas y cabos, 
Diziendo, ** Tardeamanece 
Pcro dara luz temprano." 
Porque el Rcy dicffe licencia 
Para verte aprifionado^ 

Un gran prefente Ic erabfa 
Carta, y pazes, todo falfo. 
Truximos ie diez camelk)s. 
Con cien alfombras cargado$» 
Quatro elefantes famofos. 
Con quatro negros Indianos, 
Muchas aromas^ y olores, 
Diez Berberifcos cavallos, 
Atados a los ar^ones, 
Carcaxes^ flechas^ y arcos. 

Movido 
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Was to his origin, renown'd and high, 

A flranger, till th' old man found means to 

give him 
Of's birth and early years the full detail. 
•—Now King of Oran, and ihy fon confefs'd. 
He long'd to be a Chridian, long*d to free 
His fire from prifon, and avenge his wrongs. 
To give you early news of his approach. 
He me with four commiffion'd : nay, 
To make you doubtlefs of his fudden aid. 
We left his fleet equipping. Be aflbr'd. 
The azure waves that wafli wide Afric's coafl: 
Shall with his gallies, men^ and warlike 

ftores [flif weepf. 

Be quickly crown'd. I faw his enfigns blue 
High waving in the wind ; upon them ftampM 
Thy image, as in prifon, and a fun 
Diffufing glorious rays ; the motto ran 
In Arabic, *^ Late dawning, but will foon 

give light.'* 
That leave to fee thee here, we might obtain 
A princely gift, with letters of feign'd peace. 
Now to the King thy fon hath fent with us. 
Ten camels have we brought, of tapeftry 
An hundred loads, four elephants renpwn'd. 
Four Indian Blacks, of fpiceries and perfumes 
A wealthy ftore, of Barb'ry horfes ten. 
With quivers, bows, and arrows well equipped. 

Mov'd 
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Movido del gran prefente 
Licencia de verte ha dado, 
Yo porque fupe la lengua 
Tom^ entre todos la mano. 
Lloro de verte afligido 
Con prifion de tantos anos^ 
Por lo que a Luzman le devo^ 

Y por tu valor Cbrifttano. 
Efpera en Dios que el te libre 
Porque de fu ingenio, y bra^o 
Ya lleva la fama nuevas 
Defde el Oriente al Ocafa 

Lif. Que cfto pudo merecer 
Mi paciencia, y fufrimiento, 
Llorad ojos que no (lento 
Que queda en vos mi plazer. 
No fe quede mi alegria. 
Sin ralir ojos por vos 
Mas no podra que foys dos^ 

Y por cien mil no podria. 
Hijo tengo tan honrado 

Que ^uiera librarme aili^ 

Oy hijo yo foy por ti. 

Que no tu de mi engendrado. 
O Albano que cuydadofo 

Quieres heredero darme, 

Mas como podra heredarme 

Mayorazgo tan dudofo ? 
Si es mi hijo? 

Luz. No ha de fer. 

Si en todo fenor te imita, 

Y tray en fu cara efcrita 
Tu imagen, y proceder ? 
Que fenas mas ciertas fon 
Que en hablandote eflfe Albanoj 



Quiere 
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Mov'd with this prefent, he hath giv'n us leave 
To pay you here this vifit ; and becaufe 
Among us only I the language knew, 
I took the lead. But, ah I the fight of thee. 
With many years* confinement fore opprcfsM, 
Hath in my heart prod uc'd the grief you've fcen» 
This heart' — by all the ties of duty bound 
To Luzman, — to thee alfo, by th' efteem 
I bear thy worth, O Chriftian ! — Truft in 

God; 
Thy fon will yet deliver thee : his fame 
For pow'r and wifdom now is fpreading faft 
From eaft to weft. 

LiJ. Amazing ! who'd have thought 
My patience e'er could merit fuch a boon I— 
Weep now, mine eyes, and fend forth ftreams 

of joy. 
No more of grief.— My joy now only lives. 
While ftreaming freely thro* your two canals : 
—But what are two, where thoufands can't 

fuffice ? 
And have I then fo honourable a fon. 
Who thus would fave me ? — O my fon I to-day 
I am of thee, not thou of me, begotten I 
— How careful, O Albano ! haft thou been 
To blefs me with an heir !— But tell me how 
An heir fo doubtful can be my fucceflTor, 
If yet he be my fon ? 



Luz, Sir, muft he not. 

If, written in his face, thy mien and features 
He bears ; nay, if, in all things, he's thy like- 

nefs ? 
What furer figns than — what I now aflcrt. 
That this Albano haftes, in folcmn form, 

T* affume 
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Quiere bolverfc Chriftiano, 

Y facarte de prifion ? 

Lif. Bien dizes, mi hijo es^ 
Que el alma to dize afll. 
Agora me libre a mi, 

Y engendrarele defpues. 
Come dizes que fe llama ? 

Luz. Luzman. 
Lif, Dies le de fu luz, 
Conoce a Dios ? 

Luz, Con fu caiz 
Tiernas lagrimas derrama. 
Ya efta diefiro en vueftra ley. 

Lif. Qse talle iiene ? 

Luz, Efto mio. 

Lif No tienes More mal brio« 

LtiZ. Que te imho dize el Rey. 

Lif. Agora? 

Luz, No quando raofo, 
Ves cfie cuerpoy efta cara, 
Pues por retrato bailara. 

Lif. En verte me alegro^ y gozo« 
Honrada prefencia tienesi^ 
Eres noble ? 

Luz. Comoaquel 
De quien foy hijo, fi del 
A tener noiicia vienes. 

Lif, No fe que he n^irado en ti^ 

Y affi una prueva hare yo, 

Dt 
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T' affume the Chriftian name, and from your 

dungeon 
To fet you free. 

Lif, — • Pvc done. — You rcafon well ; 

He is my fon — fo fays my very foul. 
Set me but free now — foon I'll make him out 
My fon *. Pray, by what name's he known ? 

Luz, Luzman's his name. 

Lif, God grant him light f , and verify hit 
name. 
—But knows he God? 

L«z. Now on his Crofs intent. 
He (beds the tender tear \ yea, in your law 
He's now expert. 

Lif. But fay, what likfi's his perfon ? 

Luz. His perfon is like mioe. 

Lif. Moor, thou baft not 
A bad prefence. 

Luz. Like thine, the King avers. 

Lif Like mine at prefent ? 

Luz. Nay, when thou waft yoong. 
—-This countenance, this perfon you behold. 
For th' out-lincs of a portrait may fufEce. 

Lif Beholding you, I feel uncommon joy.— - 
Your prefence is endearing — are you noWc ? 

Luz. Noble, you'll own, as he whofc fon V 
am. 
If once you knew him. 

Lif I've beheld in thee 
Somewhat I can't defcribe— but now I'll have U 

* The fenfe here is foroewhat dubious, 
f Luz, in Spanifl), fignifies Light. 

Pat 
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De que viendo al que le hirio, 
Rebienta la fangre alii. 
Arrimarete a mi pecho^ 
A ver la fangre que haze, 
Abra^ame 

Luz, Que me plaze. 

L// Ay hijo, la prueva has hecho. 

Luz, Que dizes ? 

Lif. Que en abra^arte 

Sintieron la alteracion 

La fangre, y el cora^on, 

Recogidos a una parte. 
Perdona que fer podria. 

Que huviefle hecho efte efeto 

Su imaginado conceto. 

En el alma y fiintafia. 
Si era el cora^on yman, 

Ve el alma, o qual mas quifieres, 

Como a tt fino lo eres, 

Como a fu centre fe van ? 
Quando una Have fe pierde. 

Que affi lo pienfo dezir. 

No ay Have que para abrir 

Con la perdida concuerde. 
Y pues la tuya me dio 

Golpe al alma tan fuave. 

Sin duda que eres la Have, 

Que un tiempo el alma perdio. 
De lo que niegas me quexo. 

Que el no aver efpejo aqui, 

Y veo mi efpejo en ti, 

Es fenal que eres mi efpejo, 
Quando el retrato pequeno 

A fu original parece, 

£s^ quando-alegria ofrece 
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Put to jthe proof. My fympathetic part. 
When touched, will caufe the kindred blood 

to ru(h. 
I'll prefs you to my heart, and then obferve 
What courfe the blood will take. Embrace 
me now, 

Luz. Your will be done. \Tbey embrace . 

Lif. Ha I you've prov'd it, fon. 

JLttz. What have I prov'd ? 

Lif. That, in embracing thee, 
The heart and blood the kindred bias took. 
And forward fondly rufli'd. — Yet ah ! forgive 

me; 
Perhaps fome vain conceit, by fancy's powV 
Moving the foul, might this effed produce. 
—Yet if the heart with juftice may be nam'd 
The loadftone of the foul and its affeSions, 
The proofs ftill fair : for how elfe fliould my 

foul 
Straight to thy heart, as to its center, run ? 
If the true key be loft (indulge the thought) 
In vain yoij feek to open with another. 
Since on my foul your heart made fuch im- 

preflion. 
You doubtlefs are the key that's long been loft. 

This you deny, and that makes me complain : 
For here no polifli'd mirror I poffcfs. 
My image to refleS, 'Tis then a fign 
That thou art my refleSor, when I fee 
Myfelf in thee. The likenefs then is good. 
When to the owner's eyes it gives delight. 
Since, in this dark abyfs of pain and woe, 
Thou'ft bright'ned . fo mine eyes, what furer 

proof 
That thou art clearly my refleSed felf? 
Hadft thou not got thy blood from me, it ne'er 

Had 
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A los ojo8 de fo dueno. 

Y pues en aquel abtfmo 

De efcuridady pena, y llanto^ 
Los mios fe alegrao tan to 
£s fenal qu« eres yo raifmo. 
Si efla fangre no te diera. 
No me lo dixera aqui 
Otra que yo te verii, 
Como a fu centro y esfera. 

Y a refolverme al fin vengo, 
Paefto que negarlo qureres. 
Que fi mi hijo no ercs 

No es poflible que lo tengo. 

Luz^ Mucho fenor te ha movido " 
Effe hijo imaginado^ 
De quien yo he fido traflado. 
Si el original no he (ido. 

Y aunque no fe fi eres padre. 
Per fer tu padre dudofo 
De aquel hijo venturofo 
De ran defdichada madre. 

£1 efla aqui con Albano, 

Y el Rey fin faber quien es, 
Ni que trae mas inheres, 
Que folo hazerfe Chriftiano, 

Hijo le llama, y le fienta 
A fu me fa, y a fu I ado, 

Y de fu imperio y eftado 
Hazerle heredero intenta. 

Albano es governador 
Del Keyno, aunque el Rey no fabc 
Quien es. 

Lif, En Albano cabe 
Mayor grandeza y honor. 
Mas di amigo, que el Rey quierc 

• Sill 
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Had told me fo — yea that from me thou didft 
Proceed, as from thy center and thy fphere. 

I'm now at laft refolv'd — If to deny 
Yourfelf to be my fon you ftill perfift, 
'Tis plain I have no fon — impoSibie I ihould. 



Zttz. With this imaginary fon, whofe place 
I'm thought to fill,you've got no fmall concern. 
— Tho' Tm not certain if you are the father, 
Becaufe you doubt — yet, if Pm not th' original 
Of that bleft fon of an unhappy mother. 
He's here then with Albano : and the King, 
Not knowing who he is, or that he comes 
With other purpofe than to turn a Chriftian, 
Calls him his fon, and honours him as fuch 
At his own table, next himfelf to fit. 
He likewife of his crown and wide domain 
Hath deflin'd him the heir. Albano too, 
Altho' the King yet knows not who he is. 
O'er all his kingdom Governor is made. 



Lif. Increafc of pow'r and grandeur ever 
may 
Albano find !— But fay, friend, will the King, 

Not 
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' Sin ver que fu nieto fea, 
Hazer que el Reyno poflea ? 
Luz. Y que haro quando lo hiztere ? 

Lif, MuchOi no fabiendo el cuento, 
Cofas fon que ordena Oios*. 

Luz, Muy prefto os vcreys los dos 
Con mucho gufto^ y contento. 

Y porque pafla la hora. 
Dad licencia, y otro dia 
Tenerla fenor querria 
Para veros como agora. 

Que dire a Luzman ? 
Li/. Amigo, 
Dile que fu padr^ foy, 

Y eftas lagrimas te doy 
Que le llevcs por teftigo. 

Dile que averle engendrado 
Me cuefta aqueda prifien. 
Que pague eda obligacion, 
Pues es de plazo pafTado, 

Y aquede abra^o le da* 

Luz, Padre mio ya rebiento, 

Yrme es poflible ? que intenio 

Sin que me conozcas ya } 
Dame eflfos pies, pues es llaho 

Padre que mis yerros fon, 

Merezca tu benedicion, 

Pues me engendrafte Chriftiano. 
Las lagrimas abrafadas 

Deten que darme querias, 

Y recibe aquedas mias 
Defla tu fangre engendradas, 

Un rio pueden formar 

Las que a tus plantas embio, 
. Y fin duda que foy rio 

Que ha nacidio^ y buelvo al mar. 

Que 
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Not knowing Luzman for his grand-fon, graac 
Him to poflefs the kingdom ? 

Luz, Tho* he (hould. 
What great thing would be do ? 

Lif. Oft times, indeed. 
Men, undefigning, heaven's defigns fulfil ! 
Luz. Soon (hail you £ee them both to full 
content. 
But now the time is gone-*— —Pray., give me 

leave—— 
Another day I quickly (hall procure 
Another licence to repeat my vifit*-— 
What (hall I fay to Luzman ? 

Lif, Tell him, friend, 
I am his father — ^and thefe tears I give you — 
That you may bear tliem to him as a token. — 
Tell him — to've been his father, coil me this 

diftrefs ! 
Yet fay, his filial debt*s repaid : for now 
His term of fonfliip's paft. — Take alio this em- 
brace 
And bear— 

Luz. My father! now Pm overwhelmed ! 
— Togo, impoffible! What fliall I think- 
But that you know me now? Clafp me be- 
tween 
Thefe knees, furely they are my native chains. 
Behold, O Chriftian I thy own fon implores 
A father's blefling — Thefe burning tears 
Reftrain, I pray — and rather mine receive. 
My tears, engendered from your blood, I'll 

pour 
Upon thy feet, until they form a river.—- 
Yea doubtlefs Pm the river once rais'd from. 
And now returning to its native fea. 
Ahl that fuchdifmal twenty years you've fpeni! 
Vol. II. H Father 
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Qtte veynte ano$ has vivido 

En la prifion que has paflado ? 

No refpondes padre amado ? 

No habias padre querido ? 
Fuera mas jufta razon. 

Que yo en naciendo muriera, 

Pues fi mas tlempo vivicra 

Mas durata tu prifion ? 
Padre no pucdes hablar ? 

Sin duda el alma que viene 

Con la boz, la boz detiene 

Per falir y per cntrar. 
Padre que leon ha fido 

En engendrarmc, no ve 

Que no refucitare 

Si me niega fu bramido ? 
El ha perdido el hablar, 

Porque el gufto de yn plazer 

Mayor dano puede bazer 

Que la fuer^a de un pefar. 
Quiero llevarle a fu cama^ 

Para ver fi buelve en fi. 

Mi padre arrimate a mi, 

Arbol conoce tu rama. 
Padre antique has fido Tefeo 

Del laberinto en que eftoy, 

Eneas ptadofo foy 

Sacarte en ombros deffeo. 
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Father belov'd ! reply'ft thou not to me ? 
No words at all, dear fire i Oh had I rather 
Dy'd at my birth^ than you had fuiFerM thus ! 
Father, is thy voice gone ? Doubtlefs the foul 
That enters with the voice, arrefts its pow'rs« 
O (ire ! the nohle lion who begat me, 
Seeft thou not me too impotent to rife. 
Till I be rouz'd by thy parental voice ? 
Ah I fpeechlefsftiil I— The fliock of fudden joy 
Is oft more powVful to o'erwhelm the foul, 
Than ev'n a load of grief.— him to his berf 
ril bear — perhaps his fpirit will revive — 
My father, cling to me know, honoured 

tree, 
'Tis thy own branch fupports thee.-- — O my 

father ! 
Thou of thelabVinth wherein Vm involvM, 
Haft been the Thefeus, yet Pm proud to be 
Pious ^neas, to bear you on my Ihoiilders. 



H 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



An Account of thg Commerce of Cdnaria, TTene^ 
rife^ Palma, Gomera, and Hierro ; and the 
Manufa&ures in tbefe IJlands. 

IN order to give a diflinft and clear idea of 
the trade of thefe iflands, I (hall divide it 
into the four following h^ads, and treat of each 
feparately and in order. 

The trade to Europe and the£)nglifli colo- 
njes in America. 

Thb trade to the Spanifh Weft Indies. 

Th£' trade which is carried on from one 
ifland to another. 

And, laftly. The fiflicry on the coaft'of 
Barbary, adjacent to the iilands. 

GoMERA and Hierro are fo poor that no 
fhips go to them from Europe or America ; nor 
are the inhabitants of thefe two Iflands allowed 
any (hare of the Spanifh Weft India commerce, 
becaufe they are not fo entirely under the ju- 
rifdiSion of the crown of Spain as Canaria, 
Tenerife, and Palma, having a lord or pro- 
prietor of their own, viz. the Count of Go- 
mera. But it would be well for them if they 
were entirely fubje£t to, and dependent on 
thccrowp; for never did the proverb, which 
fays, *' THe King's chafF is better than other 
** people's corn," hold fo true in any cafe as 
in this. 

Tine- 
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T£V£RiFE is the center of the trade to 
Europe and the Britiih colonies in America ; a 
few (hips from tfaefe parts of the world go 
to Canaria and Palma, but rhey are not to be 
compared to the numbers that arrive at Tene«> 
rife. This branch of traffick is almoft wholly 
carried on in foreign bottoms, efpecially in 
Engiifhy the natives themfelves being afraid to 
fail on thofe feas, where they may be in dan** 
ger of being taken by the corfah^ of Algiers, 
Sallee, and other ports of Barbary. 

The grea4efl part of the aforefaid trade to 
Europe and the Engli(h colonies is in the hands 
of the Iriih Roman Catholic merchants fettled 
in Tenerife, Canaria, and Palma, and thedef- 
cendants of the Iriih who formerly fettled there 
and married Spanifh wives ^ but in the lad age 
that trade was engroffed by a fadory of Pro« 
teftatot Engliih merchants who refided at Te- 
nerife : no Proteftants remain there now, nor 
in any of the reft of the Canary Ifl-rnds, ex- 
cepting the Engliih and Dutci^ Confuls and 
two merchants, who all refide at Tenerife. . 

The imports here from Great Britain con* 
fift chiefly of woollen goods of various kinds, 
bats, hard-ware, pilchards, red-herrings, wheat 
when it is fcaree in the iflands, with a number 
of other articles which would be too tedious to 
fpecify. 

The imports from Ireland are chiefly beef, 
pork, butter, candles, and falt*herrings. 

From. Hamburgh and Holland, linens of all 
forts are imported, to a very great amount ; 
cordage, giln-powder, and coarfe flax, with 
many o^ker kinds of goods. 

H 3 From 
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From Biicay, a confiderabte qiiaintitj of 
bar-iron is annually imported. 

The imports from SctIIIc, Cadiz, Barce- 
lona, Italy, and Majorca are chiefly oil, filks, 
velvets, fait, and cordage made of bafs or fpar- 
tum, with innumerable little articles for the 
Canary inland confumption, and for exporta- 
tion from thefe iflands to the Spanifii Weft In- 
dies. Almoft the whole of this trade is car- 
ried on in French and Maltefe tartans. The 
Maltefe veflels, before they go to the Canary 
HIands, make the lour of all the European 
harbours in the Mediterranean fituated to the 
weft ward of Malta, trading from one port to 
another ; and from the Mediterranean they go 
to Cadiz, and from thence to the Canary 
Iflands; where befides the commodities of 
S; ain, France, Italy, &c. the Maltefe veiJd 
tlie cotton manufadures of their own tfland; 
all cottons imported into the Canary lilands, 
excepting thofe from Malta, pay fach a heavy 
duty as almoft amounts to a prohibition : the 
Maltefe enjoy this privilege on account of their 
maintaining a perpetual war againft (he Turks 
and moors. 

Th e inhabitants of the Canaries imports 
few linens from Britany and Normandy. 

From the Britifti colonies' in America they 
import dea4 boards, pipe-Haves, baccallao pr 
dried cod, and beef, pork, hams, bees wax, 
rice, drc. and in times of fcarcity of corn, 
when the crops fail in the iflands, maize, wheat, 
and flour. 

The exports from thefe iflands are as fol- 
low: 

To 
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To Great Britain and Ireland, orchilla- 
weed, a few wines, fonie Campeachy log- 
wood, and a confiderable quantity of Mexican 
dollars. 

To Hamburgh and Holland, ditto; but a 
greater quantity of dollars, and little or no 
orchilla-weed. 

To Spain, Marfeilles, Italy, and Malta, 
commodities which they receive from the 
Spanifh Weft Indies, particularly fugar, co- 
coa, hides, Campeachy logwood, dollars^ and 
fome orchilla-weed. 

To the Britifti colonies in America, a great 
quantity of wines, and nothing elfe. 

All thefe goods imported into the Canary 
Iflands, or exported from them, pay a duty of 
feven per cent, on the rated value. 

The commerce between the Canary Iflands 
and the Spanifli feitlements in the Weft In- 
dies, b under certain regulations and reftriQi- 
on«. In tl^jCiiy of St. Chriftob^l de la La- 
guna, then) ir a Judge, Secretary and other 
minlfters, who manage every thing relative to 
that trade. 

No foreigners are permitted to ftiare in this 
commerce, nor are any (hips fufFered to go to 
the portsof the Spanifh Weft Indies, from any 
of the iflands, except Canaria, Tenerife, and 
Palma. 

The Court of Spain has reftriQed the Ca- 
nary Ifland Weft India commerce to the ports 
of Havatina, Campeachy, and La Guaira on 
the coaft of Carraccas ; St. Domingo, Porto 
Rico, and Maracatva; the three firft are call- 
ed the Greater Ports, and the others the Lef- 
fer^ becaufe the trade of the Lefler Ports is 
H 4 trifling 
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trifling in comparifon with that of the Great- 
er. 

Before a (hip loads for any of thefe ports, 
flie mufl obtain a licence from the Judge of 
the India trade, which is generally granted, if 
it is her turn, for by the regulations, all Aiip- 
ping are regtAeredy and muft take their turns; 
but here« as in many other places, intereft and 
money often prevail againft juflice. 

The trade of the Canary Iflands to the 
?panJ(h Weft Indies is confined to their own 
produce, viz. wines, brandy, almonds, rat- 
lins, figs, &c. of which they can fend annu- 
ally one thoufand tons ; and are only allowed 
hefides, what they call a General, for each 
ihip, which confiils of every kind of goods 
which is thought neceff;»ry for the vefici, crew, 
and paffengers ufe during the courfe of the 
voyage, and is more or lefs extenfive in pro- 
portion to the fize of the fliip, for which it is 
granted by the Judge or Superintendant of the 
Weft India trade. Thus far they are reftriSed 
by the rules ; but unys and means are found 
to extend their trade to that quarter of the 
world fiir beyond them ; for I fuppofe they ex- 
port at leaft two thoufand tons of the produ^ 
of the iflands, befides immenfe quantities of 
European commodities. 

Although fome of the Canary Weft Iir- 
dia fliips load at Canarta and Palma^ and pro- 
ceed from thence to the Weft Indies, yet they 
are all obliged to finifti their voyages at Santa 
Cruz in Tenerife (where the officers deputed 
by the Judge of the Indies refide), and there 
land their cargoes, which confift of the com- 
modities of the Weft India ports from whence 

they 
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they come, being chiefty cocoa, logwood* 
hides, fugar, and Metican dollars; but cochi- 
neal and indigo are prohibited From being 
landed at Tenerife ; the filver they bririg, is 
alfo limited to fifty Mexican dollars per ton, 
according tb the regiftered tonnage ; yet I have 
known fome of thefe ttiips bring home to Te- 
herife one huddred thoufaiid dollars. Former- 
ly wine, brandy, and fruit only were feckort- 
cd thfe produce of tHeft iflands ; but now the 
manufaSures of them ^0 tb the Spanifli Weft 
Indies under that denomination. 

The exports from the Canaries to tliefe 
countries, with the returns, are all rated, and 
pay certain duties, which the officers of the 
Weft India commerce colIeS, and rlemit to 
thofe of the Indi^ Houfe in Spain. 

Tak merchants of Cadiz are very jealous 
bf the Canary Weft India trdde, and are con- 
tinually making application to the dbiirt of 
Madrid to abridge it ; blit their attempts have 
hitherto proved abortive ; although they have 
caufed Intehdahts to be fent over to Tenerife 
tb infped into that commerce, and oblige the 
iftanders to keep within the limits prefcribed 
to it by the court. 

Numbers of the ifland^rs go over to the 
Weft Indies, to pufli their fortunes, the great- 
er part of whom marry and fettle there. The 
King of Spain encoufages this migration, for 
he oblige^ every ihip which fails from thefe 
ifiands to his Ariierican dbnrtinions, to carry a 
certain number of poor families, upon their 
demanding a paffage. Tor which the Captain 
is pdid fb much (>ef head by the governrnent. 
The intention of* ihii encouragerhent is toin- 
H 5 crcafe 
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creafe the number of Spaniards in the wide 
and almoft uninhabited provinces of the Spanilh 
Weft Indies. 

The Indians of that country, with the 
mingled race begot between them and the 
Spaniards, ^re never permitted to fill any office, 
civil, military, or ecclefiaftic; thefe employ* 
ments are generally given to people from Spain 
and the Canary Iflands. As many of them* 
when they arrive in that plentiful country, are 
mere clowns, and are unaccuftomed to live in 
affluence and without hard labour, they are 
foon puffed up with their fudden change of for- 
tune, and the great refpeS paid them by the 
natives. 

I AM told that fome waggiih Indians of fome 
repute and confequence in America, whe9 
they fee thefe aukward clowns from the Cana- 
ries land in their country, call to them in the 
fame manner as they call their fowls, when 
they are going to give them a handful of corn, 
and fay, *' To-day you are only Juan fuch-a- 
** one; but take courage, to-morrow you 
*' fhall be Alcalde, and ftiled Seignior JDqq 
•* Juan ; for the King lives not for us, but for 
*• you.*' The Indians are feldom out in their 
prophecy, for it generally happens according- 
ly. Many young married men go to thofe 
ports from the iflands, with an intention to ge.t 
a little money, and return to their families ; 
but they feldon[i find the way back again, for 
after they have contraded acquaintance with 
the gallant ladies of that country, who fwim 
in luxury and pomp, they are afhamed to fend 
to the Canaries for their home-bred ruftic 
wives. Some years ago a young lad went from 
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Tenerife to the Weft Indies, in qucft of his 
father, who had gone to that country to mend 
his fortune, but bad never fent any word to 
his wife and family. He found him fettled at 
a certain place, in great affluence, and married 
to a lady of rank and fortune. He made him- 
felf known to his father ; who, feeing him fuch 
a ruftic, called to remembrance his former 
low fituation, which fo wrought on his mind^ 
that hedifownfd him, and denied that hLmfelf 
had ever lived in Tenenfe. Th^ ypung .man 
was fo ftrucfc with this unexpe&ed treatnient, 
that he publicly challenged him, and made 
known the whole ftory, to his father's confu* 
fion, and the aftoni(hment of all the inhabit 
tants. 

Many foldiers are raifed in thQ Canary 
Iflands, to fcrve in the garrifons of the Weft 
Indi s, particularly ^^ the Havanna. The 
major part of the troops in that place, when 
taken by the Englilh, confifted of the natives 
of thefe iflands. 

Th£ (hips employed in tbeCanaria Spaniib 
Weft India trade> ^are commonly about two 
hundred and fifty, or three hundred. tons bur- 
then. Some of them are built in the iflands^ 
and others at the Havanna or Old Spain. No 
foreign bottoms can be employed in this trade» 
which is the reafon why freight is fo high from 
the Canaries to the Weft Indies; for the Ca- 
nary ftiipplng fLTt fo clogged with charges,^ 
carry fo many ufelefs hands, particularly chap- 
lains, lie fo long in the road of Santa Cruz 
waiting their turns, at a vaft expence of an- 
chors and cables^ with other tear and wear, 
that the owners of them cannot afFord to take 
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lefs freight for a pipe of wine, from the Ca- 
naries to La Guaira^ than (en pounds fteriing ; 
yet the run from Tenerife to that port, is be- 
fore the wind all the waj, and is generdlf 
performed in lefs than thirty days : were the 
iflanders permitted to employ Englifli ihipping 
in this trade, they would foon find enough of 
them to carry their wine at the rate of twenty 
flliltings per pipe. 

The Canary Weft Irtdiamen commonly 
carcien and repair in the ports of the Weft 
Indies ; but in cafe of fpririging a leak, or fuch 
like accident, while in the road of Santa Crnz, 
they go to Porto d^ Naos in Lancerota, and 
there careen, &c. In the fummer feafon, I 
have feen fome go for that purpofe to the har- 
bour of Gomera. 

The third branch of the Canitry Ifland 
trade, is thAt which isf carried on from pnc 
HIand to another, and is as follows : 

Can ARIA exports to Tenerife provifiorts of 
all forts, catile and fowls, coarfe woollen 
Mankets,' fdme raw' and wrought fflk, orchi)la« 
^eed^ fquare flags for pafvements, filtering 
flone vcflfels for pufrfying water, and fome 
felt, &c. The returns received for thefe com- 
hiodities are chiefly cafh and other produce of 
the Spanifti Weft Indies, 

Palma exports to Tenerife fugar, almonds, 
fweetmcats, boards, pitch, raw filk, and or- 
chilla; and receives in return' Weft India and 
European goods. 

Gomera exports to Tenerife much raw 
filk and fome wrooght, brandy, cattle, and 
orchilla-wced; and receives in return Weft 
India and European goods. 

HlERRO 
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HixRRO exports to Tenerife brandy, {hiall 
cattle, and orchilla-weed. 

Lakcxrota and Fuertaventura export t 
great quantity of corn to Tenerife^ orchilla^k^ 
Weed, cattle^ and fowls; the returns they ri*> 
ceive ane generally in European goods and ca(h^ 
with fome wine. The fame iflands feild corn 
to Palma, for which they recetre boards an4 
other timber, fugaf, wint, and ca(h. Lati* 
cerota alfo exports to Tenerife and Palnia^ 
fait and fome dried 6(h. 

Thx vefTels employed in this trade are all 
built in the iflands, and run from twenty to 
fifty tons ; the whole number of them I guefs 
to be about twenty-^nve, each of which, on an 
aVerige, is navigated by ten han4p : the rea* 
fon why they caary fo. many, is the great la^ 
bour that is required in loading and unloading 
their cargoes. 

Ai*L American and European goods which 
are tranlported from ifland to ifland, pay the 
aforementioned duty of feven per cent* if they 
have been imported into the iflands above a 
certain.limited time, which, if I am rightly 
informed, is two months.. 

The laft thing relating to the Canary cMi* 
merce we- have to treat of, is the fifliery ^on 
the coaft of Barbary. 

The number of vefTels employed in this 
fifliery, amount toabooi thirty ; they are froift 
fifteen to fifty tons burthen ; the fmalleft car** 
ry fifteen men, and the largeft thirty* They 
are ail built in the iflands, and navigated by, 
the natives. Two of tbefe belong to the 
ifland of Palma, four to Tenerife, and 'the reft 
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to Canaria« Porto de Luz^ in that ifland^ is 

the place from whence they fail for the coaft. 

The method of fitting out a bark for the 
fifliery is this : the owners, farnilh a veflel for 
the voyage, and put on board her a quantity 
of fait fufficient to cure the fifli, with bread 
enough to ferve the crew the whole voyage. 
Each man carries his own iifliing-tackle, which 
confifts of a few lines/, hooks, a little brafs 
wire, a knife for cutting open the fiih, and 
one or two (lout fiihing-rods. If any of the 
crew carry wine, brand v, oil, vinegar, pep- 
per, onions, Arc. it muft be at his own ex- 
pence, for the owners furnifli no provifion but 
bread. The nett fum arifing from the fale of 
the fifli, after deducing the expence of the 
fait and bread before*raentioned, is divided in- 
to (hares, a certain number of which are al- 
lowed to the owners, for their expence in fit- 
ting out the vtffA ; the reft are divided among 
the crew according to merit : an abfe fi(her* 
man has one (hare ; a boy, landman, or one 
not experienced in the fithery, half a (hare, 
or a quarter, according to his abilities. The 
patron or mader of the bark (hares equally 
with the able fifhermen, and the owners allow 
him alfoone (hareoui of theirs, for his trouble 
in taking care of the bark. 

The place on the icoaft of Barbary where 
they go to fiih, is according to the feafon of 
the year. This fiihery is bounded on the 
north by the fouthern extremity of Mount 
Atlas, or by the latitude of twenty*nine de-» 
grees north ; and on the fouth by Cape Blanco, 
in the latitsde of twenty degrees thirty mi- 
nutes north : the whole length of the fea*coaft 
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fo bounded, is about fix huadred miles., ^ Ih 
all this exteniive trad there is no town, vil- 
lage, or fettled habitation ; the few wander- 
ing Arabs who frequent this part of the world 
live in tents, and have neither barks, boats, 
nor canoes : the King of Morocco's cruifert 
never venture fo far to the fouthward ; for 
were they to attempt fuch a tbjng, it is not 
probable they would be able to &nd the way 
back to their own country, fo that the Cana* 
rianshave nothing to fear from that quarter. 
In the fpring feafon, the fiihermen go on the 
coaft to the northward, but in the autumn and 
winter to the fouthward ; becaufe in the fpriog 
the fifli frequent the coaft to the northward, 
and afterwards go. gradually s^long the ihore 
to the fouthward. 

The firft thing the fiiberroen fet about 
when they arrive on the coaft, is to catch bait ; 
this is done in the fame manner as we do trouts 
with a fly, only wiih this difference, that the 
rod is thrice as. thick as ours, and not tapered 
away fo much towards the point. The line is 
made of fix fmall brafs wires, twifted together; 
the hook is about fiv« inches long, and is not 
bearded ; the Ihaft is leaded fo as to lie hor^ 
zontally on the furface of the water; and the 
hook is covered with a fifh's (kin, except from 
where it bends, to the point; then getting 
within a quarter or half a mile of the ihore, 
they carry fo much fail as to caufe the bark to 
run at the rate of four, miles an hour, when 
two or three men throw their lines ov^r th«s 
flern, and let the hooks drag along the furface 
of the water : the fi(b, taking the hooks for 
fnctall fifh, fnap at them^ and^ when hooked» 
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the fifliermen fwing them into the barks with 
their rodi. The Canarians call thcfe fifli Taf- 
Ikrte: they have no fcales, and are Ihaped like 
mackarel, but as large as falmon ; thej are 
exceeding voracious, and fwalloW all the hook^ 
Dotwithftanding its being fo large ; if it was 
bearded^ there could be no fuch thing as ex- 
trading it without cutting open the fiOi : I 
hai^e feen three men in the ftern of a bai-k, 
catch an hundred and fifty taflfarte in half an 
hour. It fotnetimes happens that a bark will 
complete her lading with thefe fi(h only; An- 
other fort of fiih, which th^fe people call An- 
houa, is taken in the faitoe manner ; this is 
fomething bigger than a large mackerel, and 
ferves as well as the taflarte for bait. There 
is another fort of bait called Cavallos, or litH^ 
hbk'fi^rhack^rel, which is fliaped like a macke- 
rel, but fomething more flat and broad ; it is 
about a fpan long, and is catcbed with an ang- 
lirig-rod and line, with a very fmall hook, 
baited with sllmoft any thing that cOnibs tb 
hand. When a bark has got a fufficient ftock 
of bait, (he leaves her bbat, with five or fik 
men, near the (hore, to catch taflarte and an- 
houa, and runs out to fea a good diftance olF, 
until (he gets into fifteen, twenty, thirty, 
fortyi or perhaps fifty or fixty fathoms dfepth 
of water, where (he anchors^ and all the crew 
heave their lines and hooks oVerboard, baited 
with taflarte, anhdua, &c. and fifh for Samas, 
or bream as we call them, and for Cherney, 
or cod. The lines ar^ all leaded, in order tb 
caufe the hooks to fiiik near to the bottom of 
the fea, where theft fi(h fwim. When a bark 
is fo fortunate as to meet with fine weather, 
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and is well provided wuh b&it, (he will be abte 
lo complete her cargo in ftmr days* This I 
have often had opportunity to obferve. But 
as the trade or north-eaft wind commonly 
blows frefli on that coail, the barks only zn^ 
chor in the offing about mid-day, when there 
16 a lull between the land and fea-breeze; amd 
when this laft-mentioneJ wi-nd begins to blow 
frefh, they weigh their anchors, (land in to 
fhore^ and come to an anchor in forae bay, or 
under a head-land, and then the crew fall to 
work, clean and fait .the filh which they catch- 
ed that day : by the time this is done, it is 
about five or fix o'clock in the evening, wheti 
they go to dinner or fupper, for they make 
but one meal the whole day, which they cook 
in the following manner: in every bark the 
crew has a long flat-done for a hearth^ upon 
which they kindle a fir«, and hang a large 
kettle over it, in which they boil feme fifli ; 
they then take a platter, and put foili^ broken 
bifcuit in it, with onions (hred fmall, to this 
they add fome pepper and vinegar, and theti 
pour in the broth of the fi(h : no Art of foop 
or broth ia more ddictons than this^ After 
having eaten of this eicellent fonp, thejfiniA 
their meal with roafled fi(h, fbr they throw 
the boiled 6fli, of which tht foup wsa made, 
into the fea. Soon • after thia repaft, every 
man looks abotit for the moft oDtnmodioiis 
place where to fall afleep, (at no bedding are 
made ufe of in thefe veffeis. About five or 
fix in the morning they get up, leave the boat 
near the ihore, weigh anchor and ibnd out to 
fea as before, and never tafte viduals before 
the fame time next evening. No man who 
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knows the toil, fatigue^ cold, and heat which 
tbefe fiihermen undergo, will ever charge the 
Spaniards with lazinefs. 

The method of curing thcfe fifli is this: they 
cut them open, clean and wafli ihcm thorough- 
ly, chop off their heads and fins, and pile them 
up to drain off the water; after which they 
are falted, and (lowed in bulk in the holcL But 
becaufe they do not, like the French who fifli 
on the banks of Newfoundland, waih their fifli 
a fecond time and re-fah them, they will not 
keep above fix weeks or two months. 

It is firange to think that the Spaniards 
ibould want to fl^are the Newfoundland fifliery 
with the Englilh, when they have one much 
better at their own doors ; I fay better, for 
the weather here, and every thing elfe, con- 
curs to make it the beA fifliery in the univerfe. 
What can be a flronger proof of this, than 
the Moors on the continent drying and curing 
all their fifh without fait, or by any other 
procefs, than expofing them to the fun-beams? 
for the pure wholefome air of that climate, 
and the firong northerly wind which almoft 
conffantly prevails on this coaft, totally pre- 
vents putrefadion, provided the fifli are fplit 
open, well waflied, and expofed to the fun 
until they are perfedly dry. 

As thefe vefTels feldom go to fifli on any 
part of the coaft of Barbary to the windward 
of the iflands, and are obliged to ply again ft 
the frefli northerly wijids, which alraoft con- 
tinually prevail there, they are conftru£led in 
fuch a manner that they hold a good wind, as 
it is termed in the fea-language, being very 
fliarp fore and aft, and full aa^ flat in the 
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middle^ They ai'e rigged brtgantines, and 
cany a large flying fore- top- ikil, but in gene- 
ral no main-top faily nor (lay-fails; they all 
carry large fprit-ikils, but no jibbs. I have 
known thefe barks to beat to windward from 
Cape Blanco to Gran Canaria in twelve days, 
though the diftance is above four hundred 
miles. Their method of plying to windward 
is this : thev weigh about fix or feven o'clock 
in the morning, and ftand off to fea, with the 
land-windy until noon, when they put about, 
and (land in ihore, with the fea-breeze ; when 
they come clofe iti with it» they either anchor 
for (he nighty or make ihort tacks until day- 
light, when they fland out to fea till noon, as 
betore. The difference between the land and 
fea-breezes oat his coail is generally four points, 
and they both blow afre(h top-fail- gale. When 
they get ten or fiheen leagues to the wind- 
ward of Cape Bazador, ibey (land over for tbe 
ifland of Gran Canaria : if the wind happens 
then to be at north-eaft, they fetch the port 
of Gando, on the fouth-eaft part of that ifland ; 
but if the wind is at north- nor th-eaft, they^ 
only fetch the calnas, into which they pufh, 
and there foon find a fouth-weft wind to carry 
them clofe to Canaria, from whence the great- 
er part of them go to Santa Cruz and Port 
Orotava, to difcharge their cargoes ; the reft 
go to Palmas, in Canaria, and to Santa Cruz, 
in the ifland of Palma. They do not flop at 
thefe places to fell the fifli, but leave them 
with their agents, to fell them at leifure and 
to the beft advantage. The common price is 
three half-pence per pound, of thirty-two 
ounces, which is the weight here ufed for flefli 

and 



lis THE HISTORY OF 

mni fifli ; fometimes they are fold for a penny, 
«fld never higher than two pence. The Re- 
gidores^ or Qivildo, in the iflands^ always re- 
gulate the price. 

Instead of encouraging this mod ufeful 
and profitable branch* the magidrates in thefe 
iflands take every method to hurt it; for they 
mod impoliticatly fix a price on the fifh, 
and clog the trade with foolifh and unreafon- 
able duties, befides forbidding the fifliermen 
to have any dealings or intercourfe with the 
Moors on the coaft where they go to fifii ; 
which is a very great hardihip on them, as 
they are often obliged, when they meet with 
bad weather, to go aihore there for fuel and 
water. However, they privately correfpond 
with them, to their mutual advantage; for 
the Canarians give to the inhabitants of the 
Defer t old rope«, which the latter untwift and 
^n info yam or twine> fdr making fiflling<> 
nets; they aifo give thetn bread, onions^ po- 
tatoes, Knd fruirs of many kinds: in return for 
which, thie Moors allow them to t2ikt \^ood 
tod water on their fcoaft, whenever ihey are 
Jn want tf theft mod necefiary arlieles, and 
tnake them prefents of odrich-eggs and fei» 
thers. The inland Moors would punifli their 
^r countrymen, who live on fifli by the fea- 
coad, if ttey knew of their correfpondenee 
with the Canarilan fiftetmen : but this' does 
not prevent that intertburfe, a^ i^ecefli'ty 6- 
bilges tfaefe pieople, fo dififerent frbni one ano- 
ther, to conform to the laws of nature, how- 
ever contrary to the precepts of both their re- 
ligions. But this profitable communication 
has lately been interrupted, as I diall have oe- 
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cafioQ to obrerv^/m the defcription ot that part 
of Africa. 

Although the Canary fifhermen have 
freqaented this cpaft e^cf fiace the conqoeft of 
the ifland9, yet they are entirely ignorant of 
tbe uiUnd country, and of the people wboi 
dwell there. WheQ I firft went on that coaft» 
I examiBed the moft e:i;;perienced of them con- 
cerning an inlet or gulph, named in oor maps^ 
and called by the Canary men, Rio del Oro, 
but could get no fatisfadory ioformation ; fome 
told nne it ran feveoty or eighty leagues in- 
land. Being Turpri^d that no traveller had 
given any account of fuch a noble channel, 
and imagining that if it was fo long as they 
affirmed, fome trade might be open^ in that 
unknown region« I failed, though with difB<> 
culty, among the fands which abound in that 
gulph, until we got to the further end of the 
bay, which is no more than ten leagues diQant 
from its mouth : we found it to run parallel 
with the fea-coaft, and at no greater diftance 
from it than one league : the end of this inlet 
is within half a mile of the ocean, being part- 
ed from it only by a narrow neck of land. I 
mention this as an inftance of their ignorance 
of this country. 

These barks generally make eight or nine 
voyages in the fpace of a year. From the 
middle of February to the middle of April, 
they remain at Canary, to careen, repair, &c. 
becaufe at that feafon of the year, the fifli are 
found only to the northward, where the (hore 
lies almoft fouth-weft-by-weft, or weft-fouth- 
weft, confequently open and expofed to the 
north-weft winds, which fometimes blow there 
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in February, March, ahd April, an.^ make 
that part of the coaft to be what we call a lee- 
ihore. 

When I firft freqaented the coaft of the 
Defert, the Ginary men went no farther to 
the fouthward than Cape fiarbas, in latitude 
twenty-two degrees north ; but now they go 
to Cape Blanco, which lies about thirty leagues 
beyond it. Although the bulk of their car- 
goes conftfts of large bream, yet rhey catch 
many other forts, viz. caflarte before-menti- 
oned, a delicious fi{h which taftes like a very 
large and fat mackerel, but when dried cannot 
be diflingui(hed from dried falmon. The cod 
caught here is better than thofe of Newfound- 
land : the anhoua is exceeding good : the cor* 
bino is a large fifti, weighing about thirty 
pounds. There are befides thefe a number of 
flat fifli, with many other forts, which I can- 
not defcribe. 

' Although this fiftiery is capable of the 
greateft improvemeht, yet the Englifti have 
no reafon to be apprehenfive of the Spaniards 
ever being able to bring it to any degree of 
perfedion, fo as to rival them in the Spanifh 
and Italian markets; the power of the clergy 
in Spain, is a better fecurity to the Englifli a- 
gainft fuch an event, than if a fleet of one 
hundred fail of the line were ftationed on the 
coaft of Baibary, to obftrud the Spanifli fifti- 
ery. 

The manufadures of thefe iftands are taf- 
feties, knit fiik hofe, filk garters, quilts, and 
bed-covers. In Canaria and Tenerife, coarfe 
linens and gaufe are made of the flax import- 
ed from Holland* White blankets and coarfe 
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clotlis are made in Canaria, from the wool of 
their own (heep. A very coarfe kind of cloth^ 
which is worn by tba peafants, is alfo made 
in the reft of the iflands; but on feftivals, 
weddings, &c. the labouring people generally 
wear Englifh coarfe cloth; The exportation 
of raw (ilk is now prohibited, in order to en-^ 
courage their (ilk manufaSure. .In the large 
towns, men are employed in weaving and as 
taylors ; but in the tillages, the women only 
exercife thofe trades. 

To give fomeidea of the fertility and pro-* 
ducc of Tenerife, they annually export no lefs 
than fifteen thoufand pipes of wine and bran- 
dy, and a great quantity is confumed in the 
ifland. 

The current coin in the Canaries is the 
Mexican dollar, and the half, quarter, eighth, 
and fixteenth parts of it. Befides thefe, there 
is the provincial real of plate, which is a fmall 
filver piece, of the value of five pence fter- 
ling; and the quart, a copper coin, equal in 
value to our half-penny, for ten of them make 
a real of plate. The provincial filver coin is 
not current in Lancerota and Fuertaventura ; 
and is never exported, becaufe it pafles in the 
iflands for more than its intrinfic value. But 
accounts are kept here in imaginary money, 
viz. in current dollars of ten reals of vellon 
each. The real of vellon is equal in value to 
eight of the above-mentioned quarts, fo that 
the current dollar is exaSly three (hillings and 
four-pence, and fix of them make juft one 
pound fterling. Three fixteenths of the Mex- 
ican dollar pafs for two rials of plate. Little 
or no gold coin is to be found in thefe iflands. 

The 
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Ths^ pttond md faiaHer we^b^ bor^ are 
noflich the £MBe with aurs. The qwHal, 
whicb is the iflandihiiadiied weighty does not, 
lijEc oupt, weigh oos: Inindred. and twelve 
pounds, but only one hundced' and &ujr. The 
arroba is twenty^five pminds. 

The fncafurest are the fanega or hanegai, 
the almud, the liquid arnoba, and i;he vac. 

THEfirft of thefeis the mesiuM: ufed For 
corRy cocoai fait, &c. and almoft cotntsuns the 
quantity of two Englifli buflieisfc Twelve al- 
m«ds make a fanega. The hquid arroba con- 
tains fomethifig naore than three gallons, ;. and 
the quartillo is nearly equal to our quaint. The 
rar is a mcafure for clothe &c and is about 
^l-Q lefs than the EngliOi yard. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Of the GiMrtimmt and Revinuis ^f the Canary 
IJlands. 

HAVING already given (bme tfccoont 
of the govei'fitnenc of Ltncerota and 
Fu^naVentvr^ I iieeld Hot fay any thing bf 
that of Oomeraand Hierro, beoaufe they are 
goverscd ihuch in the fame manner as the a- 
boT^-fmnentioned idands. A (ball now proceed 
toUhefe caUed the ^King's Iflands, viz. Cana- 
ria, Tenerife, and Raima. 
. Wrifeur .thb diitives: were reduced to the a- 
hedience of :thie crown <>f Spain, they were 
nek cie^rived of their liberty, but put on an 
equality i<rith their ootiquerors : an example of 
policy worthy of imitatipu. How the Spani* 
afds'oaite. Toon affter^ in Amterica) to ad: in 
a- quite contrary manner, isliard to conceive; 
yet the Dutch, Frendi, and En^^ifli, far from 
following Ih^ good exailipte given by the 
S^niards in the Canary Ifland^, have ereiQed, 
in tb^ fogar-iflands in the Weft Indies, the 
moft abfurd and barbarous governments that 
ever eaiftwd in any part of the globe, and 
which !sre by many degrees worfe than the 
Sfanifli gbvernments in America* 

What im]^roVement or obedience can be 
expeSed in a country, where All the bboaring 
people are (laves^ and have no other principle 

Vol II. I to 
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to excite them to obedience and indufiry^ but 
the fear of punifliment ? which, after all, has 
never yet brought their labour to any degree 
of equality with that of indigent free people, 
who have tlie fole difpofal of the fruits of their 
labour. 

Is it not amazing to confider how the Eng- 
Hfli, with the mod confummate infolence, rail 
againft their Princes and Miififters of State^ 
as infringing their liberties ; while at the fame 
time, ihey iheflnCelves are tyrannizing over 
their fellow-cneatttrei in the moft cruel and 
arbitrary tnanner. What idea moft fober 
thinking people have of the Engiiih notions of 
liberty? Can they imagine this liberty any 
thing more than a power to be bfolent to. their 
fuperiors with impunity, and to opprefs the 
poor with extreme rigour?^ Their oppreiGon. 
of the poor may be c^ferved in other inAaaees 
than in the treatment of ti^eir fiaves tn the 
Weft Indies, viz. their laws agaiaft vagabonds, 
1. e. poor ftraagers who have no ieuled habi* 
tation, and trolling players. Do not tbefe 
very people^ who make fuch a.notfe aboutlin 
berty, deprive beggary of their natural. free- 
dom, by confining them in. wQrk<»hou(es,: oon«-/^ 
trary to tbek inclinations?. yet thefe beggars, 
compel nobody to give them a farthing ; and 
if they uie violence or fraud to fupport them* 
felves, the law has provided punifiiments pro* 
portioned to the heinoufoefs of their crimes. 
Why then cannot tiiey, in a free country," 
have the liberty to expire in the ftreet or open, 
fields for want, if they ifaould choofe to do fo 
ntbtr than work ? 

But 
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But to return from this digreffion, which 
is not altogether foreign to my fubjeft. The 
Spaniards, after the conqueft of the Canary 
Iflands, incorporated with the natives in fucn 
a manner as to become one people : the con- 
fequence of this political union is, that the 
King of Spain can raife in thefe iflands more 
foldiers and fea-men^ who may be depended 
on, than in any other part of his dominions^ 
three times 'the extent of the Ginary Iflands. 
To this advantage another may be added, the 
great number of people that annually go from 
hence to fettle in bis wide and uninhabited do* 
minions in America. 

The loweft officer of juftice in thefe iflands^ 
except the Alguazils, is the Alcalde; whofe 
office is fomething like that of a Juftice of 
Peace in England : in every town or village of 
note there is one. Thefe magiArates are ap« 
pointed by the Royal Audience of the city of 
Palmas in Canaria ; they hold not their places 
for life, but only for a pertain time i in mat- 
ters of property they cannot take cognizance 
of any difpute, where the value of the thing 
contefted, amounts to above feventeen riak^ 
o^ feven ihillings fterling. Over thefe magi- 
flrates is another, called the Alcalde Major, 
who is appointed in* the fame manner as the 
officers before*mentioned ; he cannot decide a 
matter of property, when the value contefted 
exceeds the fum of two hundred dollars : from 
the decifions of ail thefe magiftrates, appeals 
lie to the Tiniente and Corregidor. The firft 
of thefe magiftrates is a lawyer, and nomi- 
nated by the Royal Audience ; and the King 
appoints the latter^ who is not obliged to be a 
I 2 lawyer. 
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Uwtcr, btft irtfiuft hwt a Clerk, Secrttarjr, or 
Affiftant bred to ^he: taw, whd Is c^Hed Ms 
Aflbflbr. fht Corregidbr gfenbfrfly holds lri6 
rfacc for frrte fetfrs, but- femetimes longer. 
Few of the ntf wfes of tfie iflalid^ are placed \a 
this honourable office, for thcfe <hat fill it arc 
commonly natites of Spaki. The proceed^ 
irtgs in the Cbrregid'or's court, and In rttat of 
the Tinrenfe are the feihe ; and it «»'0uld fewh 
that thefc conrts were originally rnttnded as a 
check upon one anothet*. 

From the Corregidoir and Tini«Jte apjwfaft 
^tt tnade to the Royal Audience of Gran Ca^ 
fiaria. This tribunal is compofed of three 
Oidoresor Tudgcs, a Regent and FHfcal, Who 
are generally natives of Spain, and alMf'ays ap»- 
polntcd by the King ; of thi« court the Go*. 
vemor-genet'ar is always Prefidfent, though he 
refides in Tenerife. From theif determinati- 
on, in criminal cafes, there is no appeat; but 
in matters of |)roperty, appeals ai^ carried to 
the Council or Audience of SeviBe in Spain: 

The ftandtng forces in the Canary Iflands, 
I do not reckon to amount to above one huir- 
dred and fifty men ; btrt there is a militia pro*- 
pcrly regulated and embodied, of which tht 
Governor-general of the iflands is always com* 
mander iti chief; the officers, viz. Colonels, 
Captains, and Subalterns, are all appointed by 
the King ; and in caft any bf them die, the 
v^ctincy ought to be filled by feniofity, but iit- 
t^k-eft fometimes prevaib againft this regula- 
tion. The militarv officers, if they have t 
difpuie with any other perfon, may cite him 
before a civil magiiHrate; but this lafl: has no 
power to compel a military officer to appear 

before 
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Mofc h)^ II i^wfis^l : bait tf ^ tmnihovidib^ wy 
w^ injured hyi ^q&Ci^p of the wiliti^, h^ m^y 
QQi9plain tp bis: fiigfirior •fik^r ;^ and il h^ dt>ei5 - 
not think he has got redrer^,. b^ naay compkiin 
U> (b« QovcTQor-g^e^ai of th^ ifland^ : from* 
hisfe^twc^ ks may appeal ta tl^ CQuncil <rf 
War ii^ Spaii^, which, aUfeo.i|gh imS^ mtin&ii,, 
U in f*ft a qivU qwrt 

The r^ad^r may p«iK;aiyQ hc>w eafy itn^ for 
liieCa mUta^y offic^r^ tQ eppr^ffr tlH ishab*^ 
lants i yet vih^eii. b^ co»(ider& thali thay have- 
ffitled. habUa>t|i»n9,. a94 do^ not nv^iie fcocv 
plaoe to plajre lik^ the offic«?S: qf landing. 
f^rqes and afa roar^ri^ and corwie^4 wu^l 
t|^Q ioM^MnH. Qf^ tba tox^nsr wHar« ^y te* 
^t, and wb««^ it w trfioir i«HQi5^ tp pr^iacvie^ 
their reputation, he wIH not wondisr ih^re is 
(b little oppitcifiiM in thjsii? iflandb : yet one 
vmS^. 9»k e^fed to fi.od ipch jiaftk^ in matt9]^> 
of proptFty bfife, i^ in Englajidr; I fey> of ' 
jiropwty* fofrno 1^9 khthi$ co«nt)ry d)a.fle$; 10* 
comoNi tim grcataii a^ qf. oppi^fnoi^. op Yiae> 
tenct> hec^ufe tte injtir^idi pa«ty woUW; flab* 
tibl^ agg.fQ0bf , Ijftt: kj» f a»ik: bai «v^ f9 great, 
a«4£^ fotr reiug;^ to the next ehm^>o« con- 
vent j from ^K^hence no«power could fopce him 4. 
%ber« he ooigbt iF^naiaiia in f^fit^ until he eould 
ftndaD ctppof tuni^ o£ efca^ping from the iflands. 

BlEsjD£s thft^ abo^vQ- mentioned xnilirary ofi- 
ficers^ there ate CaCbiUanos^, i^. e. OovernorB 
OF Captains of forts and caftkis, fome of 
wbomi are appoijaied by the King, and others 
by the twelve Regidores of the iflands, called 
the Cavtld^ ; for fome oF the ifland fort& be- 
long to the King, the reft are under the di- 
raOioa of the Regidores. The King's forts 
I 3 are 
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are garrifoned by the hundred and fifty ftamh 
tng forces; and as there are many of thefe 
forts, the reader may* judge what number of 
men may be in each. 

The Regidores, as I have obferved before, 
in the Hidory of the Difcovery and Conqueft, 
Are hereditary officers, who hold a court to 
regulate .ihe price of proviiions, to take care 
that the highways are kept in repair, to pre- 
vent public nuifances, and the plague from be- 
ing brought into the iiland by (hipping, &c. 
To defray the charge of repairing the roads, 
and other neceflary works, the Regidores have 
power to lay a tax on (he inhabitants* they 
have impofed a fort of eicife on foap, which, 
I believe, produces a fum fufficient to defray 
thefe expences. 

No man is allowed to land in thefe iflands 
from on board any (hip, until the mafter of 
her produces a bill of health from the port he 
wa& taft in, or until the crew have been pro- 
perly examined, whether or not they are free 
from the plague, or any other infeSious dif- 
temper : before this is done, no boat except 
the pratique or health-boat; dares to come 
near her. 

When I wanted to go to Tenerife from 
.the coaft of Africa, where a certificate of 
health cannot be had, I ufed lo touch at Lan- 
cerota or Fuertavenrura, where I always got 
a bill of health without the leaft difficulty, 
which procured me admittance at Tenerife, 
Canaria, or Palma. 

The King's revenue in thefe iflands is di* 
vided into the following branches : 

I, Las 
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. I, Las Tercias Reales, or royal third of 
thcfkythes. 

II. The monopoly of jtobacco and fnuff. 

III. Th£ acknowledgment ai^nuaUy paid 
^y the nobility to the King for their titles. 

IV. The duty of feven percent, on imr 
ports and exports. 

V. The duty on the Canary Weft India 
commerce. 

The firft of thefe taxes is improperly named 
,the third of the tytbes, for it fcarcely amounts 
^o the tenth part of them : . the King finds in 
this, to his cofty what it is to- be in partner- 
(hip with the clergy. The tercias reales are a 
gift, made by the Pope to the King of Spain, 
in confideratipn of that Prince's maintaining a 
perpetual war againll the Infidelsv 

The fecond branch of the revenue confifts 
in fnufF and tobacco^, which the Stankeros, or 
King's officers for that . purpofe^ fell for the 
Xing's account ; no other perfons being allow-' 
cd to deal in thefe articlesi 

THEihird branch of the revenue is hard*- 
)y wopth mentiooiBg, as it amounts to a mer« 
trifle. . 

All thefe branches together, the fifth ex-* 
oepted, I am informed, do not bring into the 
King's treafury above fifty thoufand pounds per 
annum » nett money» clear of all charges^ 
fuch- as the officers iaiaries, the expences of 
government, &ic^ 

Were the inhabitants of thefe iflands toa- 
gcee among themfeives, to pay feventy-five 
thoufand pounds nett money annually into the 
King'» treafury, on condition that he would 
aboliih all duties and cuftoms in the iflands, 
I 4 and 
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and fuflfer a free imporl and expert' oP mer- 
chandize lo and from all parts of tlie wori^ 
I am perfuaded it would be of greal advantage 
to Ihem^ by the increafe of trade, (hippiiig^ 
feamen^ and wealth, which would in a hioH 
time be furprizingly gr«at. 

On the iitk of July, 1553. the Frencb 
made a defcent on fheifland.of Palma, with 
feven hundred men ; but the natives repulfed 
and obliged thein to reimbark with toft, al* 
though the iflanders had fcarce)y any other 
weapons than flicks and (tones. 

Since the conqueft of the Canary Iflands^ 
no foreign power has fitted out a flteet with 
i^efign to fttbdue them, excepting one, which 
Sir William Monfon fays the Dutch fent a- 
gainfl the ifland o*f Gran Canaria in the year 
1599. It confided of feventy-three tkips, 
commanded by Peter Van Doift : at their re- 
turn to Holland, a book was publtfhed, in* 
tituled, << The Gonquefi of the Grand Cana- 
*< ries, made that furomer, by feventy-thi^e 
'* fail of ihips, fent but by the comihaml and 
*< diredton of the States General*, &c. witjft 
** the taking of a town in the ifland of G0- 
" mcra/' By which title, Sjr William Mon- 
fon obfervcs, they endeavoured to make the 
world believe that they had conquered all the 
Canary Iflands ; wheteas ihey only furprized 
and took the city of Palmas, in the ifland of 
Gran Canaria; where they inade no prifoners 
or booty, the inhabitants having retrrcd^, with 
all tlieir eflFeSs, to the mountains, fo that they 
only recovered thirty-fix prifoners. But after 
they had taken the tou n, fome of the fot 
diersi without, their officers leave,, penetrated 

into 
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imo the coumry m fearch* ol^ ptondefy but 
not being acquainted with- th« proper pafles, 
the Spanbids kiPled a~ great number, and o- 
bligcd the reft Po retire. Ncvenfeilefe, thtf 
rifl'ed' the cloy iler?, manaftcrics, a^ndchurchesy 
and then burnerhcm to the ground^ foP which 
Sip WiHiam. MoTifon reflfecfcs ippon- ihem fe- 
merely* ASmr this th« Dwcti Generat mefe 
GonicTa witbo«p appafinon, for iHe inhabi- 
tants Aid to ihe lYioumaifis, w-here tliey kltled' 
many of the Dutch. ftbagglerSi 

Ih t657, a. flcer> oft Eiv^iliffi? men of war,, 
commanded by A^nrMrai Blake, came i^^a the 
road of Sania Cruz^ andsdeftrayed the Spaniih- 
plate*fi'eet, which hid- pat m there. The in- 
habitants of'Tenerife fay, xhai: ih« bay vras^ 
then in a defencei«fs iiate^con^paced: lo' what> 
it is »t prefent^ 

Ii9 the war betweeti Sjpam aitd Eirgtafitf^^ 
wditchconrnrenced'in i73f9y.two£ngi)ifhfhips> 
one of themi>man of vrar oF' fisty guns^ sit-*- 
f acked the port and viHage- of Gonnerai Whe»» 
tlfey began to fire; the' inhabitants were^ex- 
tiWTielyi frightened 5 baii finding fbecannoimd'*^ 
u>g-to continue: Ibng and do«nxDi damage* they 
took O0unage t^fuch^a^ degree,- thar t4)e young'' 
people mn to and fro in fea^rch oF^ andigather^* 
ing. th« cannon-balls* The Englifti. perceiv- 
ing- they- were firing to nopurpofe; manned 
ali their beais, in order tti< landv* buit; by thac^ 
time the ifliand wa^^ akrmed> and'.iheitri^iiia; 
had reached the port; and were formed \p a*. 
hollow behind the beach,, t© receive the!etie-<^' 
my>: when'the Englidl perceiving ihc^tr num-- 
bers. and refobti^i^ they thought' proper to » 
reiir^i 

1:5 Iii 
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In the courfe of the fame war, fome Eng* 
li(h privateers landed a coniiderabte number of 
men on the ifland of Palma, who were quick- 
ly attacked and routed by the inhabitants, who 
gave them no quarter; among them were 
(ome Iriih Catholics, who, when they faw 
their danger, opened their bofoms, (hewed 
their crofles, and begged for quarter, but in 
yain, for the incenfed Palmans killed them all, 
except one man, who was wounded and lay 
fome time among the ilain, the natives fup- 
poiing he was dead : afterwards finding him 
alive, they brought him to the town of Santa 
Cruz in Palma, where he was cured of his 
wounds9 and treated as a prifoner of wx, till 
he was exchanged. 

The inhabitants of the Canary Iflands are 
extremely averfe to war, becaufe it ruins their 
trade, anU interrupts the intercourfe fubfiiling 
among them. In the courfe of the laft war 
with England, they endeavouced to pi;ocure a^ 
neutrality for their iflands. 

All the Englilh privateers that ever went 
to cruize among thjefe iflands,, were difappoint- 
ed ; for they couJd take nothing except a few 
barks loaded with corn,^ or falt-fij(h from ihe- 
coajft of Barfbapy. Thofe who lay in wait for. 
the jeturn of the Canary Weft bidiamcn to 
Santa CiUTif had as little fuccefs: indeed, un- 
lefs a ci^uifer has fomebody on board who is in- 
tiimately acquainted with thefe iflands, and the 
weather that prevails there, the crew jm^ ill find 
theii" hopes of gain .fruflrated. 

A MASTER of a fhip of any nation which 
may happen to be at war with Spain, may, if 
he manages prudently, trade at Port Orota^a, 

without 
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M^ithout the lead danger of the natives being 
able to ^eize his veffel ; but (he muft have 
fonfie guns, and be well manned. 

In each of the tflands, a watch is ported on 
fome eminence^ to give notice to the inhabi- 
tants of the approach of (hipping; when an 
lancommon number appears, a fignal Is made 
to alarin the country. 

After the bell for evening prayer tolls, no 
boats are allowed to land, or to go fcom the 
iliore^; nor are boats permitrcd at any time lo 
depart from a port without a licence from the. 
Governor or Captain, even though iris only 
to go a-fi(hing, ©r to a (hip in the road. 

Ex CLUS iVB oP tffe Negro (laves belonging' 
to 'theCount^oi^ Gomera,.ftvera! gentlemen 
in Tenerife have a few ; but they bear no 
mbre-prbp^iicn' to the number of w*hite kr^ 
¥?irtts<^m'th'at ifland, than the blacks in Eondon- 
d^ to the reft of its inhabitants. 

The natives have' this excellent law m fS>' 
vour of their Negroes, that if a matter treats 
his- Ikve with injuftice or cruelty, he the lat« 
ticr irt'ay cfblige him to* fell him immediately. 
The fame law, if I am not miftaken, takes 
place in the SpanifK Weft Indies. What a 
(hame is it, that thde advocates for liberty,, 
the Engliih and Dutch, (hould be compara^ 
tively fpeaking, the only people who oppreft 
the poori to whom they are folely indebted' 
for their being able to' live in fplendor, idlenefs, 
ind- luxury »( • 
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CHAP. XIX. 



Of tie Ecclejiajiical Gtmernmmlof tH, Canary^ 
IJIandf. 

TH E Bifliop of th« Canary Iflapds U ai 
feffragan to the Arch-bi(hop of Seville,, 
in Spain, and has a revenue of 6x tboufand 
pounds fterling per annum. He refidj^s in the* 
city of Palmas, in Canaria, where.he is^ treat- 
ed with all the refpeS and, homage due lo.ai 
Prince. 

The Provtnciafs, or foperiorsj^ of the dif-^ 
ferent orders of Friars^and Nun?, live in tho 
ci^y of St. Chriftobal de U Laguna> They a»^ 
not accoantable to any but the G.efiei:alsi oC 
their refpedive orders at Romi^ 

In each of the iQands there is^^^ houf^^.bier- 
Ipnging to the Holy . Office,, or Inquifiiiofi^ 
>vith its proper officers, whofo dutjy; itisita pf^ 
vent all appearance of heiefy, or difrefpe^itor 
theclergy« They ha*ve^ power tp %pprehen4} 
aqd CQnooe.fufoeded perfons^. without giving 
any rcafon to the civil, magtflrate for fo. doing c: 
after examining them fufBcientiy^ they;aret 
either difchasged, or fent by the firil) veHH to. 
the Supreme Tribunal of ihe Holy; OffifiCLftfe 
Canaria. 

When a foreign (hip arrives at the iilands,. 
and the mafler is permitted to come afliore, 
he i% coqduiQed to an officer of the Inquifition, 

who 
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iMho ccamlhei Univ toiknow^if he has in bi»r 
flup any hooli&ar pi&ures^ agatdl the dodrine> 
orceremoniesi of the church, of Roime'; aod 
Qbiigea him to figrir a pdp«r^ by. which be qq^ 
gagea, if he has aliy^ not to land or expofe 
thftn^-. to vie W4 and alfo^ tfaalu h& fhall Dot^ wliiltt» 
he remains in. the country^ fpeafc agaanft the- 
RonMdi. religion^ of mookitis Dttes and oece« 
monies* 

, VfiRX lately the officers of the Ibquifit^ioni 
ioipft£kdi all the librariei in< the ifltinds^ sipiA 
either piit a mark on. thofe books which tbejN 
judged impnoper tOibe read; or carried' them; 
away« ' 

Asail theina^ves of tHefeifland^ar&zealoafl* 
members of the Romih church, theTrtbu-^ 
nal of* -tbe Holy. Office feldom has ai»«of>por'< 
Uinitjir to e»ec»ife' its eMenfr^ author4ty^- 
There is na credit to b^ given to the* many^ 
flanderousand falfe accounts we hear in; pro^ 
teftam counrtrtes> of the proeedui:e of tile in^ 
qointion^ fu^h ae its offiosf^ carrying' away 
virgins inio* theif > prifona to gratify their 111% 
andfalfely accttfing rich meno^ herefy> in or-^ 
dep to fttpip them ol^^ theirs vAeal<b, '^o. I thihlc 
Imay venture toafl^stj that no manner woman^ 
in the Canary Iflands, has been fO' dealt' with' : 
fome, indeed, havebeenimprifonedand panUh" 
ed for thofoofiencee> which properly come ink 
der the cognizanc&'of- the inquifiMoti. As the* 
reader may becuiioos to know fome of thefe' 
ea/fe^y Iftall relace a few which' happened be- 
fore* my time> and' fome- while I' frequented 
theiflkmd. Many j^ars* ago, a^ gentleman iw 
Ihe city- of; Laguna' fell in love with a Niin> 
whom he prevailed on to efcape from the con- 
vent, 
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vent, and embark with bim in a Dutch (hip 
at Santa Cruz, which was ready to fail for 
Holland. Immediately after they went on 
board, the veflel failed away; but, meeting' 
with fome difafter at fea, was obliged to put 
back to the bay of Santa Cruz, where, by 
order of the. Inquifition, (he was (Iridly fearch- 
cd, until the anfortuhaie lovers were difcover^ 
ed, who were brought a(hore and clapped into* 
prifon, where they remained for a (hort time, 
and; then were publicly beheaded on a fcaffbld 
At the city of Laguna. The (hame and infamy 
of their puniihment were more bitter to them 
than death itfelf. No one can have ait idea o£ 
this, but t'hofc who have lived in countries 
where the Inqui(ition prevails. 
. A Master of a French (hip lying in the 
coad of Orotava, was (landing near the port,, 
converfing with fome merchants^, when the' 
HoftpadTed clofe by them-; all themerchantSf. 
on perceiving it, kneeled down in token of re<^ 
(ipe£l and reverence,.«s b cuflomary inihat partx 
of the world; but the Frenchman, beings ar 
Huguenot, ftood upright with his headoovertd/. 
notwithftanding all ihe endeavours of the mer- 
chants to make him kneel andtake offhishat^ 
Next day, the merchants to whom the Cap* 
tain was configned,. were (ent for by the o(fi«- 
cers of the Inquifition, and examined con-* 
^rning th^ affair. They cleared themfelves, 
but could not diCTuadfe them from :tirre(ting the 
Captain, although bis (hip was almoft ready to^ 
fell :. luckily for the Frenchman,, the n^er-.-- 
chants in a body, with feme difcreet clergy- 
Qien, wentto the InqqiCition, and n^ade its of-* 

ficersr 
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ficers fenfible. that ihi taking any notice of 
what had happened^ would anfwer no purpofe 
but that of frightening the Dutch, Engltfh, and 
Hamburghers from coming to the ifland, which 
would totally deftroy their commerce* 

An Englifh Roman Catholic Matter of st 
fhip was taken by the Spaniards in the war of 
X^39» and cauried into Tenerifc^ where he re- 
mained fome time a pcifooer ajt large. He hap- 
pened to he with fome company at a friend's, 
faoufe, when the oSicers of the Inquifition, with 
fome afliftants, furrounded the houfe, and hun- 
ried him away to.theic prifon : he was foon af- 
ter fent to the prifoaof the Inquidtion at Grati. 
Canaria, where he was. confined above two 
years, Duxing all that war thci Englifh Con- 
ful remained in Tenerife, and hearing what 
had happened, fent an account of the affair to 
a perfon of influence in England, intreating hiia 
a.t th(S fame time toufe his intereft in favour of 
the Captain,,, thuf unjiaftly detained in the pri« 
fon of the Inquifjjtion at Canaria, The Con- 
ful's letter had the dcfired effeft ;. for an En- 
glifh man of war, fome time after, came into 
the road of Palmas, in Canaria, having many, 
prifoners on board : his orders were, not to ex- 
change any until he fhould obtain the enlarge- 
ment of this unfortunate Englifhman. He in-, 
formed the Canarians of his orders, who, hav- 
ing many of their friends prifoners on board the 
man of war, folicitcd the Holy Office, and . 
procured bis liberty ; I fay foliciied, for tbe ci- 
vil, power there cannot oblige thq inquifitors 
to do any thing contrary to their inclination. 

The account the Captain gives of this affair 
(for he pow lives in London) is^ that he was 

pro- 
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proceeded againff after die fam« manner as the 
Itoly Oflice oP M5ahga, in^ Spain, did againft 
one Marrin, who afterw»rds pnHiflied an ac- 
count of his confinenwnt and fufferings-^ Some* 
time after they had exhorted* him, in vain, to 
aecufe himfelf and confefs, they told him 
plainly that .he was accufbd of being a Free 
Mkfqn. As t^e Captain did not then under- 
ffand- Spaaifk enough to comprehend their 
meaning, tht kiquifitors employed on this oc- 
cafi'on for an interpreter,, an old man, a native 
of Scotland; who, by fome accident, came to 
that ifland when a youth, and embraced the 
Riomifli faith, but had almoft entirely loft his 
mother'-tongiie : this interpreter informed him, 
that the Holy Office accufed' him of being av 
Franc Mafon (for fo he termed a Free Mafon) ;, 
the Captain mil. not underftanding him^ af- 
ferted'his innocence, although they put him to - 
the torture to make him confefs. At laft* he^ 
perceived their meaning ; but, fearing he might 
fere the worfe if he confeffed, he contiiiued 
tO'deny he underftood their meaning : this is 
al! I could learn from him, except that, oufof^ 
ihe time he was^confined;by the inquifiiion, he- 
paiild nine months iii the dungeon. 

Ik the year 1.7 49» an Englilh fliip, bound:? 
10 Guinea, was wrecked on the coaft of Bar- 
.bary> adjacent to thefe iflunds, where a Ca- 
Ojiry fi(bing-baat took up the crew, and^ 
brought them to the ifland of Gran Canaria* 
The fargeon, being informed that good phyfi*^ 
ctans and furgeoos' were fcarce there, and be- 
ing invited by the gentry^ to fettlfe among thfem;., 
he confented, and pradifed:- phyfic for fomc 
time, with great^ appl^ufe* The Pfifeffs andv 
• Friars,, 
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Ffbra». who, ,biUl been labottriiig locQimrt 
)ikim» pi^tftoficct ^jm. bet hni given tkem hii 
fu^QOftin) to nm^rfkC^ the RcmiAi faith and^pub*- 
IklyreiiiQiiofiebistl^r^iyi Soon after tUk he 
fftll fiiCili.;: the^ pikd him bftncK but to no piuv 
pafe ;i f»r,..»ttpi? )ua ceooyesyv he ptiiifitd in 
his errors; which fo esaijpeinifid thfoij that 
thf yi comptlkd. hmi to liiav^ »he ifljiiid. . ' 

A French ipt^gnenof oi mfias qiroum^- 
i}a«j?i^,. wi^Q k«f)£ai(bopin Tocteiife^ hapfwoi* 
iag'tQ bn a( Laooefoia upon bufincfr^ waS' inir 
poiFtiined by a bAgg^ for aimsj^ haviog a figi^o 
of the Virgin ioi bi> huAds^. bedecked with 
flowens (wbiahxiicDfljonaary lihene on. ccrtaia 
flftivaUs) whifih he made ufe o£ to enforce bis 
(mu ThA Frenohmaii^ Mcxed ^ hisamforto^ 
rntjS faid» ^* A^gone:* wbd figt^esiTour Vif* 
*^ gin to I9Q ^ tede«dr i£ 3^014 wotuld beg for 
<< the Oik« al &jnd prel^tyi girl^ yAUi might have 
** b«|ber fucctfe. -' Withifaefev(wrd$.h(t|ucsed 
^Unaj^jQQt <if€)aQaiog of;apiy.badc0nrequ^ce& 
.The bqggar w^ttt c^) ^utixxibg and vowing 
rei^f^g^laga^iiift the hicratical dog, as.hftcatled 
bim. The poor F>renchin;in h^id: soafm to ce- 
pe»?^t Qfhis ill-tioitd gaiUatry, for he was feon 
after fcii^d by the. officers of the InquiiitioB^ 
amtconfkled in prifon, until they found an opf 
faqiTtuniitji off a baiJL gioing tQ;CaTiacia.. \BefoM 
he was Tent thither, he wrote a letter t_Q one 
of WsdotjiitrynjchatTien^rife, informing luna 
Iff hi3 ipisfonujie J^ and that b(5 had been, rack^ 
ipg his thoughts ever fin'ce to 6nd oujt the 
caufe, but could charge birajfelf with no ofc 
fence ag^inft the Inqutfitlon^ ^ap^eptiftg the af^ 
foi? oij th^ beggar; adding, that being cpn«' 
fciousof his innocence, he hoped foootogat 

clear; 
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clear : bat in this he was miftaken, for he Was 
confined at Canaria for more than a year« R 
was obferved, that when, he returned from 
thence to Tenerife^ he looked fat and fair, but 
ever after attended nnafs, and otherwife behaved 
himfelf like a good Catholic^ which it feems 
he had not done before^ 

The laft perfon whom I remember to havd 
been apprehended by the Inquifition, was- the 
Marquis de San Andre *, a man of near eighty 
years of age. He was charged with maintain- 
ing fome errors, in a book which he had pub^ 
iiihed fome time before ; but the real caufe 
was the keen fpirit of fatire by which he had 
Tendered himfelf obnoxious to the clergy;* He 
-was not fliut up in the pfifon of the Inquiittioti^ 
but allowed to range within the walls ofacdn- 
Tcnt in Canaria, where he remained; if I am 
not miftaken, more than twelve months* H^ 
died aboul a year ago, feon after he was diP- 
chaffed. It is faid, that the hiquifitor^ ac* 
cording to their ttfiial form^, a&ed bimi on his 
firft examination, if he belieVed the Holy Of- 
fice to be holy, ji^, and" knowing ? He replied^ 
that he- abfolutely denied it could have any pre* 
tendons to knowledge; and as to juftice, he 
referred them to his^own cafe; and laftly,that 
he bad iame fcruples about its fandity. He 

* Ther Marquis de San Andre, as was obferved 
in thetormer part of this work, was clefcended, i^/ 
a right line, froro Don Alonzo Ferdmando de Lugo^ 
who affifted at the conqueft of Canaria, and pro- 
cured a grant from the King of Spam of the conqaefl 
of Palma and Tenerifc. It was chief!/ owiag to 
bis prudent condua, that the nadvea were converted 
to the Romiih faith* 

ducft 
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durft not have anfwercd in this manner, had 
he not been aflured of the. protedion of the 
court of Madrid : and as he was not pani(hed^ 
made no fubmiflions, nor did penance when 
confined or after he was difcharged, tliis may 
be looked upon as the firft ftep taken by the 
King of Spain and his MiniAers to retrench the 
power of the clergy in the Canary Iflands; 
The coiirt could not have pitched on a more 
proper perfon to fupportagainft the Inquilition, 
in order to try if it was po^ible to curb the'^un* 
limited power of that tribunal : and as they 
have fucceeded in the firft attempt, it is to be 
hoped they will go on, until the church is 
fufficietitly humbled, and rendered abfolutely 
•dependent on the ftate. 

- It is not poflible for a perfon to live in any 
of the Canary Iflands, excepting Tenerife, 
who is not a member of the church of Rome; 
and even in Tenerife no profefled Jew, Pagan, 
or Mahomedan can at any rate be a member 
ofibciety: neither indeed Proteftants, unlefs 
they are^ merchants of confequence. The 
clergy do not care to meddle with them ; pro- 
bably they have orders from Rome not to dif- 
furb them, left they ihould be embroiled with 
the Engiiih or Dutch, and the caufe of the dif- 
pute thereby become public, which would ul- 
timately hurt the intereft of the church. For- 
merly it was no uncommon thing for the In- 
quifition to feize on the Dutch and Englifti 
Confuls. 

Those Proteftants in Tenerife who are 

moft expofed to the cenfure of the Inquidtion 

are the French Huguenots^ for they have none 

'* .' to 
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to prok«A tkmi from it. Tht French Cos- 
fills here ki^ra always been men of n«iT<^w 
minds, w1k» iMither ktpt up the digniry of 
their office, or regarded the gkry of their na^ 
sion; otherwifs ihey would have prole£Ud 
their countryinon foom the iofdti of the 
clergy, even though ihey had profefied Pagar 
ni^. I have oft^ wondered wJiat could in* 
duce Huguenots openly to prorefa their roligicn 
in ^his eoumry, whenr they dtfienabio feme of 
thrir principles in their own ; for if a. nuin^- for 
his intereA, conforms in one poiiit to the roll- 
eion of the country he lives in, why oeit ta all? 
It is confiftent with reafon, that a man Iboiild 
either oWlinalely refufe tQ. the ow a grain of inr 
cenfe on the altars of the goda of hia coiuitfy 
even m the view of death, or be the feremoft 
in complying with every cereni9>^y of the woc^. 
fhip paid to them. 

All the inhabitants of the Canary" Manc^ 
Qre zestous Catholics ; and when: they Coo aikjr. 
of a different- perfliafion behaive with qonaasoii. 
decency, they fi^em to be greatiy^ feupriaed^, 
imagining' heretics to dil^r litale fsom. brutes ;. 
fbr thefe people are hy ht moae ignorant ajnd: 
(bpcrftitious than the Catholics of Gemany 
apd other countries, where PaptOs and Pror. 
teftants dwell in the fiirae civil conumifiitji. 
Yet the nam^s b^re do not pay fo asAich hoovr 
ag<^ to the clergy as. the inhabitanl)s<of Portugal^ 
the Azores, Cape do Verd, and Madeira 
Iflapds do to theirs, for the women in theih 
parts kifs the borders of the Friars, garden ts» 
when they pafs afong the (treete. The Cai- 
oary clergymen lead CD0|^ regular lives than 

ibpfc 
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ttiore of the ftbove-metuioned iflands *, and 
carry. Bot ibeJr zead againft heretics fo far as to 
hioder them from buryirvg their dead in the 
earthly whidn is ihe cafe in the ifland of Ma- 
deira, although all its trade and wealth depends 
emirely on the Ei^glifli. The merchants of 
the Eaglifh nation reiiding in that ifland^ be- 
have^ in one inftancei to the church with a 
fpirk truly nobte^ beioaming, and worthy of 
imitation by all who differ in fenument from 
the reilgil>n of their country ; for rather than 
demean themfelves by cringing to the clergy, 
they caft -their dead imo the fea^ although 
they are fure of being permitted to but-y them 
in tbecaptfhy if they wei^e only tocondefcend 
to re^eft that faivour from the oliuroh f. 

Al^L 

* The Pdrttigtiete P»i«fts ind Frfats In the Cape 
de Verd Ifiands are ignorant and fuperftkiotfB 1^ iht 
gi^ateift degi^e. Nocwtthftiitiidtog ih^ir vow of Ce- 
libacy, they keep miftrtfles openly, without the 
leaft appeatiahee c^ fhame, and have their children 
rfiinntng abdut their houft^ and cotovents. Whibe I 
Ihred: in Sotfth Buibir}^, a Mi^dr, who by ibnie ac- 
cident b^ h€th feAie time- in the Cttpede Vbtds, 
faid to me in the A)l)owfi>g btdkeu EngliA, ^ For- 
** tufgifete Prieft iM> berreir as iboi ; be fay be iove 
<< Gtod ^tter, Tery madk Imdeed^ iaitid ne)t take 
•« wife; yet have child in httttfe his : kow Man bsfve 
«< chHd tfnd not have wjib ? lAdc«d fVmugavae Padre 
*^ allthei^measibel.'' 

t The Cathelits tnde tle'dtM-geof idhttina- 
n!ty brbught agdinft thdr i^U^on, by iffiiadvtfifaties^ 
tbtils: Why fliould the prnietpk^ a^nd pr^di^e <$f a 
few bh'nd, ignorant, and ftipefflitidUs feeakKs, who 
axe members of etir commiKiiOD, be br^night as a 

charge 
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•All (Irangers who are not Roman Catho* 
lies, are flrongly importuned, on their arrival, 
to become profelytes; but it has been ob« 
ferved, that all fuch as were prevailed on to 
change their religion, with a view of bettering 
their fortunes, fell foon after into poverty, and 
funk in the efteem of thofe very people who 
were fo eager to convert them. 

While I frequented this country, the crew 
of a Canary fiOiing bark brought, from the 
coafi of the Defart to the city of Palma, ^ 

charge againft our moft holy religion ? Does our 
church approve of their deteftable inhumanity? I 
would only aflc thefe Catholics this iimple quedidn : . 
Has the Inquifition ever telHfied its diflike of that 
iahnman law, viz. the Portugueze forbidding the 
Eogiifli to bury their dead in the ifland of Madeira ? 
This is one of the many things which cvay day give 
them the lie. 

On the other hand, Is it confident with that mo* 
deration and hatred of perfecuiion ? Is it confident 
with thofe principles of civil as well as reh'gious U. 
bcrty, which the Proteftaot clergy of all denomina- 
tions profefs, that they are fo very zealous for put- 
ting the laws id execution againft biafphemy, infide- 
lity, andlierely, or at leaft what they are pleafed to 
call by thcfe naqses? Thefe crimes difturb not ia 
the leaft the civil community. Should not one be > 
inclined to think, therefore, that ihey would have, 
endeavoured to obtain a repeal of thofe laws, (b de- 
ftru£live to the liberty of the fubjcft I They never ^ 
made the leaft motion towards it ; and when they 
fpeak of them, it is with an earned wi(h, that the/ 
were ten times more rigorous : and it is not uncom- 
mon to bear them rail againft the bed of govern- 
ments, becaufe it winks at the tranfgr^f&ons of thefe 
laws. 

boy 
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.boy and a girl, his filler, who were decoyed oa 
board : the boy was then about eleven years. of 
age, and the girl about nioe; they were both 
drefled in ai\telopes (kins. Shortly after their 
arrival, the fifliermen of Palmas went in a 
body, and complained to the Royal Audience 
againftithe people who had brought away this 
children^ and begged that they might be fent 
back to their parents ; enforcmg this reafon- 
able requeft, by jeprefeniing the dabger they 
were in of being maflfacred bj their relations, 
who would infallibly wreak their vengeance on> 
the Canarymen v^ho (hould attempt to laml on 
iheir coaft. This reprefentation had its de- . 
iired effed; the Audience ordered the cap* 
tiyes foon after to be fent to th^ir own coun« 
try, with fome prefents to their diiconfolate 
parents. 

Before .their departure, many artifices 
werfe ufed to indqce them to change their reli- 
gion: they were genteelly clad, elegantly 
lodged, and entertained by. people of the firft 
rank, who endeav<oured to make every thing 
it) the ifland as agreeable. to them as poilible ; 
but all this could not ihake the boy's cpnfiancy, 
for he continued /irmly attached to the rjeligion. 
of bis fatkeji!s^ the girl, tempted by the ga^ty 
of tb^ ladies dil^a, and other pleafures of the 
place) feemed lo waver; however her brother 
badfo much influence over her, as to prevent 
Juu* iCoovArfion- . . 
. .SoMCbfitbjC natives pf the Canary Ifl^ndsf 
V^hp . were intffUijgent in , foreign affairs, ' ofteri 
^flLtd^mt tbe/t^oO'why our commerce (b far. 
exceeded that of the Spaniards; my anfwer 

con- 
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ftoiUy 9ns^ ihst cbe pM^r ^ tMe IiK]fiiifitta(l 
Hod the chvreb, in tempdra^' intf'm^d tlieir 
libertjs ^ ^^11 as omtiip«4 ibeir Muftf^^ 
trifh^ut both Mrbicli no Mi'nm cm nvsike iitf)r 
iigiive 'in eoifimi^c^. 

I TOLD th€ttb (Mt thtt w^etity 6f the l^nw 
^ifli ednftittttton-h^jr in th«s/th«t no mtin w^ 
be punMied (<ither^ife thsin by bdmg esehrded 
torn ttie t^eligidtts cwnmuniim of thfe f^oter^ 
to Whkh te beloflgioA) for mvif tti^umtPitf 
imttigioit) .' bti3t m ihn i ^nar T6o fiiry foir thnv 
tfr« now (bme Uwss e^iMiiig in £«i^nd^ vpli^ret^ 
bjr M aitibbte ntembier of ft^fi^ mi^y be pn^^ 
mihed for Aofloottfsmtiiy :to tUe prt^tfpfte of 
tbeehord). 

Ib it tmt (wprmnig ^iM die EngiiA iialivny 
MW (b highly oftettlnod tfbroiui) (hbirid fuflfer 
itfetf to be fo duped by the craft of defigno^ 
-'{A'iefts) «8 to Uy their fMUrs and feaHien^ ^o 
are^lwayt reMiy to fhed th«»r bhiod in rberr 
touttf ry4 fc4*vice, qhder the cpnt\ neo^flity of 
cither debttud>ing.th^iP'430flfottinoesy or lofthg 
their fobfiftenice? ;At this nme^ none of. our 
bntve rtformed 'officers^ ^wbc^ kri^ in our- 
late g1«rioiis eirpeidinon$>icAi reeeitb thoir 
baf^f^^fMy ttfttil th^ prodiHie''Oettifk«M&'of fherri 
ci>fffom)ity to thi^ eftabiiflied i^ligion'! Ydt 
thfefe hypock^'rtkal atid doubleideiiiKn^' ^^ti*y,' 
the ^torgy, are perpetaaHy diAfnfa)^ oUr ows 
v^ith a ti^fe dbotit Aioderacion'iatid avei^fiOin'Yo' 
perfecution. They ought, indeed^ lO'behsTO 
unfh more moitmloA^^ fopUis'WdtiailfO^lher 
improbable that the tinie i^^lMlid^i ^hiHi<lii& 
governments inEurope/p^tkeulwrl/ibe Fre^stl^ 
¥)till no longer ^^i^tdeth^felves -how 'i6- 6iii 

ways 
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ways and means to raife motiey for the neceffi- 
lies of the ftate^ but will appropriate the re* 
venues of the clergy to that ufe, and fo avoid 
the danger of incenung their fubjeds by laying 
on them unpopular though neceflkry taxes. 

Voltaire, from fuch inftances of the ui- 
humanity of the clergy, takes occafion to re- 
proach Chriftianity as the caufe of all thofe 
evils ; and craftily endeavours to make us be- 
lieve that he is perfuaded the religion profefled 
in Europe, and Chriftianity, are the fame. In 
this he is notfo ingenuous as his brother philo- 
fopher, the famous Roufleau; for this laft 
1)oldly afTerts, that they have not the lead af- 
finity, well knowing that were Chriftians ever 
fo numerous and powerful in ^ny country, they 
could never, without renouncing their religion, 
make Chriftianity a term of communion, puniih 
infidels for blafpheming againft its dodrines, 
or exad penfioos from unbelievers to fupport 
their bilhops. 



Vol. II. K C fl A P* 



2i8 THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. XX. 



J^ire^knsfor Sailing among tie Canary IJIands. 

WHEN a niip'lies at Palm9» wanting to 
go to Lancerota, and will not wait for 
3i fair wind (which indeed feldom blows there, 
^fpecially in the fummer feafon), let her (land 
over to the north- weft fide of Tencrife, and 
beat up along- (bore until (he weathers point 
Nago; from thence, with the wind that gene- 
rally prevails in thefe parts, (he will be able to 
.weather Gran Canaria, and fetch the point of 
Handia, in Fuertaventura, or perhaps Morro 
rOable, from whence it is eafy to beat up to 
Poictt Negro, along the eaft fide of the ifland, 
becaufe the fea there is always fmooth. It is 
not quite foeafy to beat up from Point Negro 
to the ifland of Lobos ; yet it may be done 
without difficulty, when the weather is mo- 
xlerate: if the wind fiiould happen to blow 
hard, (he may ftop in the bay of Las Playas 
tintil it proves more favourable. 

From the ifland of Lobos (he will find Ho 
difficulty in beating up to Porto de Naos in 
Lancerota. I would not advife any man, who 
is not perfeQly well acquainted with that har- 
bour, to attempt to carry a (hip in^ becaufe 
tlic entrances ure very narrow. 

It 
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1y is common for ftiips which come loaded 
from Europe to Santa Cruz, in Tenerife, to 
have part of tHcir cargoes to unload at Port 
Orotava: thefe (hips, when the trade-wind 
blows hard, will fometimes find it impra^i- 
cable to weather Point Nago ; when this is the 
cafe, let her bear away to the leeward point of 
the ifland, and keep near the fhore, where, if 
flie docs not meet with a foutherly wind, (he 
will be carried by the current, in the fpace of 
twenty-four hours, from the fouth-weft point 
of the iffand unto Point Teno, from whence 
ffie may eaffly beat up to Port Orotava ; for 
when the wind btews exceflive ftrong at Point 
Nago, it is moderate weather all the way from 
Point Teno until within two or three leagues 
of Point Nago. But I would not advife a (hip 
to bear away as above direded^ unlefs v:htn 
the trade-wind blows fo fre(fa that (he cannot 
weather Point Nago; becaufe in moderate 
weather there is little or no wind ftirring oa^ 
the coaft between Teno and Port Orotava, 1 

I WARN all (Irangers to thefe iflands, to ob- 
ferve that Alegranza, Lanceroia, and Fuerta- 
vtntura are, in almoft all our maps and fea* 
charts,. placed twenty-(iV€ or thirty miles too* 
far to the fouthward; for the true pofition of 
Alegranza- is about the latitude of twenty-nine 
degrees thirty minutes north. 

In all our maps and charts of the coaft of 
Biirbary adjacent to the Canary Iflands, that 
part t)f it (ituated between the latitude of 
twenty-nine degrees thirty minutes, and 
twcnty-fevcn degrees thirty minutes north, 
K 2 j« 
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is falfely defcrtbed, as may eafily be perceived 
by the general map of the iilands, and the 
African coaft adjacent to thero^ which is an- 
nexed to this work. By the wrong pofition 
of the aforefaidpart of the coaft of Barbary, in 
our maps and charts, I am certain many have 
been deceived, and thereby run their fhips 
afliore in the night. 
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IN defcribing the manners and cuftoms of 
the natives of thefe iflands, I forgot to 
mention, that the gentry arc generally poor, 
and therefore not being able otherwife to pro- 
vide for their younger fons, educate many of 
them for the church. Not a few young ladies 
take the veil and (hut themfelves up in nun- 
neries for life, becaufe they cannot find huf- 
bands fuitable to their rank, and do not choofe 
to depend on their elder brothers, or other re- 
lations, for fubfiftence, or becaufe tbey have 
met with difappointments in love: a few, be** 
ing flattered and puffed up' by the Nuns and 
Clergy, with a conceit of their own fandity, 
are prevailed on to lake the vows afid quit the 
world; but the greater part of them have 
time afterwards to repent at leifure, and find 
that a miflrefs of a family has it as much in 
her power to exercife every Chriftian virtue, 9» 
a woman fliut up in a nunnery. 

About two years and a half ago, a roooM^ 
ftery of Nuns, in the villa of Orotava, took 
fire in the morning while it was dark, and 
was burnt fo fuddenly, that the Ntms had but 
juft time to fave their lives : it is the cuOom 
of many people in that cMnt^, when the 
weather is hot, to fleep without fliirtsor ihifts;, 
therefore fom^ of the poor ^IuA«, not hairing 
time to caft any tlung dbout th^m^ made theiF 

efcaf« 
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efcape ftark naked, when fome of the crowd, 
who were aflembled on that occafion, took off 
their cloaks and threw them upon them. Se- 
▼eral fellows went into the cells of the con- 
vent, and, in fight of all the crowd, fat down 
compofedly, and crammed themfelves with 
the conferves and fweetmeats belonging to the 
Bunnery, notwitbftanding the Vicar called ar 
lood'and threatened them with excomninnicar 
tion^ This I mention to give fome idea of the, 
thievifli difpofition of the lower clafs of people*. 
As to the Nuns, fome were depofited in their, 
parents houfes, or thofeof their neartft rela- 
tions, and the remainder in a large empty 
houfe, until they were diflribttted into other, 
nunneries in the ifland.. 

When the miflrefs of a family dies, fome 
of her huiband's relations come to his houfe. 
and refide with him fome time« to divert his: 
grief, and depart not until another relation, 
comes to relieve the firft ; the fecond is re^ 
Iteved by a thir^,. and fo on, until the. term oL 
a year is^expired. 

All the orchilla-weed of Tenerife, Cana-^ 
m, and Palma, belongs to the King, and is 
part of his revenue ; the orchilla of the other 
iflands belongs to their refpeSive proprietors. 

The Priefls not being fatisfied with their 
tythes, nor the Friars with the revenues of 
their convents, have found ways and means to 
load the inhabitants of thefe iflands with many 
unpofitions, which would be tedious to enur 
merate ; and though they are not all eftablifli- 
ed by law, yet it would be dangereus to re-, 
fofe the payment of, any of them. For in* 
ftancet every fifhing-bark from the coaft of . 

Barbary. 
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Barbary, is obliged to deliver a certain quan- 
tity of fi(h to each convent ; and . when the 
Mendicant Friars go about from houfe to 
houfe, they are liberally fupplied with alms s 
if any one was to refufe thenij or give a furly 
anfwer, he would furely be marked asanob* 
jed of their vengeance, and thereby be ex« 
pofed to the Inquifition. All ranks of men 
here, who have any point in view, or fcheme 
lo purfue, take care in the firft place to fecure 
the leading men of the clergy in their intereft ; 
when this is done^ all other obfiacles are eafily 
furmounled. 

Father Feyjoo*s Critical Theatre, a book 
of many volumes, is much read at prefent by 
the natives of the Canary Iflands. As it is ta 
be had in every great town in Europe, I ihall 
make no more mention of it than this, that its 
author's principal deiign feems to bean attempt 
to prop the finking credit of the church of 
Ronie, by giving up many of its miracles (as 
the produce of the overheated imaginations of 
ehthuHaftic and ignorant Curates and Friars, 
or as pious frauds;, in order to preferve the 
whole, from being looked upon as the cunning 
invention of priefts. Some free-thinkers and 
religious Proteftants, fondly imagine this book 
to be the forerunner of infidelity or reforma* 
tion in Spain ; but if they will take the pains 
to examine it more narrowly, they will find 
that the author thought it was better that ona 
member fkould perifli, than the whoU body. 

FIN'S. 
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